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From the Desk of the Superintendent: 
 
 Over the past several years, we have been working in collaboration with other town departments to form 
a Consolidated Facilities Department. At this time, I would like to update all Milton Public School parents, 
guardians and staff about our progress on this issue. 
  The Consolidated Facilities Department was prompted by a recognition that the town has a very large 
investment in all of its buildings, including more than $152 million recently invested in its school project and 
more than $13 million dollars in the newly renovated and expanded library building. We must do our best to 
maintain these buildings in both the short term and over the long term with the limited resources available.   
 The Consolidated Facilities Department is a joint initiative of the Board of Selectmen and School 
Committee that has been under study and development for more than two years.  The goal of the Consolidated 
Facilities Department is to manage and maintain all the town’s buildings, including the town’s six newly 
renovated and expanded school buildings, as efficiently and effectively as we can. Nearly all of the town’s 
buildings will be included in the scope of this new department. Our expectation is that by pooling the limited 
resources of multiple departments, we will get the efficiencies, economies of scale and enhanced expertise that 
will permit us to better use our limited resources to maintain our buildings.   
 A committee, made up of both town and school representatives, is currently in the final stages of hiring 
the new Director for the department. Once hired, this Director will report jointly to the Superintendent of 
Schools and Town Administrator. This position will be the linchpin of the department, providing the technical 
knowledge of a professional facilities manager, skill and experience in capital planning and the experience and 
communication skills necessary to bring about the collaboration and change necessary to make this department 
a success.  
 On Monday, February 14, 2011, a screening committee will be interviewing, Frederick Yule, John 
Crompton and William Ritchie, the finalists for the position of Director of the new Consolidated Facilities 
Department.   
 The televised interviews will begin at 6:30 pm in the John Cronin Conference Room at Town Hall.  The 
finalists were culled from over 70 applicants for the position from across Massachusetts and around the 
country. The five-person finalist screening committee will be composed of the Superintendent of Schools, the 
Town Administrator, a representative each from the School Committee and the Board of Selectmen and 
Consolidated Facilities Committee chairman, Anthony Cichello.  The screening committee is expected to meet 
to make a decision as to the new Director on Monday, February 28, 2011.   
   
 I am encouraging parent/guardians and staff who live in Milton to watch the interviews on Milton Cable 
Television on Monday, February 14th. 
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SCHOOL COMMITTEE UPDATE 

 
 Our most recent School Committee meeting scheduled for February 2nd was cancelled due to inclement 
weather.  Here is a summary from the most recent meeting held on January 26th. 
 First, we heard a report from the Milton High School Site Council presented by Principal Dr. John 
Drottar and MHS teacher Vernon Nelson. They discussed the current, successful BRIDGE program at Milton 
High; the desire to find funding to begin a formalized mentoring program; and the upcoming visit from New 
England Association of School and Colleges (NEASC), a regional accrediting association which establishes 
standards for all levels of education, from pre-K to doctoral. This group will be conducting an on-site evaluation 
of Milton High School in October as part of a process which occurs every 10 years. 
 Next, we heard a presentation from Holly Concannon, our Elementary Math Coordinator. She discussed 
some of the minor changes which have been made to “common core” requirements; talked about how Milton 
students are performing on standardized tests; outlined the Everyday Math curriculum; and advised parents to 
attend Math Nights when they are offered. In addition, Ms. Concannon pointed out that Study Island is an 
excellent tool for parents of students in grades 3-8. Please contact her at hconcannon@miltonps.org if you have 
questions about the elementary math program. 
 A change has been made to the way new students are assigned to first grade classrooms in the Milton 
Public Schools. We had a detailed presentation on this change, which was also shown during First Grade 
Information Nights on February 3rd at each of our schools. 
 For parents who were not able to attend these sessions, this presentation will be posted on our website 
next week. Briefly, the changes include: 
 
1. Attendance Area Revision: A group of streets in the neighborhoods between Glover and Tucker 

elementary schools will now officially be designated as a Glover/Tucker assignment area. (Street 
names and numbers will be posted.) Students from this area can be placed in either school. This applies 
to new students only.  

2. Incoming first graders with siblings in their home school will no longer be automatically grandfathered 
into the French Immersion program in that school. However, they will be given priority into the 
English program in their home school. A lottery system will be implemented to determine which 
students will fill available seats.  Again, FAQs and further detail will be posted at www.miltonps.org 

3. The timeline for registering a first grader is as follows: On February 10th, the Program Choice forms 
will be released. This form will allow parents to select either the French Immersion or English 
Language Arts with Spanish FLES.  Along with these forms will be a schedule for each elementary 
school with designated times for classroom visits. These visits will occur during the week of February 
14th. Program Choice forms are due back to the schools on March 2nd.  Parents will be notified by 
email on March 11th as to whether their child was assigned to their home school or will enter the 
lottery. If necessary, the lottery for each school will be held the week of March 14th. 

