
Milton School Committee 

Regular Meeting 

Milton High School Library 

October 7, 2008 

 

Committee Present:  Beirne Lovely, Chair, Lynda Lee Sheridan, Vice Chair, Mary Kelly, Chris Huban,  
Glenn Pavlicek and Kristan Bagley-Jones 
Staff Present:  Mary Gormley, Superintendent; John Phelan, Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum & 
Personnel; Paul Hilton, Assistant Superintendent for Business 
 

1.   The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
2. Approval of October 7, 2008 Agenda – Mr. Huban mentioned that the second reading for Pierce 

Middle School’s field trip to St. Marcel was approved July 22, 2008.  This item will be removed from 
the agenda.  With the consent of the Committee, Mr. Lovely approved the remainder of tonight’s 
agenda. 

 

3. Citizen Speak (Policy BEDH-Residents may speak for up to 3 minutes) 

Amanda O’Reilly voiced her concern with regard to class size at the Elementary level.  She stated there 
are two 4th grade English classes at Cunningham with 26 students.  One of these classes goes up to 28 
students for most of the day since two students come into the class with an aide.  She also referred to 1st 
grade class size at Cunningham and feels the two-track system of learning has resulted in uneven class 
sizes.  Ms. O’Reilly feels aides are needed for the 4th grade English classes with 26 students.  Parents 
have been told there is no money in the budget for aides and Ms. O’Reilly feels this is unacceptable.  
She hopes this situation can be remedied going forward. 
 

Before going on in the agenda, Administration and School Committee members took a moment to recognize 
Ada Rosmarin, Director of Milton Early Childhood Alliance, for the remarkable contribution she has made to 
the community and to the schools of Milton.  Mr. Lovely explained that Ms. Rosmarin was instrumental in 
introducing the concept of a full day Kindergarten program.  She convinced people of the merits of such a 
program, explored grant opportunities, and participated in the training needed to pilot such a program.  On 
behalf of the school community, Ms. Gormley and Mr. Lovely presented Ms. Rosmarin with a framed picture 
showing all the Kindergarten classes.  Many Kindergarten teachers were present to see Ms. Rosmarin receive 
this recognition.  Ms. Rosmarin thanked everyone and referred to the implementation of full day Kindergarten 
as a “labor of love”.  She stated that the implementation of this program would never have been possible 
without the School Committee’s support. 
 
Dyanne Crowley, a teacher at Milton High School, introduced the new and returning student representatives to 
the School Committee.  Student representatives include Siobhan O’Grady, Ben Richman, Ben McCarthy, 
Charlie Rosmarin, and Catherine Beatrice.  On behalf of the School Committee, Mr. Lovely welcomed these 
students and encouraged them to actively participate in School Committee meetings.   
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4. Approval of Minutes 

Minutes of the September 16, 2008, School Committee meeting were approved. 
Move:    C. Huban  
Second:  L. Sheridan 
Vote:  6-0-0 
 

5. Superintendent’s Report 

Ms. Gormley introduced Bob Kelly, Bernie Lynch, Marvin Gordon, and Paul Yovino.  Messrs. Kelly, 
Lynch and Gordon are members of MPEG (Milton Public Education and Government Television).  Mr. 
Yovino is the Chair of the Town’s Cable Advisory Committee.  Mr. Kelly, who is employed by Newton 
Access Corp., is often brought in to help towns when they are seeking to put together PEG access 
studios.  Mr. Kelly explained that in the license renewal process, Comcast is turning over the 
responsibility for recording local programming (School Committee meetings, Board of Selectmen 
meetings, etc.) to the town.  MPEG was formed in anticipation of this, and they anticipate a license 
signing with Comcast within the next couple of weeks.  Once the contract is signed, MPEG will have 30 
days to be up and running in order to take over the responsibility of play back and local programming.  
Representatives from MPEG have had preliminary discussions with members of the Milton Public 
Schools Administration to discuss the option of using available space at Pierce Middle School as 
MPEG’s temporary location.  Down the road, the possibility of having a studio in a corner of the Milton 
High School Library was also mentioned.  Mr. Kelly and MPEG have already identified equipment to 
purchase once a definite location is determined and approved by the School Committee.  Mr. Gordon 
stated that Community Cable is important since it allows the whole community to become involved with 
all aspects of the school system and local town government.  It is MPEG’s intention to immediately 
improve the quality of the programming presented to the public once they take over this responsibility.  
Ms. Gormley emphasized that this partnership with MPEG and their move into the available space at 
Pierce Middle School will be done at no cost to the school system.  Mr. Lovely made it clear that, 
although it would like to do so, the school system has no capability to make any monetary contribution 
to this effort. With this understanding, Administration and the School Committee would welcome 
MPEG using the available space at Pierce Middle School.   
 
