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To: Faculty, Staff, Parent(s) and Guardian
From: Mary Gormley, Superintendent 
Re: E-Blast Newsletter 
Date: Wednesday, December 7, 2011 
 
 
From the Desk of the Superintendent:   
 
 The FY13 DRAFT Budget, the financial plan of school activities for next year, is almost complete. 
Central Office Administrators have been worki
administrators and the Warrant Committee. There is 
from the state and town receipts will meet 
level service budget. However, it is still early in the process and we want to be prepared if we need to make 
reductions if we do not receive level service funding
reductions from a level service budget. Those lists,
non-salary and salary reductions. Some of those ideas may happen exactly as presented and some may not. As 
always, we will know more after the governor releases 
House of Representatives releases their version of the state budget typically in March. The 
Budget Summary and reduction list and summary
can be found on our website at http://www.miltonps.org/committee
 

The School Administration will be presenting the FY13 Draft Budget to the Warrant Committee on 
December 7, 2011 at 6pm at Town Hall. We expect to return to pres
in the past, we will be presenting the budget to each School PTO and the following dates and times are below 
for your reference as you are welcome to attend.
 
School    Date  
Cunningham/Collicot  1/9/12  
Glover    TBA  
Tucker    1/10/12 
Pierce    1/4/12  
Milton High   1/5/12  
 
 

SCHOOL COMMITTEE UPDATE
  
 The most recent School Committee meeting was held on Wednesday, November 30th. At this meeting, 
members voted to appoint School Committee member 
Government Study subcommittee being formed by 
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Budget, the financial plan of school activities for next year, is almost complete. 
Central Office Administrators have been working with Finance Sub Committee, Building Principals, other 
administrators and the Warrant Committee. There is more optimism than the last few years that 

will meet the needs of the school and the town and we will be c
level service budget. However, it is still early in the process and we want to be prepared if we need to make 

if we do not receive level service funding.  So, we have been working to produce two lists of potential 
reductions from a level service budget. Those lists, currently in draft form, are, again, simply categorized as 

salary and salary reductions. Some of those ideas may happen exactly as presented and some may not. As 
overnor releases the state’s budget in late January and 

House of Representatives releases their version of the state budget typically in March. The 
list and summary, and future budget documents relating to budget development 

http://www.miltonps.org/committee-budget.php.  

The School Administration will be presenting the FY13 Draft Budget to the Warrant Committee on 
. We expect to return to present in greater detail

presenting the budget to each School PTO and the following dates and times are below 
for your reference as you are welcome to attend. – Mary C. Gormley 

Time  Room 
6:00 PM Library   
  Library 

 7:00 PM Library  
6:30 PM Library 
7:00 PM Library 

SCHOOL COMMITTEE UPDATE 

chool Committee meeting was held on Wednesday, November 30th. At this meeting, 
School Committee member Leroy Walker as a member of the new Town 

Government Study subcommittee being formed by the Milton Board of Selectmen.  Next, 
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member Denis Keohane gave a summary of his recent participation in the MASC annual meeting, during which 
he represented the views of the Milton School Committee. 
 The rest of the meeting centered on the issues surrounding the FY13 budget. The Town of Milton 
Warrant Committee requested that the administration prepare a level-funded budget for FY13, which would 
require $1.7 million in cuts. The preparation of this budget is part of the annual budget process and does not 
necessarily mean that any or all of these cuts will be implemented. We are optimistic that the Milton Public 
Schools will ultimately move forward to the FY13 budget year with a level-service budget.   For more 
information on the FY 13 budget process, see the item further down in this eblast.  To see the presentation on 
the potential cuts under a level-funded budget, click:  
 

http://www.miltonps.org/documents/2013ReductionSummary11-30-11SCMeeting.pdf 
 
 SC members also began to discuss a new policy for both employees and students which will address 
social media/Facebook usage. 
  