 
 Next, School Committee members approved several changes to the school committee calendar and 
agreed to review the Program of Studies at a future meeting. We heard a report from the finance subcommittee 
about our second quarter financial update. The committee approved a two-year contract for electrical supply. In 
addition, it was reported that the town received 72 applicants for the position of Consolidated Facilities 
manager, with 17 applicants going through the interview process. The meeting concluded with praise for the 
recent production of State Fair at Pierce Middle School; a reminder of Kindergarten Information Night on 
February 10th; and a plug for the upcoming Walk-a-thon for Milton High School Athletics, Clubs and 
Activities on February 12th from 1 to 4 pm.  
 The next School Committee meeting will be held on February 9th at 7 pm in the Milton High School 
library.  
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CURRICULUM NEWS 
 
 We are thrilled to announce that several MPS students were recently honored by the Boston Globe 
Scholastic Art contest. This is a regional competition, with more than 12,000 pieces of artwork submitted in 
various media. 
 The artwork of Gold Key and Silver Key winners will be exhibited at the Massachusetts State 
Transportation Building from February 14th to April 7th.  The building hours are Monday - Friday, 9am to 
5pm and Sunday from noon to 4pm. In addition, the Gold Key and Silver Key winning students will be honored 
on March 6th as part of Awards Day in Boston.  
 We are very pleased with the strong showing by our talented art students and recognize them and our 
wonderful art teachers for this accomplishment.  
 Pierce Middle School: Silver Keys went to Anna Gaden, Liv Jensen and Abigail Tingus; Honorable 
Mentions went to Ali Belash, Shane McLaughlin, Emma Pred-Sosa and Kaitlin Reed. Milton High School: 
Gold Keys were awarded to Clayton Baker, James Gallagher and Benjamin Richman; a Silver Key went to 
Abigail Macombe; and Honorable Mentions went to Breanna Butlin, Vivian Chu, Alexandria Mignone and 
Aoife Quinn.  
  

* * *  
 
 Please make note of the following MCAS schedules. We are doing our very best to bring you the latest 
information, but I also want our parents and guardians to know that there is some discussion about moving these 
dates, due to the many snow days our state has accrued so far this year. If there are any changes to this schedule, 
they will be determined by the Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education and we will 
convey them to you as soon as possible. 
 It is very important that parents and guardians try their best to get students to school on our assigned 
dates. Please make every effort to avoid scheduling doctor’s appointments, vacations, etc during MCAS testing 
dates.  Below is the current schedule, which DOES NOT include makeup dates. Please contact your principal 
about makeup dates, if necessary. 
 
 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS 
 
ELA COLLICOT CUNNINGHAM GLOVER TUCKER 

Gr. 3 – Rdg. 
Comprehension 

March 23 & 24 March 23& 24 March 23 & 
24 

March 23 & 
24 

Gr. 4- Long Composition March 22 March 22 March 22 March 22 

Gr. 4- Rdg. Comprehension March 28 & 29 March 28 & 29 March 28 & 
29 

March 28 & 
29 

Gr. 5- Rdg. Comprehension March 30 & 31 March 30 & 31 March 30 & 
31 

March 23 & 
24 

 
 
 
 
MATH COLLICOT CUNNINGHAM GLOVER TUCKER 

Gr. 3 – MATH May 10 & 11 May 10 & 11 May 10 & 11 May 11&12 

Gr. 4- MATH May 16 & 17 May 16 & 17 May 16 & 17 May 17 & 18 
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Gr. 5- MATH May 12 & 13 May 12 & 13 May 12 & 13 May 11&12 

 
 
 
SCIENCE COLLICOT CUNNINGHAM GLOVER TUCKER 

Gr. 5 – Science  May 18 & 19 May 18 & 19 May 18 & 19 May 17 & 18 

 
 

PIERCE MIDDLE SCHOOL 
 

ELA PMS 

Gr. 6 – Rdg. Comprehension March 23 & 24 

Gr. 7- Long Composition March 22 

Gr. 7- Rdg. Comprehension March 23 & 24 

Gr. 8- Rdg. Comprehension March 23 & 24 

 
 
 
 

MATH PMS 

Gr. 6 – MATH May 12 & 13 

Gr. 7 - MATH May 12 & 13 

Gr. 8 - MATH May 12 & 13 

 
 
 

SCIENCE PMS 

Gr. 8 – Science  May 17 & 18 

 
 
 

 
MILTON HIGH SCHOOL 

 
ELA MHS 

Gr. 10- Long Composition March 22 

Gr. 10- Rdg. Comprehension March 23 & 24 

 
 