A motion was made for the School Committee to authorize MPEG to utilize the space mentioned this 
evening for the purpose of setting up its headquarters and to permit its equipment to be located there and 
to permit access to the building with the understanding that there will be no assessment against the 
schools for that purpose.  The School Committee will continue to work in good faith towards negotiating 
an agreement satisfactory to both parties to facilitate MPEG’s ongoing use of this space. 
 
Move:    L. Sheridan 
Second:  K. Bagley-Jones 
 
Before voting, at the suggestion of Mr. Huban, the Committee discussed possible rental revenues and 
benefits down the road as a result of this partnership.  Student safety was also discussed in terms of 
people accessing the MPEG office.  Mr. Hilton explained that during school hours they don’t anticipate 
any significant staff at MPEG.  The staff members present would be known to the School Department 
and would be vetted through the normal processes.  Anyone visiting MPEG would have to be fully 
supervised by MPEG staff. 
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Vote:  6-0-0  
 

MCAS/AYP Presentation – Ms. Gormley, Mr. Phelan and Martha Sherman, Elementary 

Language Arts and Social Studies Coordinator 

Ms. Gormley thanked staff members for the work they did putting together the information for tonight’s 
meeting.  Ms. Sherman explained that AYP (Adequate Yearly Progress) reports show the progress 
schools and districts are making toward having all students reach proficiency by the year 2014, which is 
the principal goal of the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB).  Reports are produced for both 
English/Language Arts and Math and are broken down by grade spans 3-5, 6-8, and 9-12.  MCAS data 
for Science was not included in this presentation.  In summary, the presentation showed: 
 

• Collicot made AYP in both English/Language Arts and Math in the aggregate; however, they did 
not make AYP in either area for the Special Education subgroup.  *A subgroup is considered to 
be a group of 40 or more students.  Since this is the first time in five years Collicot did not make 
AYP in the subgroup area, they receive a “No Status” NCLB accountability rating, which is a 
positive rating when determining AYP. 

• Cunningham made AYP in both English/Language Arts and Math in the aggregate and made 
AYP for subgroups in Math.  Cunningham did not make AYP in the Special Education subgroup 
for English/Language Arts.  Since this is the first time in five years Cunningham did not make 
AYP in the subgroup area, they receive a “No Status” NCLB accountability rating.   

• Glover made AYP in both English/Language Arts and Math in the aggregate; however, they did 
not make AYP in either area for the Special Education subgroup.  Since this is the first year 
Glover did not make AYP in the subgroup area, they receive a “No Status” NCLB accountability 
rating. 

• Tucker did not make AYP in the aggregate for English/Language Arts; however, they did make 
AYP in the aggregate for Math.  In the Low Income and African American/Black subgroups, 
Tucker did not make AYP in either English/Language Arts or Math.  Tucker receives a “No 
Status” NCLB accountability rating for Math; however, they receive an “Improvement Year 2” 
rating for subgroups in English/Language Arts.   

