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From the Desk of the Superintendent: 

 

 We are only a few weeks into summer, but we already have plenty to share with the Milton Public 

School community. In addition to exciting news about new administrators, we also have some important 

information and deadlines for transportation and athletics as well as the addition of a new member to our 

Milton School Committee. Please enjoy vacation time -- and encourage summer reading! – Mary C. Gormley 

 

SCHOOL COMMITTEE UPDATE 

 

There have been two School Committee meetings since my last Eblast. Below is a summary of those meetings: 

 

June 19th: Two meetings were held on this night. First, the School Committee convened to discuss their 

choice of candidate for the open seat. Interviews of all 11 candidates had been conducted at the June 13th 

meeting. Each School Committee member named his/her top choices and the list of candidates was narrowed 

down by this process. After some discussion, members unanimously voted to approve Becky Padera for the 

position.  Next, a joint meeting of the Board of Selectmen and the School Committee was convened at which 

time both boards unanimously confirmed Ms. Padera.  

 

June 27th: The meeting began with a presentation of two awards by the Massachusetts Association of 

School Committees. Ada Rosmarin was presented with the “Friend of Public Education” award; and the 

Copeland Family Foundation was presented with the “Outstanding School Partners” award. 

 Next, members of MPEG came to speak to School Committee members about the improvements made 

to the television studios at both the middle and high school buildings. Marvin Gordon, Bernie Lynch, Dr. Frank 

Giuliano and Mike Lynch presented a video detailing the changes to the physical spaces in each building. More 

than $187,000 has been invested in these improvements, all of which is funded by Comcast. The MPEG board 

outlined their plans to work collaboratively with the Milton Public Schools to offer students training and access 

to the studios. 

 Assistant Superintendent John Phelan gave a presentation on Drug & Alcohol Abuse Prevention and 

what the Milton Public Schools currently have in place at each grade level. There was some discussion about 

increasing the amount of time spent on drug and alcohol awareness and on introducing these topics at earlier 

grade levels.  

 Members welcomed Becky Padera to the School Committee and observed a moment of silence for Dr. 

Anne Coghlan.  As part of the Chairman’s Report, there was a discussion about a timeline for a presentation of 
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the French Immersion and English program student data.  It has since been decided that this presentation will 

take place on July 25, 2012 at the next School Committee Meeting.   

 As part of the Finance Subcommittee report, there was a discussion about class sizes for the fall 

Kindergarten classes. Because of a spike in enrollment, some K classes have exceeded the “cap” set by the 

Superintendent. There was a proposal to add an additional Kindergarten classroom to alleviate the larger class 

sizes (in a school to be determined).  Assistant Superintendent Matthew Gillis made a presentation which 

showed that the classroom could be added without impacting the school budget by revising the Full Day 

Kindergarten grant and through the collection of tuitions for Full Day Kindergarten. School Committee 

members voted 4-1 to approve the new classroom.  

 

CURRICULUM NEWS 

 

 We are pleased to announce two major appointments.  With the help of our Cunningham Principal 

Screening Committee, I have appointed Mr. Jonathan Redden as the new Principal of the Cunningham 

Elementary School.  Mr. Redden is an outstanding candidate who recently completed his Master’s Degree in 

School Leadership from the Harvard Graduate School of Education.  He also holds a Master’s Degree in 

Education from the University of Massachusetts - Boston and Bachelor’s Degree in Political Science from 

Providence College. Mr. Redden served as the Principal Intern at the William Henderson School/Harbor Pilot 

School in Boston for the past year and was a General/Special Education Teacher at the Richard J. Murphy 

School in Boston for the previous five years. We are happy to welcome Mr. Redden to the Milton Public 

Schools and to the Cunningham community.  

 Many thanks to our screening committee which was composed of parent representatives Tonysha 

Taylor, Maureen Butler, Lorie and Douglas White; Elementary Mathematics and Technology Coordinator Holly 

Concannon; teacher representatives Meaghan Ohrenberger and Emily Hyde as well as Assistant Superintendent 

John Phelan and Principal Marcia Uretsky who all contributed to the selection process. 

 I have also appointed Milton High School’s new Math, Business & Technology Department Head.  