 
 

MATH MHS 

Gr. 10 – MATH May 17 & 18 
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SCIENCE MHS 

High School Science  June 1 & 2 

 
 
 

 
* * *  

  
 We are so fortunate to have a resource like the Forbes House Museum in our town. This year, as in the 
past, the museum will be sponsoring the Lincoln Drawing and Essay Contest for students in grades 4 - 8.  
 The deadline for entering the contest is Friday, February 18th at 3pm. The Milton Village Office of 
Citizens Bank is generously sponsoring the Lincoln Essay Contest by giving a $25 Savings Bond to each of this 
year’s first place winners. Here is this year’s topic: 
 March 4, 2011 marks the 150th anniversary of Abraham Lincoln’s First Inaugural Address. At that time, 
Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi, South Carolina and Texas had already seceded from the 
Union and formed the Confederacy. In April the Civil War began and four additional states; Arkansas, North 
Carolina, Tennessee, and Virginia seceded from the Union. Chose one of the four States that had not yet 
seceded, as of March 4, 1861, and tell us what you think Lincoln could have said or done to persuade this State 
to stay in the Union.  
 The Drawing Contest is open to students in Grades K-3 and they are asked to draw a picture of Abraham 
Lincoln’s First Inauguration on March 4, 1861. 
 On the back of each entry, you MUST include: Your Name, Grade, Address, Phone Number and the 
Name of your School. Grade 6-8: 600-word maximum; grade 4-5: 300-word maximum; grade K-3: any media 
maximum size 22” x 28". Entries will be judged on creativity, originality of thought, quality of and pride in 
your work Mail to: Lincoln Contest, Forbes House Museum, 215 Adams Street, Milton, MA 02186. For more 
info, visit: http://www.forbeshousemuseum.org/events/index.htm. 
 

* * *  
 
 Our Debate Team continues to deliver good news. Following is a report from Nick Fitzgerald, debate 
team advisor: 
 Since their trip to George Mason University, Maya Rosmarin and Ailsa Jeffries continue to be our 
strongest debaters. Their team placed 6th recently at a tournament in Revere.  In an individual competition, they 
placed 6th and 10th respectively.  
 We have had several new students this year.  Beylul Negassi is a new junior.  Yuritzi Nunez and Trezure 
Lardeur are both sophomores and have had some success.  In addition, Connor Roche, Mustafa Shakarchi, 
Michael Riccuiti, and Chris Riccuiti are freshmen that we hope will continue to compete next year. 
 We all think that the new Debate elective will dramatically help our team grow and become more 
successful. Thanks to all who have offered support! 
 

* * *  
 
 We’d also like to announce that our new Mock Trial program at Milton High has been a smashing 
success.  
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 You are all invited to watch our students in their third trial on Wednesday, February 16th  (weather 
permitting) at 2pm at the Hingham District Court, 28 George Washington Boulevard in Hingham. Our students 
will compete against Braintree High School’s Mock Trial team. 
 Mock Trial is a program in which thousands of schools all over the country participate each year.  In 
Massachusetts alone, over 120 schools are competing for a chance at the state championship, and a chance to 
win the National Title.  
 Students are given a case in which they must study affidavits, witness testimonies, and evidence, create 
a timeline of events, and prepare a case for both the defense and the prosecution.  Students assume all of the 
roles as attorneys and witnesses and must create their case based on all of the information given.  As a team, the 
students compete against other schools after being assigned a side – either as prosecution or defense.  
 So far this year, our students have already competed against Thayer Academy and will compete against 
Hull High School and Braintree High School at Hingham District Court.  The students go through the trials in 
front of a real judge and a real attorney who scores them based on a set of criteria.  
 This has been a wonderful opportunity for the students to delve into our country’s judicial system and 
get truly hands-on in the trial experience.  
 We would like to thank Deb Tracy, a local attorney and Mock Trial coach; along with Michael Matisoff, 
Milton High History and program advisor for all their time and effort in getting this program off the ground. 
Great work! 
 

* * *  
 
 The Milton Public Schools is excited to announce the Milton Public Saturday Program (MPSP).  This 
program is sponsored by the Milton Foundation for Education. The MPSP was a huge success in its first year 
with over 120 students in grades 4-7 attending incredible enrichment classes for four consecutive Saturdays.  
This year we are going to extend the program to our grade three students and increase the sessions from four to 
six Saturdays. 
 

When: March 5, March 12, March 19, March 26, April 2, and April 9th 
Time: 8:30-12PM 

Location: Pierce Middle School 
Who: Milton Public Schools Students in Grades 3-7 

What: Enrichment Classes  
 
 Some of the enrichment classes offered this year will be Exploration Art, Readers’ Theater, Poetry also 
courses in physical education, science, cooking, technology and more!  We will also provide math and reading 
support classes as well.We will be publicizing the course offerings, tuition, and the registration process in the 
next few weeks.The Milton Public Schools is grateful the Milton Foundation for funding and supporting this 
exciting opportunity for the students and families of Milton.  
 