• Pierce Middle School made AYP in both English/Language Arts and Math in the aggregate; 
however, they did not make AYP in the Special Education, Low Income, and African 
American/Black subgroups for either English/Language Arts or Math.  Since this is the fourth 
consecutive year AYP was not made in English/Language Arts for the subgroup category, Pierce 
receives a “Corrective Action” NCLB accountability rating.  In Math, it is the fifth consecutive 
year AYP was not made in the subgroup category so a “Restructuring-Year 1” NCLB 
accountability rating is received.   

• Milton High School (using 10th grade MCAS data) made AYP in the aggregate and for 
subgroups in both English/Language Arts and Math.  Ms. Gormley noted that since 10th grade 
MCAS results were used, Special Education was not considered a subgroup because there were 
only 20 students.  *Mr. Lovely feels it would be beneficial to review the scores of those 20 
students to see what their MCAS results would show.   

 
Mr. Lovely voiced his concern with regard to performance within the Special Education subgroup and 
asked if other school districts were running into similar problems.  Mr. Phelan replied that there are 
many schools within the Commonwealth experiencing the same difficulties. Ms. Kelly suggested 
comparing our MCAS data with the other cohort towns we use for comparative purposes (Belmont, 
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Sharon, and Hingham).  Ms. Gormley will present that comparative data at a future School Committee 
meeting.  Ms. Sherman reviewed the actions a school district is required to take after receiving various 
NCLB accountability status ratings (Improvement Year 1, Improvement Year 2, Correcting Action, 
Restructuring Year 1 and Restructuring Year 2).  She informed the Committee that school choice and 
supplemental services only apply to Title 1 schools.  Tucker is the only Title 1 school and as of today no 
one has chosen to leave Tucker nor has anyone chosen to access supplemental services.   
 
Mr. Phelan then reviewed the District’s MCAS results as compared to those of the State.  In summary, 
these results show: 
 

• Grade 3 Reading and Mathematics – Milton has fewer students in the Warning/Failing and 
Needs Improvement categories for both subjects; more students in the Proficient category for 
Reading; almost equal to the State in the Proficient category for Math; and more students in the 
Above Proficient category for both subjects.  

• Grade 4 English/Language Arts and Mathematics- For both subjects, Milton has fewer 
students in the Warning/Failing and Needs Improvement categories and more students in the 
Proficient and Advanced categories. 

• Grade 5 English/Language Arts and Mathematics - For both subjects, Milton has fewer 
students in the Warning/Failing and Needs Improvement categories and more students in the 
Proficient and Advanced categories. 

• Grade 6 English/Language Arts and Mathematics - For both subjects, Milton has fewer 
students in the Warning/Failing and Needs Improvement categories and more students in the 
Proficient category.  Milton is slightly lower in the Advanced category for English/Language 
Arts but is higher in the Advanced category for Math. 

• Grade 7 English Language Arts and Mathematics - For both subjects, Milton has fewer 
students in the Warning/Failing and Needs Improvement categories and more students in the 
Proficient category.  In the Advanced category for English/Language Arts, Milton is equal to the 
State.  For Math, Milton has more students in the Advanced category. 

• Grade 8 English/Language Arts and Mathematics - For both subjects, Milton has fewer 
students in the Warning/Failing and Needs Improvement categories and more students in the 
Proficient category.  Milton is slightly lower in the Advanced category for English/Language 
Arts and almost equal in the Advanced category for Math. 

• Grade 8 Science & Technology Engineering – In this area Milton has fewer students in the 
Warning/Failing and Needs Improvement categories and more students in the Proficient 
category. Milton is almost equal to the State in the Advanced category. 

• Grade 10 Science & Technology Engineering - In this area Milton has fewer students in the 
Warning/Failing category; more students in the Needs Improvement category; more students in 
the Proficient category; and fewer students in the Advanced category.  *Mr. Phelan explained 
this group of students had not received the benefit of the modified Science curriculum.   

• Grade 10 English/Language Arts and Mathematics - For both subjects, Milton has fewer 
students in the Warning/Failing and Needs Improvement categories and more students in the 
Proficient category.  Milton is slightly lower in the Advanced category for English/Language 
Arts and slightly higher in the Advanced category for Math. 