 The next meeting will be held on December 14th in the Milton High School Library at 7 pm. 
 

CURRICULUM NEWS 
 
 Don’t forget, the Milton Public Schools have a half day on Friday, December 23rd. Winter Recess runs 
from December 26th to January 2nd and classes resume on January 3rd.  
 

* * *  
 

Full Day Kindergarten Registration – It is time to begin the process of registering your children for 
kindergarten for the Fall of 2012.  Parents/guardians of children who will enter kindergarten in the Fall of 2012 
should fill out a pre-registration form at  

www.tinyurl.com/kindergartenprereg. 
Mark your calendars for Kindergarten Information Night on Wednesday, January 25th at 7pm in the 

Charles C. Winchester Auditorium.  Everyone who pre-registers will receive updates on timelines and 
information on the registration process.  Please note: children must be 5 years of age before September 1, 2012 
in order to register. 

 
* * *  

  
 Students on the 8th Grade Orion Team at Pierce Middle School recently wrote letters and made posters 
with words of inspiration for our Milton soldiers serving overseas.  Students included stories about their lives, 
and news from Milton. There were a total of 95 posters, with an assortment of inspirational and motivational 
words from our 8th graders. 
  One of these servicemen, Bubba Muse, a Milton resident stationed in Afghanistan, received the package 
and is in the process of setting up an email account where he can send his thanks to the Pierce students.  One of 
our Pierce teachers, Kerri Devin, has a brother Michael serving in the military and he was also sent one of the 
packages. Students are hoping to get a reply soon.  This is a fantastic way for our students to connect current 
events, geography, history and writing into a meaningful project. Hats off to these students and their teachers. 
  

* * *  
 

The following is an update from the Pierce Mock Trial Club, submitted by advisors Dave Querzoli and Ellen 
Gehret. 

 
 The Pierce Mock Trial club welcomed parent Leigh Mills (Georgia Bell's mother). We have been 
working on a practice case based on an Associated Press article, but further developed by the club. It involves a 
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student at a Louisiana High School with a dress code. The dress code was relaxed for the day to celebrate the 
New Orleans Saints' Super Bowl appearance. A new student came to school wearing the opponents 
(Indianapolis Colts) jersey and was told he violated the dress code. He left school and our club took the story 
from there and wrote in a twist with a suspension. In our case, the student is taking the district to court in an 
attempt to clear the suspension from his record. 
 Last week, Ms. Mills worked with students on selecting witnesses and asking appropriate direct and 
cross examination questions. We're hoping to have a practice run through of this trial to get the students 
acclimated to the trial process in December. After the Holiday break, we will write a new case with the students 
and go to trial. This will be the culminating event for the club. 
 

* * *  
 

We also have an update from our Milton High Mock Trial club, submitted by advisor Mike Matisoff: 
 
 The high school mock trial program is well under way.  We received our case in late October and have 
been working on dissecting the materials since day one.  The case this year for the competition is a civil case 
against a high school teacher who is being accused of negligence. The plaintiff is accusing the defendant, a 
teacher, of being negligent of their duties to report instances of bullying at school that led to a student's 
depression and mental breakdown.  The teacher is claiming innocence.  
 Local attorney Michael Chinman has come in to work with the class and the after school "mock trialers." 
 During his most recent visit, Mr. Chinman taught the students about the law of the case … for example, what is 
negligence? what do you have to prove to win the case for either side?  what are some other cases involving 
negligence in the news?   
 Our specific competition dates are TBD, but the competitions for Massachusetts begin the last week of 
January. 
 

* * *  
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

 The Glover School French and English book fair was held this week at the Glover Library.  If you would 
like to pick up any French-language or English children’s books as holiday gifts, there is still time. The 
remaining hours are today, Wednesday, December 7th from 3:15 - 5pm and 7:00 - 8:30pm. 
 