Registration information and the booklet of classes can be found at 
http://www.miltonps.org/documents/MPSPBOOKLET.pdf. 
 
 

* * *  
 
 This is a good time of year to remind parents that if you have changed your e-mail address and/or 
telephone number, to contact their child's school secretary to make the appropriate changes to your emergency 
contact card. Please call us if this is the case: 
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 Glover:   617-696-4288 
 Tucker:  617-696-4291 
 Cunningham:  617-696-4285 
 Collicot:  617-696-4282 
         Pierce:        617-696-4568 
 Milton High  617-696-4470  

 
* * *  

 
 Middle School parents and guardians, please take note: We received the following Independent Reading 
Guidelines from Amy Gale, Curriculum Coordinator at Pierce Middle School.  
 
Students should be reading at home every day 
Students should enjoy independent reading 
Students should show growth through independent reading (increase number of pages or level of complexity 
over time) 
Students should talk about/write about what they are reading 
Students should visit the library often (in school and out) 
 
Parents should encourage home reading 
Parents should allow students to select their own books 
Parents should allow students to abandon books they don’t enjoy 
Parents should hold kids accountable for home reading 
Parents should model good reading habits 
Parents should talk about their own reading 
Parents should talk to their kids about what they are reading 
Parents should encourage and facilitate library visits (in school and out) 
 
Teachers should support home reading efforts 
Teachers should teach children to choose appropriate/enjoyable books 
Teachers should hold kids accountable for home reading 
Teachers should recommend titles to students and parents 
Teachers should model good reading habits 

 
* * *  

 
 I would also like to congratulate to the 65 students who were selected   
by audition for SEMSBA Music Festivals. We are so proud of the 43 MHS who students were selected for 
Senior SEMSBA; the four MHS students who were selected for Junior SEMSBA; and the 18 Pierce students 
who were selected for Junior SEMSBA. Bravo! 
 
The following students were selected by auditions for the Senior and Junior SEMSBA festivals.  
 
Senior SEMSBA. Chorus:  Maryclare Blankenship, Nadjia Edwards, Kathleen Hill, Nancy Killoran, Kaitlin 
Neville, Eliza Trickett, Rebecca Liberman, Teresa Ruscito, Garith Christopher, John Garland, Mardoche 
Michel, Andrew Mowe, Christian Urbina, John Baublitz, David Cleckley, Ludjy Derisier, Adam Hanna, 
Mckendy Jean-Gilles, Jeremy Miller.  Strings:  Amelie Carpenter, Ailsa Jeffries, Caeleigh MacNeil, Olivia 
McGrath, Camille Carpenter, Abigail Greenwood, Morgan Kelley, Sam Taugher, Sam Conant, Joseph 
Cruikshank, Kali Guise.  Band:  Ashley Comer, Erika Hodlin, Bethany Knight, Kathleen Lynch, Shade 
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Olukoga, Clara Heiden, Ellen Chow, Carolyn Truax, Ian Kelly, Victoria Grudem, Laura Hess, Kitty Sargent, 
Rebecca Simms.  
  
Junior SEMSBA (MHS) Strings: Graham Bly, Olivia Done, Nikki Lam. Band: Miranda Callahan (PMS) 
Chorus:  Monika Cormack, Liz O'Connor, Jacqueline Ruscito, Bethany Bonilla, Meghan Michalski, Katie 
Weidmann, Alden Hebard. Strings:  Ani Gaden, Oceane Marescal, Mariead Dambruch, Amiel Marc, Alana 
Wilson, Emma Pred-Sosa, Kate Reed. Band: Shannon MacLeod, Shareen Alsebai, Simon Eder, William Hess. 
 

 
ANTI-BULLYING INFORMATION 

 
 Following are a few bullying survival tips, which can also be found on www.kidshealth.org  
 Talk with your kids about bullying.  Here are a few conversation starters from experts on how to combat 
psychological and verbal bullying: 
 
• Ignore the bully and walk away. It's definitely not a coward's response — sometimes it can be harder than 

losing your temper. Bullies thrive on the reaction they get, and if you walk away or ignore hurtful emails or 
instant messages, you're telling the bully that you just don't care. Sooner or later, the bully will probably get 
bored with trying to bother you. Walk tall and hold your head high. Using this type of body language sends a 
message that you're not vulnerable. 

