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Milton School Committee 
Regular Meeting 

Milton High School Library 
November 6, 2006 

 
Minutes 

 
 
Meeting called to order 7:40 p.m. 
     
       Present Arrival/Departure 
 
Committee Present: 
   Paul Hogan      X    7:30 p.m.-10:45 p.m.     
              Chris Huban      X       7:30 p.m.-10:45 p.m. 
   Beirne Lovely      X     7:30 p.m.-10:45 p.m. 
   Mary Kelly      X     7:30 p.m.-10:45 p.m. 
   Laurie Stillman     X     7:30 p.m.-10:45 p.m. 
   Lynda Lee Sheridan     X     7:50 p.m.-10:45 p.m. 
 
 
Staff Present:   Dr. Magdalene Giffune, Superintendent; Mary Gormley, Assistant 

Superintendent for Curriculum & Personnel; Paul Hilton, Assistant 
Superintendent for Business 

 
1. Citizens Speak (Policy BEDH-Residents may speak for up to 3 minutes) 
 No one came forward to speak. 
 
2. Approval of Minutes 
 

Minutes of October 5, 2005              Accepted 
         X    Accepted as amended 
 

Moved: Chris Huban 
Second: Laurie Stillman 
Vote: 5-0-0 

 
Minutes of November 1, 2005     X    Accepted 
                Accepted as amended 
 
 Moved:  Beirne Lovely 
 Second: Mary Kelly 
 Vote:  5-0-0    
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2. Approval of Minutes (continued) 
 

Minutes of October 17, 2006 School  
Committee Public Forum      X    Accepted 

                 Accepted as amended 
  
 Moved:  Laurie Stillman 
 Second:  Chris Huban 
 Vote 5-0-0 
 
 Minutes of October 17, 2006 
 School Committee Meeting            Accepted 
          X   Accepted as amended  
 
 Moved:  Mary Kelly 
 Second:  Beirne Lovely 
 Vote: 5-0-1 

*Ms. Sheridan abstained from voting since she arrived after discussion of these 
minutes.  Minutes of 10/3/06 and the 9/16/06 Retreat will be discussed at the next 
meeting. 

 
3. Superintendent’s Report 
 

Dr. Giffune reported on various successful events held recently.  Some of these 
included the High School Orientation, the High School Drama Club’s 
presentation of Beauty and the Beast, and the wonderful experience we had 
hosting Japanese and French students.  At Mr. Lovely’s request Dr. Giffune 
reported about the safety of our buses.  Dr. Giffune stated that over the past 3 
school years we have had nothing but fender benders.   There have been no 
injuries due to the fact the buses are not equipped with seatbelts. 

  
 Professional Development 
 

Professor Greg Hall accompanied by two students from Bentley College gave a 
presentation on Internet Safety and Access.  They introduced the group to 
“Language of the Web” and went over the possible threats such as cyber bullying, 
internet gossip, character assassinations and sexual harassment associated with the 
use of certain websites like MySpace, YouTube and Photoshop.  Professor Hall 
and sixteen Bentley students previously presented this information at greater 
length at a Professional Development Seminar.  This seminar was well received 
by teachers at all grade levels and everyone complimented the students and 
Professor Hall on their informative presentation.  This will be shown again at 
Milton High School at a future date.  It will be available to all public and private 
school teachers of Milton and also to citizens.  More information on this will 
follow.  



 3 

 
3. Superintendent’s Report (continued) 
 

The next presentation was by Sean Walsh, Human Resource Assistant.  In his 
presentation Mr. Walsh showed the system being used, Smartedu.net, which 
allows educators/staff to register for Professional Development Seminars and 
track earned points.  This is found on the Milton Public School home page under 
the drop-down menu Professional Development.  Once logged in you can search 
all courses offered, register, receive confirmation via email, and print a certificate. 
There must be a minimum of seven people before a Professional Development 
session is held.  Mr. Lovely asked if course material could be linked to the 
website.  Mr. Walsh replied that it could not and that all material is sent by the 
individual instructor. Dr. Giffune thanked Mr. Walsh and Mike Goodless, 
Director of Technology, for their help in getting this system running and thanked 
all teachers who are providing courses.   A special thank you was also given to 
Ms. Gormley for her involvement in Professional Development. 
 