* * *  
 
 The Milton High Guidance Department is sponsoring a Financial Aid Night tonight, Wednesday, 
December 7th at 7:00 P.M. in the Charles Winchester Auditorium.  The guest speaker will be Stephanie Wells 
from the Massachusetts Educational Financing Authority, who will provide an overview of how to pay for 
college including types and sources of financial aid, and a summary of financial aid applications, and packaging 
policies.   
 The FAFSA is required to be eligible for federal student aid programs, such as Pell grants, Stafford, 
Perkins and PLUS loans, and federal work-study programs.  Also, states and colleges use FAFSA information 
to award financial aid packages.   A FAFSA is required as part of the application for a Federal PLUS Loan, 
which is a college loan program for parents.  Previously, a FAFSA was only required for a Federal Stafford 
Loan for students, a non-credit based loan featuring a low fixed interest rate.  Each college and university 
requires the FAFSA but deadlines differ from college to college.  Parents and students should check with their 
colleges about deadlines; many deadlines are as early as February 1. 
 Ken Aubert, Milton High School Guidance Department Head, suggests that “every family sending a 
child to college should file a FAFSA and see how much financial aid they might be eligible for. Many families 
who think they are not eligible are sometimes surprised by the financial aid award that their child receives.”  
Aubert adds that “prior to completing a FAFSA, parents should obtain a FAFSA personal identification number 
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(PIN) at www.fafsa.gov. The PIN serves as an electronic signature, and filing electronically speeds up 
processing over submitting a paper application.”  
 For more information about Milton High’s Financial Aid Night, please contact Ken Aubert at 
kaubert@miltonps.org 
 

* * *   
 
 Please make note of the following dates for upcoming student concerts: the Milton High Winter Concert 
will be held on Tuesday, Dec. 13th at Milton High at 7 pm; Pierce Winter Concert will be held at Milton High 
on Dec 14 for 6th Grade Chorus, Jazz Band, Hand Bell Choir, Before School Singers, Treble Singers, Sixth-
Grade Band and Sixth-Grade Strings. On December 15th at 7 pm, Pierce 7th & 8th Grade Band, 7th & 8th 
Grade Strings, Hand Bell Choir, Mixed Chorus, Select Chorus and Strings Chamber Orchestra will all perform.  
All concerts are $5 at the door for adults; students are free. 
 

* * *   
  
 The Tucker Elementary School is hosting Unity Night at Milton High on Thursday, December 8th from 
7 to 8pm. This is Tucker’s biggest event of the year that involves the entire school.  This year’s theme is jazz, 
and every grade level will perform. The school invited OrigiNations Dance Company to work with grades 3-5, 
and lower grade levels will be performing a song or dance number.  
 

* * *  
 
 On Sunday, December 11th, there will be a Milton Student Art Show at the Milton Public Library’s 
Keys Room, sponsored by ArtSpace Milton. This show, held from 1 to 4pm will feature the work of talented 
students of all ages throughout Milton. View a student-made digital art show, or finish some of your holiday 
shopping. Make your own ornament or purchase a hip new Artspace Milton T-shirt.  For more info, visit: 
www.ArtspaceMilton.com 
 

* * *  
 
 The Pierce After-School Creativity Club (Arts and Recycling) will host a Winter Arts Festival 
Thursday, December 15th at Pierce Middle School in rooms 101 and 104 (Art Rooms) from 4:00 p.m. to 
6:30p.m.  Come and view the wonderful artwork and purchase various arts and crafts made by the students in 
the Creativity Club. Refreshments will be available for purchase.  
 

* * *  
 
 The Milton High School Chapter of the National Honor Society will be hosting a Wildcat Fun Night on 
Saturday, December 17th from 6:30-9:00pm at the Glover School.  The cost is $10 per child. This is a drop-off 
event for students K-5 and movies, food, arts & crafts and gym games will all be offered.  
 