• Hold the anger. Who doesn't want to get really upset with a bully? But that's exactly the response he or she is 
trying to get. Bullies want to know they have control over your emotions. If you're in a situation where you 
have to deal with a bully and you can't walk away with poise, use humor — it can throw the bully off guard. 
Work out your anger in another way, such as through exercise or writing it down (make sure you tear up any 
letters or notes you write in anger). 

• Don't get physical. However you choose to deal with a bully, don't use physical force (like kicking, hitting, or 
pushing). Not only are you showing your anger, you can never be sure what the bully will do in response. You 
are more likely to be hurt and get in to trouble if you use violence against a bully. You can stand up for 
yourself in other ways, such as gaining control of the situation by walking away or by being assertive in your 
actions. Some adults believe that bullying is a part of growing up (even that it is character building) and that 
hitting back is the only way to tackle the problem. But that's not the case. Aggressive responses tend to lead to 
more violence and more bullying for the victims. 

• Practice confidence. Practice ways to respond to the bully verbally or through your behavior. Practice feeling 
good about yourself (even if you have to fake it at first). 

• Take charge of your life. You can't control other people's actions, but you can stay true to yourself. Think 
about ways to feel your best — and your strongest — so that other kids may give up the teasing. Exercise is 
one way to feel strong and powerful. (It's a great mood lifter, too!) Learn a martial art or take a class like 
yoga. Another way to gain confidence is to hone your skills in something like chess, art, music, computers, or 
writing. Joining a class, club, or gym is a great way to make new friends and feel great about yourself. The 
confidence you gain will help you ignore the mean kids. 

• Talk about it. It may help to talk to a guidance counselor, teacher, or friend — anyone who can give you the 
support you need. Talking can be a good outlet for the fears and frustrations that can build when you're being 
bullied. 

• Find your (true) friends. If you've been bullied with rumors or gossip, all of the above tips (especially ignoring 
and not reacting) can apply. But take it one step further to help ease feelings of hurt and isolation. Find one or 
two true friends and confide how the gossip has hurt your feelings. Set the record straight by telling your 
friends quietly and confidently what's true and not true about you. Hearing a friend say, "I know the rumor's 
not true. I didn't pay attention to it," can help you realize that most of the time people see gossip for what it is 
— petty, rude, and immature. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

 Please make every effort to support the upcoming Walk-a-thon at Milton High on February 12th from 1 
to 4 pm. The purpose of this fundraiser is to supplement the school budget and user fees for athletic programs, 
clubs and after-school activities. Instead of encouraging each team/club to organize its own fundraiser, students 
came up with the idea of one, all-encompassing event in order to both maintain equity and encourage 
camaraderie among the teams and clubs. 
 If you would like to help with this event as either a volunteer or a sponsor, please contact 
lkessler@ifb.org. 
 

* * *  
 
 The Milton Public Library is hosting an exciting program, “Handicapping the Oscars.”  With a lively 
and entertaining preview of Oscars nominees, Boston Globe film critics Wesley Morris and Ty Burr will 
“Handicap the Oscars” in the Keys Room at the Milton Public Library, Wednesday, February 23rd starting at 7 
pm. This event is sponsored by the Milton Library Foundation. 
 

* * *  
 
  The Milton Adult Education Spring 2011 Brochure is now available! The brochure can be viewed at 
http://www.miltonps.org/documents/AdultEdBrochure-Spring2011.pdf. We have added an online registration 
feature for this semester in addition to our traditional walk in registration nights.  To register online, please go 
to https://unipaygold.unibank.com/default.aspx?customerid=715 and click on "Adult Education".  Students can 
pay via checking account or credit card.  Traditional walk in registrations will be held on February 15th & 16th 
from 6-8pm in the Milton High School Main Office. 
 

* * *  
 
 The folks from Sustainable Milton have two upcoming events: 
 On February 12th from 9-11am, there will be a Backyard Chickens Workshop at Wakefield Estate, 
Milton, co-sponsored by Brookwood Farm. This workshop is for those interested in starting a backyard chicken 
coop. Suggested donation $15; Pre-register by calling 617-333-0924.  
 In addition, there will be the usual monthly meeting, held at Milton Public Library, 7pm on the 3rd 
Wednesday of each month. This month's meeting is February 16th at 7pm, and features Dr. Nick Anastas of the 
DEP, who will be discussing hidden toxins in the home, where to find them and how to avoid them. 
 