After a question by Ms. Kelly about Professional Development points, Dr. 
Giffune explained that at a state level teachers need so many Professional 
Development points in order to be re-certified.  These points are in instruction and 
content within the teacher’s particular discipline, i.e. Science at Elementary level.  
Each teacher must have his or her own plan to obtain these points and these points 
can be audited. 
 
Paul Hilton gave the Committee a demonstration of Saf-T-Net ALERTNOW 
Rapid Notification Service.  This service will provide rapid notification of 
school closings due to inclement weather, etc. through concurrent voice and email 
messages.  The cost for the remaining year would be approximately $6,000, and 
the annual charge for this service is approximately $10,000.  This includes 
unlimited voice and email.  The system can have subsets by school, class, activity, 
etc. so there are many possible uses.  It can alert parents of absences, send 
reminders for PTO meetings, after school activities, open houses and other 
important events.  Phone numbers and email addresses are taken from the contact 
information cards students fill out at the beginning of each year.  The system calls   
the first number on the student sheet as well as sends an email to the listed 
address.  In the event of an emergency, all numbers are called (up to 5 numbers).   
Telephone numbers in public schools are considered directory information; 
however, this directory will never be sold and confidential information will not be 
given out. 
 
Dr. Giffune gave a brief update on community service.  Students can give 
proposals to Guidance and work with Ms. Evans to coordinate hours.  Ms. Evans 
has 41 new requests for volunteers to help at road races, Brigham & Women’s 
Hospital and other opportunities.  There have been no changes to the required 
community service hours as of yet.  
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3. Superintendent’s Report (continued) 
 

Field Trips – Policy IJOA – This policy requires that any out-of-state field trips 
and/or field trips requiring overnight accommodations must receive preliminary 
and final approval from the School Committee.  . 

 
Motion was made to give preliminary approval of the Pierce Middle School 
trip to Costa Rica April 7-22, 2007. 
 
Moved:  Chris Huban 
Second: Beirne Lovely 
Vote: 6-0-0 
 
Pierce Middle School is planning a trip to Costa Rica in April, 2007.  The 
question was raised if any financial assistance is given to students with limited 
funds.  Dr. Giffune replied since it is not a curriculum requirement, no assistance 
is given.  The staff-to-student ratio for this trip is 1 staff member for every 4 
students.  Mr. Lovely asked if we get waivers and suggested we look at them 
carefully.  Dr. Giffune stated that we do get standard waivers.  Mr. Lovely voiced 
concern over insurance coverage in the event of an accident and our ability to get 
a student out of the country to a hospital if necessary.  Dr. Giffune said the 
company handling this trip, Costa Rica Explorations, has all contact information.  
Students should bring a copy of their insurance cards with them.  Mr. Lovely 
would like to see the package being given to parents along with any release forms 
before final approval is given.  Ms. Stillman questioned if there would be 
reimbursement made to students in the event of any unforeseen health alerts such 
as malaria. 
 
FY08 Budget Preview 
 
Dr. Giffune gave several handouts to Committee members outlining the 
parameters, assumptions and timeline for the FY08 Budget including Principal’s 
recommendations.  Discussion followed regarding items being requested, items 
dropped because they were Level 2 priorities and other areas of concern.  This 
was just a bird’s eye view of what Administration would like to see.  The Finance 
Subcommittee will discuss the FY08 budget and School Committee members can 
attend this meeting.  School Committee members who are not part of the Finance 
Committee should give any questions or concerns they have regarding the FY08 
budget to the Superintendent’s office so they may be brought to the table.  Ms. 
Kelly also voiced the question of how this meeting should be posted if School 
Committee members were to attend. 
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4. Chair’s Report 
 