* * *  
 
 This holiday season, Pierce Middle School is supporting three separate Community Projects. These local 
groups aid in providing assistance to middle and high school age children 10-18 years old: 
 Essentials for Teens (in cooperation with The Milton Resident’s Fund): Please take a gift tag from our 
giving wall, located outside the main office, for the 84 Milton Teens in need this holiday season.  Seeking 
donations of hats, scarves, socks, and gloves. 
 Families Helping Families: Please donate a gift card (Shaws, Stop & Shop, Walmart, Target, etc...) or 
write a check (Payable to Pierce PTO) to support Pierce Families in need.  
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 Student Council’s Toy Drive (in cooperation with My Brother’s Keeper): Please donate an unwrapped 
game or toy for a child this holiday season. 

 
* * *  

 
On Saturday, January 28, 2012 International Master 
David Vigorito will serve as tournament director for 
“Chess-a-Palooza!” a fun and friendly scholastic chess 
tournament open to all Milton school students. Players 
of all abilities are welcome. The tournament will be 
limited to the first 50 entrants. Trophies and prizes will 
be awarded in grades K-2, grades 3 - 5, grades 6 – 8, and 
grades 9 -12. Sections may be modified depending on 
the number of entrants. Cost is $5 if registered in 

advance, or $8 at the door. This event is sponsored by The Friends of the Milton Public Library and starts at 
9:30am in the Keys Community Room at 476 Canton Avenue on the Library’s lower level.  For more 
information or to register please visit www.miltonlibrary.org or contact Christy Daniels at 
is2cd@gwmail.gwu.edu. 
 

 
FACILITIES UPDATE 

 

 
 
 

The 3 million dollar rooftop solar project is a power purchase agreement and places 2,487 solar panels 
on four school rooftops at no out-of-pocket cost to the school department and Milton taxpayers. This project is 
green, environmentally and financially.  The School Department will receive a 60% discount per kilowatt hour 
produced by the solar panels, it will save approximately $92,000 in the first full year of operation and is 
expected to save approximately$2.5 over the twenty-year life of the panels.  Environmentally, this project will 
reduce the use of fossil fuels to generate electricity and reduce carbon emissions and other disruptions to the 
environment. 
 

This project is expected to produce 20% of the school department’s total FY11 electricity consumption. 
The project is guaranteed to produce 18% of FY11’s total consumption. The Tucker School solar panel project 
is complete and the energy produced by the panels is available at  www.alsoenergy.com  and in the upper right 
hand corner select the login link. User name is tuckerelementary (no spaces between the two words) and the 
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password is solar. The Glover School and Pierce School are expected to complete in the next couple of weeks 
(weather permitting) and the High School is expected to be complete around Martin Luther King Day. 
 

School KW # of panels panel size dc watts %  DC % Panels 

Tucker 19.1 78 245 19110 2.7% 3.1% 

MHS 443.4 1309 290 379610 52.9% 52.6% 

Pierce 143.5 495 290 143550 20.0% 19.9% 

Glover 175.4 605 290 175450 24.4% 24.3% 

 

781.4 2,487 1115 717720 100.0% 100.0% 

 
 
The Cunningham and Collicot school building has 250 solar panels that were part of the MTC grant with the 
building project and produces approximately 10% of the building’s electricity. 

 
PAC/SPECIAL ED NEWS 

 
 The Milton Special Education Parent Advisory Council presents “Parent Speak,” on Thursday, 
December 8th at 7pm in the Pierce Middle School library, 451 Central Avenue. Please join Mr. Kevin Lenane 
as he facilitates a discussion about your concerns. “Parent Speak” is an opportunity for parents to share 
concerns as we work together as an advocacy group to improve special education services in the Milton Public 
Schools. Parents are welcome to share their concerns about the implementation of their child’s IEP, problems 
they are having now or have had in the past, etc. 
 For more information, email miltonpac@yahoo.com 