* * *  
 
 Our friends at the Boston Youth Environmental Network invite you to attend the  
Environmental Leadership Speaker Series. Next week, there will be an evening reception with Kevin Coyle of 
the National Wildlife Federation. This event will be held tonight -- Tuesday, February 8th from 5:30 to 7:30 
pm at Mass Audubon’s Boston Nature Center in Mattapan. This event is appropriate for teachers, 
administrators, environmental educators, parents and families.   
 Mr. Coyle is Vice President for Education with the National Wildlife Federation. He will speak about 
his recent report, Back to School, Back Outside, which highlights the academic and health benefits for youth of 
daily time spent outdoors. Mr. Coyle has committed thirty-five years to improving America’s education and 
environmental education fields.  
 The Boston Youth Environmental Network, an initiative of Boston After School & Beyond, is a 
comprehensive system of organizations providing hands-on environmental education and employment 
opportunities for children and youth. 
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* * *  

 
 Last year, Norfolk County Assistant District Attorney Dan Feeney made a phenomenal one-hour parent 
presentation on Internet Safety. We are fortunate that Mr. Feeney has agreed to return to our schools for a 
second time. Please save the date for  
Thursday, February 17th at 7 pm. The event will be held in the MHS Auditorium and the topic will be 
Keeping our kids Safe on the Internet. 

* * *  
  
 The Milton High Boys’ Lacrosse Program will be hosting Wildcat Fun Night on Saturday, March 12th 
at the Glover School from 6:30 to 9 pm.  Children 5-12 years old are encouraged to come out and meet 
members of the team.  The cost is $10.00 per child, with all proceeds going to support the Milton High School 
Boys’ Lacrosse Program. 
 

 
PAC/SPECIAL ED NEWS 

 
 The Parent Support Group will meet the 3rd Thursday every month at the Milton Public Library.  Other 
Parent Support Group meeting dates: February 17th and March 17th 
 Also,we will be hosting Roundtable Discussions so parents can learn about special education programs 
and services available at each level, and get their questions answered.  The Preschool Roundtable is scheduled 
for Thursday, April 14th at 7:00 pm. 
 We would also like to inform parents that Milton Parks & Recreation Department, in conjunction with 
Braintree Recreation, is excited to announce that “Lose the Training Wheels,” a very successful national 
nonprofit program designed to teach youth over age 8 with disabilities how to ride a two-wheel bicycle, will be 
coming back to Milton during April vacation. The program takes place in 75-minute sessions over five days at 
Milton High School and costs $150, which includes a T-shirt and helmet. Openings will be held for Milton and 
Braintree residents until the end of February and, if there are any spots left, registration will then be opened to 
nonresidents.  The program filled quickly last year and there are already nine nonresidents on the waiting list, so 
interested participants are urged to sign up as soon as possible! For information, contact Dave Perdios of Milton 
Parks & Recreation at (617) 898-4941 or dperdios@townofmilton.org, or visit www.losethetrainingwheels.org/  

 
GRANT/FUNDRAISING NEWS 

 
 We are actively pursuing grant funding to support mentoring at Milton High School.  We currently have 
two proposals under review - one with the Massachusetts Mentoring Partnership and one with the 
Massachusetts Promise Fellowship - to create a supportive network of mentors for promising students who are 
struggling academically.  The program will seek to help students to not only graduate high school, but to further 
their education and fulfill their true potential. 
 In addition, we are anxiously awaiting an award decision from the Massachusetts Service Alliance that 
would enhance our summer school program for middle school students.  Funding from MSA would enable us to 
hire a "corps" of five college students who will serve as tutors and role models for middle-school students 
performing below grade level. 
 As always, please forward any leads on funding to Chris Masalsky at cmasalsky@miltonps.org. 
 

* * *  
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 Representatives from Friends of Milton Crew LLC will be having a fundraiser Wednesday, February 
16th from 7 to 9 pm at Fuller Village, 1399 Blue Hill Avenue, Milton. There will be appetizers by Townsend’s, 
some guest speakers from the competitive rowing community and Dan Flynn will auction off some items. 
Admission is free. 
            With the proceeds, organizers plan on doing some work at the new DCR Neponset Park on Hill Top 
Street as well as purchase some equipment in preparation of starting a rowing program for Milton High this 
spring. 
           This group has already procured two eight-man boats that were donated to us by Duxbury and a 2:1 grant 
($36,000.00) committed to us by DCR to help with site improvement cost. The fundraiser is sponsored by Fuller 
Village and Townsend’s Restaurant. 
 For tickets or more information, please contact Terry Driscoll at: terry@readcustomsoils.com or visit the 
website at www.miltoncrew.org 
 

* * *  
 
 Students from the National Honor Society at Milton High are asking for donations of used coats for 
adults and children. They are hosting a coat drive this Saturday, February 12th from noon to 3 in the Milton 
High School’s main lobby.  
 The coats will be brought to a local shelter. Please try to help with this worthy goal.  
 