From among a very talented pool of candidates, we have chosen Ms. Courtney Walsh who comes to us from the 

Braintree Public Schools where she served as an administrative intern and a high school math teacher. Ms. 

Walsh was also a math instructor at Eastern Nazarene College and a SAT Math Instructor for Braintree 

Continuing Education.   Again, please help me to welcome Ms. Walsh to the Milton Public Schools. She will be 

a valuable member of the administrative team at Milton High School. 

 The search for a new Elementary Curriculum Coordinator is still underway. I will share the news as 

soon as an appointment is made.  

 

* * *  

 Please be sure to remind your children to get started on their Summer Reading requirements. All grades 

have some type of requirement. For more specific information, please see www.miltonps.org.  

 

* * *  

 

 Milton High School teacher Tom Shaw has been coaching track at Ursuline Academy and our 

colleagues at Ursuline recently informed us that Mr. Shaw was selected as the Division 4 Coach of the Year in 

Girls Track.  Ursuline’s Athletic Director Mike O’Connor said that Mr. Shaw “goes above and beyond what a 

‘normal’ coach is required to do.” 

 He also said, “His eagerness and excitement for running is contagious. Since (Mr. Shaw) has taken over, 

we have won numerous awards and state championships. The girls and their parents not only like him, they 

respect him.” 

 Congratulations to Mr. Shaw for his achievement!  

 

* * *  

 

http://www.miltonps.org/
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 Please note that any bus applications received after August 15th will be wait listed until mid-September. 

For more information about transportation, please click here: 

http://www.miltonps.org/documents/GeneralBusRegistrationForm.pdf 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

 Tucker: Growing Forward is a documentary produced by Frank Schroth of MyTownMatters and 

directed by Mike Lynch of MATV. Through interviews with parents, teachers, and students it explores the spirit 

of Tucker, Milton's smallest elementary school what makes it successful. 

 The documentary had its first public showing recently at Milton Public Library.  To view an article 

written about the Tucker documentary, click on this link: 

  http://articles.boston.com/2012-06-27/yourtown/32443357_1_students-film-smallest-school 

 The documentary will next be shown at Fuller Village on July 23rd at 2 pm. 

 

NEWS AROUND TOWN 

 

 The Milton Parks and Recreation department is running several summer programs. For more 

information about their offerings, please click here: 

 http://www.townofmilton.org/Public_Documents/F0000FCED/summer 

 

* * *  

 

New Library Director – Community Input Announcement:  The Milton Public Library Board of Trustees has 

appointed a Search Committee to find a new director.  Library Trustee members serving on the Committee are 

Hyacinth Crichlow, Janet Evans, Brendan McLaughlin and Mary Riffe Hiss who has been named chair.  Gene 

Boylan is the Library Foundation representative and Liz Buchanan is representing the Friends of the Milton 

Library. The Committee began meeting weekly starting in late May and anticipates that final candidates will be 

presented to the Trustees later this year for selection. 

 The Search Committee email is miltonlibrarydirectorsearch@gmail.com for suggestions and/or 

feedback. 

 

* * *  

 

 All summer long the Milton Public Library will be running a teen reading program, Own the Night. As 

part of this series, the library will host a Reader’s Café on July 10th from 6-7 p.m. Students entering grades 6-

12 in the fall are invited for an hour of pizza, snacks and good books with the library’s Young Adult Librarian, 

Emily Calkins. She will review new titles from the library’s teen young adult collection and teens can share 

what books they’re reading. 

 Admission to the café is free. Advance registration is recommended; please visit the library’s website 

(www.miltonlibrary.org) to sign up.  This program is sponsored by the Friends of the Milton Public Library. 

Contact Emily Calkins, Young Adult Librarian at 617-698-5757 or ecalkins@ocln.org for more information.  

 

THE ARTS 

 

 Artspace Milton’s 4 week camp offers a fun filled journey where we explore a number of art forms 

together. The camp is based on learning and having fun with an emphasis of process over product. Campers will 

be allowed to explore new ideas and media creatively and gain new art skills. Each day will include time for 

ART, snack, FUN & Games! 