 

Mr. Phelan stated the Leadership Team will continue to look at this data at the next MCAS retreat and 
future updates will be given at each School Committee meeting.  Mr. Lovely suggested that Committee 
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members reflect on all this data and direct any questions they have to Ms. Gormley or Mr. Phelan.  Ms. 
Bagley-Jones requested that all AYP/MCAS information be put on the website.  The Diversity Report 
and Field Trip readings were tabled until the next meeting. 

 
6. Communication Subcommittee Update – Ms. Bagley-Jones reported that Milton High and Pierce are  

now sending out Email Blasts.  Ms. Gormley believes the Elementary schools are doing this as well and 
she will verify this with the Principals.  Mr. Lovely requested that School Committee members be 
copied on all Email Blasts.  Also, any community member interested in receiving the Email Blast can 
contact Ms. Gormley’s office or Bob Pattison at bpattison@miltonps.org. With regard to community 
meetings (including meetings with PTOs, Site Councils, PAC members, and Citizens for a Diverse 
Milton), Ms. Bagley-Jones reported she is in the process of setting up these meetings and coordinating 
with School Committee members as to which meeting they plan to attend.  She will update her master 
list once everyone has responded.  Ms. Bagley-Jones would like to schedule community meetings to 
discuss the impact of the budget and suggested possible dates of October 28th or November 3rd at 7 p.m.  
Mr. Lovely asked that School Committee members contact Bev Quinn if they are available to attend 
these meetings.  Mr. Lovely suggested that Ms. Bagley-Jones give Ms. Gormley periodic updates on the 
work of Communications Subcommittee and perhaps post these updates on the website. 
 

7.   Finance Subcommittee Report – Ms. Kelly reported that the Finance Subcommittee met 
with the School Subcommittee of the Warrant Committee last week to discuss how they would like to 
work together in the upcoming budget process.  The Finance Subcommittee received the End of Year 
Report and discussed some Special Education issues (outside placements) that could impact the budget.  
Mr. Pavlicek added that the Finance Subcommittee discussed their concern over State finances.  He also 
discussed Question 1 on the ballot regarding State Income Tax and what an impact it would have if this 
question were to pass.  Mr. Lovely added that the Arlington School Committee adopted a motion to 
oppose the ballot question on State Income Tax.  Although a School Committee cannot urge residents on 
how to vote, they can express their support or opposition of a ballot question.  At the next School 
Committee meeting, Mr. Lovely plans to propose a motion that conforms to the Ethics Laws and 
appropriate regulations that permit the School Committee to publically express their position on the 
ballot question with respect to the elimination of the State Income Tax.  
 

8. Old Business – Last month the Committee had discussed the College Fair at Milton High School and  
Mr. Huban had asked if there was a policy regarding the type of groups allowed to attend.  He had 
mentioned a group that was not actually advocating for jobs for seniors, but was more of an “anti-
recruitment” group.  Ms. Gormley replied that the group referred to, Dedicated to Peace, was in 
attendance; however, Dr. Drottar spoke with them and this group will not attend future College Fairs at 
Milton High.  Mr. Lovely stated he would like to discuss this further at the next meeting.  Since we do 
allow representatives of the Armed Forces to attend, he feels other groups promoting peace or 
alternatives to the Armed Forces should have equal right to express their opinion as long as it is done in 
the proper forum and does not disrupt the event.    
 
Mr. Lovely reported that over $30,000 was raised for athletics at the recent Golf/Tennis Tournament.  
He thanked everyone involved with this event for their hard work.   
 

9. Next Meeting Agenda Items – In addition to information regarding College Fair attendees,  
Mr. Lovely requested information regarding the use of athletic fields for both men and women. 
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Mr. Pavlicek is interested in seeing the disaggregated School to College Report from the Dept. of 
Education at a future meeting.   
 

Motion was made to adjourn. 
 
Move:    C. Huban 
Second:  L. Sheridan 
Vote:  6-0-0 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:30 p.m. 