 

MFE 
 

 As many of you know by now, tickets are now on sale for the Milton Foundation for Education’s Big 
Backyard Bash. This event will take place on Saturday, April 2nd at the Boston Marriott Quincy, located at 
1000 Marriott Drive in Quincy.  Tickets may be purchased online at miltonfoundationforeducation.org.  If you 
are interested in volunteering to help with the event or would like to contribute to the event by donating an 
auction item, please e-mail event chairs at bigbackyardbash2011@yahoo.com 
 

* * *  
 

 Did you know you can find the MFE on Facebook? Become a fan! Just type in “Milton Foundation for 
Education” to find us. www.facebook.com 
  

NEWS AROUND TOWN 
 
  The Forbes House Museum has a long-standing tradition of celebrating Abraham Lincoln’s Birthday. 
On Sunday, February 13th they will continue the tradition at the Forbes House Museum from noon to 4 pm.  
  The day will include selections from the Mary Bowditch Forbes Lincoln Collection; the Lincoln Log 
Cabin replica; Civil War Re-enactors from the 22nd Massachusetts; the 54th Massachusetts and the Attleboro 
GOP; music by “Crosswinds”, the Navy Band Northeast’s Woodwind Quintet. Traditional hot chocolate will be 
served. The cost is free for all with a suggested $5 per family donation. 
 

* * *  
 
 In the last E-blast, I mentioned that our long-time Rental Coordinator, Lynn O’Sullivan, recently left the 
Milton Public Schools. We have hired a temporary replacement for this position, Susan Higgins. For those who 
are looking to rent space in any of our buildings or fields, please contact her at rentals@miltonps.org 
 

* * *   
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 Another key person who is “leaving” the Milton Public Schools is our own Kate Sumner, one of our 
parent volunteers who helped to organize the sale of all those wonderful banners you have seen in the Copeland 
Field House and around the Milton High campus. Kate’s children have all graduated from Milton High, and 
now she is looking for someone to take over the banner program, which is one of our top fundraising tools. 
Responsibilities include: 
  
• Work with Milton Public Schools Administration to ensure the continued success of the banner program and 

to understand the yearly fundraising goals. 
• Communicate progress of funds collected to School Business Administrator Matt Gillis on an ongoing basis. 
• Engage approximately 10 parent volunteers to help solicit new sponsors as well reach out to current sponsors 

to see if they would like to renew for an additional season. 
• This solicitation would be performed once a year (for both programs) and should start by March and end by 

June.(Banners are displayed from June-June) 
• Maintain/track progress by creating a spreadsheet with info on sponsors who have been solicited and the 

status of each, declined, sold, paid etc. 
• Partner with Frank Susi (who is designing and printing all banners and any materials used to market the 

program) to ensure the banners are created as sponsors have requested. 
• Work with Frank and Director of Facilities Bill Ritchie of MPS to ensure banners are installed and/or 

removed as necessary. 
• Reconcile receipts with the MPS Business Office to ensure all payments have been received and follow up 

with sponsors have not sent payment. 
 Please contact Kate Sumner at: kate@gofullcontact.com if you are interested. 
 

* * *  
 
 Earlier this year, a representative from a group called Early Education for All came to Milton to take 
photographs at Tucker School. The group wanted to use the photos in their materials to demonstrate the 
importance of high quality early education.   
  Several of the Tucker photos are featured in a new five-minute audio slide show that EEA recently 
produced called The Young Readers’ Journey. This video was premiered at a recent event at the Massachusetts 
State House. The video explains the critical importance of the early years for ensuring that children are 
proficient readers by third grade.  
 There are some wonderful photos of our Tucker students and teachers in our beautiful Tucker 
classrooms.  
 Click here to watch this informative video: http://www.youtube.com/strategieschildren. 
 
  

TRANSPORTATION NEWS 
 
 As you are aware, Milton Public Schools' student bus transportation has been severely impacted by our 
extraordinary weather.  In order to keep parents as informed as possible, we will send out a group e-mail if the 
bus company notifies us that a bus that is running very late, stuck or broken down. 
 Please check your e-mail before heading out to your stop in the morning and afternoon so you can have 
the most up-to-date information. Thank you for your continued cooperation and patience as we all look forward 
to spring. 
 

* * *   
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 In addition, since both Glover and Tucker have had some serious issues with traffic at school dismissal 
time, we would are offering Glover and Tucker students the option to take the school bus at the cost of $75.00 
for the remainder of the year.  
 