 
NEWS AROUND TOWN  

 
  Milton Hospital is excited to announce its “Holiday Bazaar” craft fair, to be held in the Highland Lobby 
on Saturday, December 10th from 11am to 4pm at Milton Hospital.  All net proceeds will benefit Milton 
Hospital's Development Fund to help support patient care, new technology and future health care services. 
 Hosted by the "The Friends of Milton Hospital," the hospital’s volunteer and fundraising organization, 
the cheerful day will be filled with hand-made holiday crafts for sale, seasonal entertainment, raffle prizes to 
help attendees get a head start on holiday shopping, and more. Santa will also be on-hand for photo 
opportunities! 
 

* * *  
 
 Our Milton Parks and Recreation department is hosting several sports programs over the next several 
weeks, as well as a holiday shopping trip to New York City. For more information, please visit this link: 
 http://www.townofmilton.org/Public_Documents/F0000FCED/Sports%20Programs 

 
* * *  

  
 As many of you know, the Town of Milton will be celebrating its 350th Anniversary during 2012. As 
part of the celebration, the Milton Public Schools will be helping to sell commemorative calendars created by 
the Anniversary Committee, which is chaired by one of our School Committee members, Lynda Lee Sheridan. 
These beautiful wall calendars, which feature original artwork by local artists, are $10 apiece and will be 
available in all six of our schools. These calendars would make a great holiday gift! To see the each of the 
beautiful designs for every month, please click here: 

http://www.milton350thanniversary.org/Store-Calendar.html 
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ATHLETICS 
 

 Pierce Middle School is starting a wrestling program. Presented by Milton High wrestling coach Ted 
Carroll. This program will run from 6-7:30pm at the Copeland Field House on the following Monday nights: 
Dec. 12, 19, Jan. 2, 9, 23, 30, Feb. 6, 13, 27, March 5, 12. The cost is $35, which includes a T-shirt. All 
additional proceeds will benefit the Milton High Wrestling program. For more information, please contact 
tandkcarroll@verizon.net 

 
AMBASSADOR PAGE 

 
As part of our E-blast, we highlight students, teachers and members of the community whose hard work 

deserves recognition. Please read about some of their outstanding accomplishments below: 
 
Student: I would like to thank Danny Stockbridge, Maddie Scott, Will Jrolf, Nick Daly, Mike Liboissonnault, 
Rudy Chase, Sawyer Flanagan, Dominick Hyppolite and Mark Walsh, nine members of the Pierce Lego 
Robotics “Mooseheads” team, who competed recently at North Quincy High in a regional tournament. Our 
Pierce students spent nearly 8 hours on a Saturday, along with their advisor, Pierce science teacher David 
Romeo. Our students represented the Milton Public Schools very well in this competition and gained valuable 
experience in this extremely competitive event. Great job! 
 
Teacher: I would like to recognize Jim DeMaggio, our seventh-grade science teacher at Pierce Middle School, 
for his recent efforts in the “Jeans for Teens” drive. As the Student Government advisor, he organized Pierce 
student leaders to collect gently used jeans for teenagers in need. As a result of their efforts, more than 500 pairs 
of jeans were collected and donated to a local charity. Well done!  
 
Volunteer: I would like to thank Charles Costello, a lunchroom volunteer at Collicot School. Mr. Costello has 
been visiting the Collicot lunchroom twice a week for more than a year. He hands out plastic silverware, straws 
and napkins to our youngest students in the lunchroom and always has a smile and a kind word to share. His 
granddaughter, Lillian Goode, a student at Collicot, is lucky to have such a dedicated grandfather, and the 
Milton Public Schools are fortunate to have such a wonderful volunteer. Thank you. 
 
The Milton Public School system is an equal opportunity employer and is committed to the provision of quality 
educational programs for all students.  The Milton Public School system does not discriminate on the basis of 

race, color, sex, religion, national origin, disability, genetic information, age or sexual orientation. 
 
 
 
 
                                                             
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 