 Capital Planning Committee 

 
Handouts were given showing all proposed capital improvement considerations.   
Several items were listed which were problem areas with construction.  Mr. 
Lovely responded that these items were clearly things we expected done properly.  
It was suggested that the School Committee write a letter stating that all defects in 
function and design of the buildings should be corrected.  Included in this list 
would be Isolation Valves at Milton High School, High School Roof/Flashing, 
Pierce Middle School drain line and the Pierce Middle School/Curtain Wall.  
Another item discussed was the roof on the Cunningham back wing.  This is a 
$30,000+ item.  This section may need replacement due to heavy equipment being 
used, etc.  The School Building Committee will pursue this matter. 
 
Motion made for the School Committee to compose a letter stating that all 
defects in function and design of the buildings be corrected. 
 
Moved:  Beirne Lovely 
Second:  Chris Huban 
Vote: 6-0-0 

 
 School Building Committee 
 

The contract for the Collicot gym has been signed with Agostini.  Ms. Sheridan 
reported that the Committee had a tour of the schools and they are making 
wonderful progress.  An end of June, 2007 move-in date is expected. 
 
Finance Subcommittee Report 
 
The Finance Subcommittee met today and discussed the FY08 budget and also 
reviewed the FY07 budget. 
 

5. New Business 
 
 MASC/Mass Conference-This conference will be held Nov. 8-11, 2006.   
 

Motion was made to approve the resolution being presented at this 
conference.  Resolution 1 – Including Transitory Student Enrollment in the 
Calculation of Aid under Chapter 70. 
 
Moved:  Beirne Lovely 
Second:  Chris Huban 
Vote 6-0-0 
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5. New Business (continued) 
 

Ms. Stillman stated she had received an email from one Milton resident regarding 
carbon emissions and global warming.  In this email it was requested to allow 
school children to view Al Gore’s movie, “An Inconvenient Truth”, during the 
school day and then perhaps show it to the community.  The question was raised 
if the auditorium at either Pierce Middle School or Milton High School could be 
made available to the public for this purpose.  Mr. Huban replied we should think 
carefully before we commit to the rental or use of our facilities for this type of 
presentation.   
 
Ms. Kelly inquired about the policy of the Open Meeting Law.  For example, if 
four School Committee members were to attend a public meeting such as a 
Selectmen’s Meeting, would this be a violation?  Dr. Giffune replied that as long 
as the members are not deliberating School Committee business at such a 
meeting, there would be no violation.  Ms. Kelly suggested we address this with 
the public so there is no question of the Open Meeting Law. 
 

6. Old Business 
 
 FY07 Budget 
 

After a motion was made to approve the FY07 Budget, Ms. Kelly stated she 
would abstain from voting on this since she had made several requests for back up 
salary information and felt she had not received sufficient information.  She is, 
therefore, requesting this information under the Public Records Law.  Mr. Lovely 
stated that Ms. Kelly is certainly entitled to Paul Hilton’s or the Superintendent’s 
files to look at any document in any file in the public school system.  However, if 
the level of information being requested is not in written form, the Finance 
Subcommittee concluded it would not be the best use of Administration’s time to 
produce such a report.  Dr. Giffune and Paul Hilton had met with Ms. Kelly 
earlier today and felt they explained this matter sufficiently.  Mr. Hilton explained 
there had been an error on the Pivot Table format which caused confusion with 
the numbers.  Mr. Lovely wanted to confirm there was no implication of 
wrongdoing, and Ms. Kelly stated that she was not implying that.  Dr. Giffune 
stated this information has been given and explained to Ms. Kelly on several 
occasions and she felt it was a disservice to continue this discussion.  Ms. Kelly 
was equally as adamant in her position.  After lengthy discussion, it was motioned 
to approve the FY07 budget. 
 
Motion was made to approve the format and presentation of the FY07 
Budget as presented at the last School Committee Meeting. 
 
Moved:  Beirne Lovely 
Second:  Chris Huban 
Vote: 5-0-1  
 
The meeting adjourned at 10:45 p.m. 
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