The Glover and Tucker bus and stop options are: 
BUS 2C:   Cypress Rd @ Pleasant St, Lyman Rd @ Pleasant St, Artwill St @ Reedsdale Rd, Channing St @ 
Elm St, 20 Indian Spring Rd, Longmeadow Rd @ Pinehurst Dr, Colonial Rd @ Whittier Rd, Blue Hill Ave @ 
Hillsview Rd, Canton Ave @ Apple Ln, Crestview Rd @ Crestview Ln 
BUS 3C:  Brook Rd @ Standish Rd, Brook Rd @ St. Mary’s Rd, front of Tucker School, Briarfield Rd @ Eliot 
St, Cliff Rd @ Eliot St, Eliot St @ Shields Pk, Eliot St @ Valley Rd, Eliot St @ Rock View Rd, Eliot St @ 
Central Ave, Central Ave @ Valley Rd 
BUS 4C:  Blue Hill Ave @ Churchill, 480 Harland St, 619 Harland St, Blue Hill River Rd @ Eileen, Harland 
@ Hillside, Heather Dr @ Mark Ln, Harbor View Park @ Sassamon 
BUS 6C:  548 Brook Rd, 1066 Brook Rd, Manning Lon @ Thacher St, Thacher @ Lincoln, Houston Ave @ 
Dyer Ave, Blue Hills Pkwy @ Decker St, Norman St @ Truro Ln, Adanac Rd @ Truro Ln, Blue Hill Ave @ 
LaFayette St 
BUS 7C:  Brush Hill Rd @ Cheever, Brush Hill Rd @ Cheever St, Beacon St @ Beacon St Cir, 90 Smith Rd, 
Brush Hill Rd @ Metropolitan, Bradlee Rd @ Brush Hill Rd, Big Blue Dr @ Wolcott Rd, 1027 Brush Hill Rd, 
90 Milton St, Canton Ave @ Dollar Ln 
BUS 9C:  Brook Rd @ Hillcrest Rd, Edge Hill Rd @ Grafton Ave, Adams St @ Franklin St, Adams St @ 
Pierce St, Brackett St @ Washington, Church St @ Wood St, Cedar Terrace @ Squantum St, Guilford Rd, 
Hurlcroft Rd @ Squantum St 
 
Available seats will be assigned on a first come/first served basis.  To register, please email Pam Dorsey at 
pdorsey@miltonps.org with your child’s name, home address, school, and grade.  Payment should be to Town 
of Milton for $75.00 and may be mailed or delivered to Room 208, Milton High School, 25 Gile Rd.   Payment 
can also be made online at UniBank whose icon can be accessed on the miltonps.org home page. 
 
 Also, the Milton Police Department is looking for substitute crossing guards. The position is up to 10 
hours per week.  Starting salary is $14.57/hour (going up to $16.43 at step 4).  For additional qualifications and 
information, please contact the Milton Police Department. 
 

ATHLETICS 
  
 The Friends of Milton Crew, a non-profit group separate from the school, is starting a rowing program 
for the benefit of Milton High School and the town of Milton.   They are looking for adults interested in 
helping with coaching.  The commitment could be as little as one day a week after school for a volunteer, to a 
full Head Coach position five days a week plus racing on Saturdays.  Stipends for Assistant and Head Coaches 
working every day will be in line with those for other sports.  
 The Friends of Milton Crew would prefer to have adults from the Milton Public Schools and the Milton 
community as coaches and are willing to train those who have an interest in helping but minimal experience. If 
you would like to get involved, please contact Brad Moriarty (bmoriarty@miltoncrew.org). 
 To see the Head Coach and Assistant coach job descriptions, please visit www.miltoncrew.org. 
 

AMBASSADOR PAGE 
 

As part of our E-blast, we highlight student, teachers and members of the community whose hard work deserves 
recognition. Please read about some of their outstanding accomplishments below: 
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Students: We would like to congratulate Audrey Erickson a seventh-grader at Pierce Middle School, who was 
recently notified that she won second place in the Stop & Shop Black History Month essay contest.  Audrey is a 
student in Ellen Gehret's class and won a $500 prize. In addition to winning this contest, Audrey is an A student 
who enjoys acting with the Pierce Players and the Harwich Junior Theater, playing soccer and basketball, 
reading, sewing and knitting. Great work! 
 
Faculty/Staff: Mr. McElhinney is a dedicated, hard working and well respected member of the Pierce faculty. 
He is viewed as a leader in the school community and the teachers do not hesitate to call upon him for guidance 
and advice. Within his classroom, "Mr. Mac" provides a safe and comfortable learning environment where 
students are willing to take educational risks. The dialogue in his class is always thought provoking and rich. 
The students are able to take the history lessons and make modern day connections. Mr. Mac is an excellent 
teacher that sets the bar high for all of his students. 
 
Volunteer:  As I mentioned above, Kate Sumner is stepping down as the chief organizer of our Banner Sales 
campaign. Kate’s children have all graduated from Milton High, and after many, many years of helping us with 
all manner of volunteer work, Kate will also be moving on. We are very grateful for all the time she has given 
to the Milton Public Schools and hope that she stays involved with our school community. Thank you! 
 

STUDENT WORK  

 
 
 


