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From the Desk of the Superintendent:  
 
 For this newsletter, I would like to appeal to the entire Milton community to come out and attend the 
Milton Foundation for Education’s 12th Annual Celebration for Education on April 2nd at the Boston Marriott 
Quincy.  
 This year’s celebration offers a more casual attitude and a "Big Backyard Bash" theme to get summer 
started right. Tickets are available online this year, with a new lower price. The organizers have forwarded a 
list to me with some fun“rules” for this year’s party: 
  
Do's 

Do get your tickets now by visiting www.miltonfoundationforeducation.org – and make it a neighborhood party 
by inviting your friends and neighbors 

Do leave your flip-flops and tank tops at home – think stylish BBQ party, not Saturday afternoon at your 
brother's house. Styling in jeans? Sure! 

Do start your summertime dreaming now by purchasing a raffle ticket for the Sox home opener, with limo, hotel 
room and champagne – you can get them from an MFE board member, at Salon Matteo, Belle Visage, Body 
Benefits and Esprit du Vin – or through your school's PTO 

Do get stylish while supporting the MFE. For a limited time, when you shop at Body Benefits and Glory Daze 
and mention the Celebration, 10% of your purchases go straight to the MFE! (Valid at Glory Daze: 3.19.11 – 
4.2.11, Body Benefits 3.28.11 – 4.2.11) And when you shop at the Toy Box and mention the Celebration, 20% 
of purchases go to the MFE! (Valid 3.17.11 – 4.2.11) 

Do think about donating auction items – contact Patti Elliott at bigbackyardbash2011@yahoo.com for 
information 

Don'ts 

Don't wear bug spray – this backyard bash is actually indoors at the Boston Marriott Quincy!  

Don't plan on going home empty handed – with silent, live and balloon auctions, there’s lots of ways to 
participate 

Don't plan to buy a ticket at the door – no tickets will be sold at the event itself 
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Don't wear shoes that will keep you off the dance floor – Local band "Shine" will be rocking the yard well into 
the evening. 

Don't miss this opportunity to support all of Milton's Public Schools – get your tickets before March 28 

Just the Facts 

12th Annual Celebration for Education! 

Boston Marriott Quincy, 6:30 – midnight 

Tickets are $65 per person, available at www.miltonfoundationforeducation.org 

 

 The Milton Foundation for Education does an amazing amount of good work in our schools. We are 
very grateful to all the volunteers who make this incredible event such a success. Thank you! - Mary C. 
Gormley 

 
RETIREMENT ANNOUNCEMENT 

 
 After 34 years in the Milton Public Schools, Dr. John Drottar, principal of Milton High School, has 
announced that he will be retiring at the end of the school year. 
 
 Dr. Drottar made the announcement to his staff on Thursday, March 3rd. He has been principal of 
Milton High School since 2002. Prior to becoming principal, Dr. Drottar taught math at Milton High School and 
Cunningham Junior High School. 
 
 "I plan to take some time to enjoy the outdoors and do something interesting," 
said Dr. Drottar. He mentioned hiking the Appalachian trail as a possibility, or exploring other opportunities. 
 
 "Since I started school in first grade, every September has been about school -- either going to school or 
returning as a teacher," he said. "It is time to take a moment to reflect." 
 
 Dr. Drottar worked two years as a teacher before coming to Milton in 1977. 
After teaching junior high math for two years, he moved to Milton High School, where he has remained as a 
teacher, math department head and finally, principal. 
 
 "The time has come," he said. "When I first started out in teaching, I promised myself that I would quit 
when it stopped being fun. Well, that never happened in 36 years, so I decided, at this point in my life, it's time 
to wrap it up and explore the other opportunities that life offers." 
 
 Dr. Drottar is married with three children and one grandchild. 
 

SCHOOL COMMITTEE UPDATE 
 

 There have been two School Committee meetings since my last E-blast. The first was held on 
Wednesday, March 2nd. The second was a combination of Open Budget Hearing/School Committee meeting, 
which was held on March 16th. Below are summaries of both meetings: 
 
March 2nd: The School Committee heard a presentation from members of the Glover Site Council. They 
discussed recent test scores, particularly ELA and Geometry, and talked about where additional instruction may 
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be needed. Stephanie Nephew, Glover principal, talked about student achievement through targeted instruction.  
The entire presentation can be viewed by clicking on this link: 

http://www.miltonps.org/documents/GloverSiteCouncilPres.pdf 
 Next, parent volunteers discussed the Art Docent program taking place in the elementary schools. This 
is a program where parents/guardians enhance art instruction by visiting classrooms and delivering art history 
information. A total of nearly 150 parents and guardians volunteer through the Docent program, which has been 
well-received by students and teachers.  
 School Committee members next discussed a proposal to install solar panels on the roofs of some Milton 
Public School buildings. More information on this will be discussed at the next SC meeting. 
March 16th:  This meeting began with an Open Budget Hearing. The warrant committee has restored some 
funding beyond the level funded dollar amount.  For the complete list of budget restoration for FY 12, please 
click here: 