 Register for one week or all four! Classes run from 9 am to noon at Milton High School. Each weeklong 

session features a different theme. Learn more about the individual session here. You can download our 

REGISTRATION FORM and flyer here. 

http://www.miltonps.org/documents/GeneralBusRegistrationForm.pdf
http://articles.boston.com/2012-06-27/yourtown/32443357_1_students-film-smallest-school
http://www.townofmilton.org/Public_Documents/F0000FCED/summer
mailto:miltonlibrarydirectorsearch@gmail.com
http://www.miltonlibrary.org/
mailto:ecalkins@ocln.org
http://www.artspacemilton.com/2012-artspace-summer-camp/
http://www.artspacemilton.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/ArtCrafts-Summer_12.pdf
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* * *  

 

 Art Camps are underway at the Milton Art Center as well. Both elementary, middle and high school 

level art classes are offered to Milton students throughout the summer at their building at 334 Edge Hill Road in 

Milton. For more information or to register, click here:  

http://miltonfava.tumblr.com/Summer%20camps 

 

ATHLETICS 

 

 Sign-ups for Fall 2012 Sports Teams will be held on August 10th from 10 am to 2 pm; August 13th 

through August 16th from 10 am to 2 pm; and August 20th to August 23rd from 9 am to 1 pm. 

   Before trying out for a team a student must obtain a "Clearance Card". To obtain the card, you must:  

 

 Have academic eligibility from the previous academic school year  
 (All incoming freshmen are eligible!) 

 Have a current copy of their physical from a physician (Dated within 13 months) 

 Have a check made payable to “MHS Athletics” for $250 OR a receipt for online payment.  

 Have a signed “Parental Permission” form 

 Have New Concussion Reporting Info Sheet filled out 

 Have a copy of Concussion Course Certificate from Parent/Guardian 
  

 For all sports sign-ups, you are able to make secure online payments through your checking account or credit 

card. A link to access the online payments is available on the Milton Public School webiste: 

https://unipaygold.unibank.com/default.aspx?customerid=715 
  

 If all the above criteria is met and given approval by the Athletic Office, a “Clearance Card” will be 

given to the student-athlete. The prospective student-athlete must present this clearance card to the coach before 

the coach will let them try out for the team.  The check will be returned or be reimbursed if the student does not 

make the team.  The Milton High School Athletic Office is located next to the Copeland Field House entrance. 

 Sign-ups after Thursday, August 23rd will be subject to missing 20% of their team’s scheduled games 

or meets.  Opportunities to try out and play may be limited for students who sign up after a team has started 

practicing on Thursday, August 23rd. 

 It is suggested that students attempt to get their Clearance Cards before their first practice date. Coaches 

will not let student-athletes participate without the card! Show up early due to long lines.  

 

* * *  

 

Steve Traister, MHS Athletic Director, sent the following letter to parents recently:  

 

Physical Exam Requirement for Participation in Athletics  

 

 The Massachusetts Interscholastic Athletic Association (MIAA) Board of Directors voted on Thursday 

June 7
th

 to adhere to the Department of Public Health’s policy regarding the physical exam required for 

participation in athletics. In order to be in compliance with the state regulations, physical exams will be required 

every thirteen months to the day of the exam.  

 For example if a student-athlete has a physical exam dated September 14, 2011, that exam will expire on 

October 14, 2012.  As of October 15, 2012, the student-athlete becomes ineligible to practice or compete until 

they present proof of a current physical exam to the school nurse or athletic department and obtain an updated 

clearance card for participation in athletics. This is a change from the current requirement which enabled a 

student-athlete to remain eligible for the entire season if their physical was current on the first day of practice.  

http://miltonfava.tumblr.com/Summer%20camps
https://unipaygold.unibank.com/default.aspx?customerid=715
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 Please make certain that your child has a current physical exam that will last the duration of the season 

or schedule a doctor’s appointment as soon as possible to have an updated physical exam. There will be no 

exceptions to this rule or extensions granted based upon a doctor’s note.  

 I realize this may cause some difficulties with the scheduling of doctor’s appointments and insurance 

coverage so I am providing advance notification so that everyone can be in compliance with the Department of 

Public Health and MIAA regulations and not impact your child’s eligibility for participation.  

 
    
 The Milton Public School system is an equal opportunity employer and is committed to the provision of quality educational programs for all students. The 
Milton Public School system does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, sex, religion, national origin, disability, genetic information, age or sexual orientation. 