http://www.miltonps.org/documents/FY12RestorationRankings2-17-11.pdf 
 Despite the restoration, however, there may still need to be budget cuts, which would result in staff 
reductions. The entire budget presentation may be viewed here: 
 http://www.miltonps.org/documents/2012FullPresentation-2-11-11.pdf 
 One member of the public spoke in favor of protecting the elementary school librarians, saying that they 
were already understaffed and it would be difficult to maintain the libraries with even fewer staff members.  
 From there, they moved to the regular School Committee meeting, which began with a report from our 
IT Director, Bob Pattison. This department oversees 1200 computers, 139 printers, 136 SmartBoards and 
software, 167 LCD projectors, and 550 email and network user accounts.  
Mr. Pattison discussed the need to shorten the replacement cycle on some of the computer equipment and 
increase Internet bandwidth for the entire system. His report can be viewed here: 

http://www.miltonps.org/documents/slides.pdf 
 Next, the SC heard from our Food Services Director, Jacqueline Morgan. She presented a report on the 
Food Service Program, including budget, lunch sales, the new fruit and vegetable cart at Pierce, and the new 
federal guidelines for meal patterns in the schools. To view her presentation, please click here: 

http://www.miltonps.org/documents/NewSchoolFoodServiceProgram3-16-11.pdf 
 As referred to in the last meeting, there was further talk about the proposal to install solar panels on 
some school roofs, as part of a renewable energy initiative. Among the benefits would be zero capital 
investment from the schools and the availability of low-cost electricity. To see this presentation, click here: 
http://www.miltonps.org/documents/MiltonPublicSchoolsSolarProjectUpdate3-16-11.pdf 
 Finally, we discussed the upcoming Faculty Talent Show; the schedule of concerts and art fairs for both 
Music in Our Schools Month and Youth Art Month. There are a plethora of visual arts events and musical 
performances being planned.  
 The retirements of World Language Director Gracie Burke and Milton High Principal John Drottar were 
announced, as well as the appointment of Bill Ritchie to Consolidated Facilities. Screening committees will be 
formed for Dr. Drottar and Ms. Burke’s positions. 
 The first round of classroom assignments for incoming First Grade students is completed and all 
students currently in the MPS have been assigned without the need for a lottery. Next, we will assign students 
not currently enrolled in the Milton Public Schools after March 25th.  
 Matt Gillis spoke about the misinformation recently published which stated that the Milton Public 
Schools had overspent its budget. Mr. Gillis provided documentation to show that this was an inaccurate 
statement.  
 The next School Committee Meeting will be held on March 30th.  
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CURRICULUM NEWS 
 

 This week, many of our students are taking their MCAS tests. For parents and guardians of children in 
MCAS testing grades, we ask that you make every effort to ensure your child has a good night sleep, a healthy 
breakfast and that they arrive at school on time. 
 

* * *  
 
 We are so proud of our students from the Future Problem Solvers Club.  This past weekend, teams from 
Cunningham, Collicot and Tucker schools, all of whom I named in my last E-blast, competed in the Future 
Problem Solving State Bowl in Marlborough. In addition, two Glover students -- Timothy Karoff and Andrew 
Gray -- who were not named -- also competed in the event as individuals. 
 Teams from fifty-five communities competed for a place in the state competition and our Milton teams 
were among six to make it to the state level. They had two hours to apply the six-step Future Problem Solving 
process to a problem on the topic of Water Quality, which they had researched extensively. Although our teams 
will not be advancing to the International Competition, we are very proud of their effort and teamwork.  
Particular praise goes to the Cunningham team, which came in second place in the Action Plan Competition. 
 

* * *  
 
 As mentioned in the School Committee update above, there have been many events planned this month 
to celebrate Music in Our Schools Month and Youth Art Month. Please click here to see the remainder of the 
month’s events. (Some events continue into April!) 
 http://www.miltonps.org/documents/ArtandMusicCalendar.pdf 
 

* * *  
 
 One of our Milton High Student recently learned that he has been awarded a Gold Key in a national arts 
competition, making him the first MHS student to ever have earned this honor. James Gallagher, a MHS senior, 
had previously been awarded two Gold Keys for his photography portfolio and single entry by the Boston 
Globe Scholastic Art Awards. This qualified him for the national contest, sponsored by the Alliance for Young 
Artists & Writers. James is one of only 1,500 teens to have received a national medal in the prestigious 
Scholastic Art & Writing Awards, out of 185,000 submissions. To see a recent article on James and the other 
award-winning artists, along with samples of their work, please visit this link: 
http://02186.mytownmatters.com/?p=14936 or visit 
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/milton/gallery/milton_scholastic_art_awards_032211/ to see a gallery of 
from the Boston Globe online. 
 

* * *  
 
 Robin Tagliaferri, Executive Director of the Forbes House Museum, has announced the winners of the 
Lincoln Drawing and Essay Contest.  

The Drawing Contest winners were as follows: 
  Kindergarten : First Place: Ha-Yen Nguyen, Glover Elementary School; Second Grade: First Place: 
Michael Riordan, Glover Elementary School; Third Place: Dominique Thomas, Tucker Elementary School. 
Third Grade: First Place: Mayali Geyling, Glover Elementary School.  

The Lincoln Essay Contest winners were: 
 Fourth Grade: First Place: Madeline Riordan, Glover Elementary School; Second Place: Anna Mullen, 
Cunningham Elementary School; Third Place: Raquel Gallagher, Cunningham Elementary School. Fifth 
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Grade: First Place: Austin Moore, Tucker Elementary School; Sixth Grade: Second Place: Devin Quinlin, 
Pierce Middle School; Third Place: Greg Hebard, Pierce Middle School.  
 Winners will be honored in a ceremony at the Museum on March 27th. 
 

* * *  
 
 We have even more good news to report from the recent LifeSmarts State   
Tournament, which was held at the Federal Reserve Bank in Boston last week. Milton High School Senior 
Ciaran Conners was recognized as the individual winner in   
Personal Finance.  
 Also, the Milton Wildcards with Captain Mona Yuan and Nick Juzyca, Patrick Kelly, Jon Maher and 
Devon Stanley were part of the "elite eight" and qualified for the quarterfinal matches. 
 Finally, the Milton Future Business Leaders with Captain Mike Rodensky and Ciaran Connors, Tucker 
Kibbee, Ben Richman and Jay Rosenberg won the Second place trophy. Each was presented with US 
Savings Bonds as well as an invitation to compete in the National LifeSmarts tournament which will be held in 
Los Angeles, California. 
 Over 19,000 high school students compete in LifeSmarts, which is sponsored by the National 
Consumers League. Congratulations to all ten Milton High School students and their teacher, Paul Arenburg, 
for this achievement. 
 

* * *  
 
 Attention MHS students:  Will you help us pass along the great message you read in last year's school-
wide summer reading assignment, The Pact?  We want incoming freshmen to read The Pact this summer, and 
we are collecting any copies people would like to donate to our collection.  If you want to donate your book, 
please drop off your copy to the Humanities Room (room 223) at Milton High School. 
 

* * *  
 
 Some Milton High students recently learned that events that took place in China almost two hundred 
years ago are connected to landmarks right here in Milton.   Students in Modern World Cultures are currently 
studying Imperialism in China in the nineteenth century, and China’s encounter with Western trading powers. 
 Mr. Matisoff’s class hosted Robin Tagliaferri, Executive Director of the Forbes House Museum, who 
spoke to students about Captain Robert Bennet Forbes, a pioneer in the U.S./China trade of that time.  Students 
were fascinated that Captain Forbes was sent to China by his father at the early age of 15, and even more 
intrigued that Captain Forbes was, in his earlier years as a trader, involved in the opium trade in China.  Ms 
Tagliaferri shared with the students both primary documents as well as some china serving bowls Captain 
Forbes brought back with him from China. 
 Many thanks to Ms. Tagliaferri and the Forbes House Museum for their involvement. 

 
* * *  

 The National School Lunch Program (NSLP) is a federally assisted meal program operating in public 
and non-profit private schools.  It provides nutritionally balanced, low-cost or free lunches to children each 
school day. Applications for free and reduced meals can be found on the main page of Milton Schools website, 
www.miltonps.org, or at the main office at each of your child’s schools.  All of the cafeterias are computerized 
to prevent overt identification. You may apply at any time during the school year. 

 If you feel your family may be in need of some assistance please call Jackie Morgan, Director of Food 
Services, at 617-898-1051 or email her at jmorgan@miltonps.org   
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
 One of our most outrageous annual events is right around the corner! Be sure to buy your tickets for the 
Faculty Talent Show, to be held March 31st and April 1st at the Charles Winchester Auditorium at Milton 
High.  
 This is the highlight of the year for many of our teachers and students. Don’t miss out! Tickets are $10 
and are available in the Milton High office during school hours. 
 

* * *  
 
 For parents and guardians attending the Big Backyard Bash, there will be a Wildcat Fun Night at Milton 
High School on that night (Saturday, April 2nd) from 6pm to 10pm that will be staffed by Milton High 
football coaches and players. The night will feature fun activities in the Field House and later, a movie in the 
Auditorium. Flyers will be sent home with more information about this event that will cost a mere $10 per 
child. 
 

* * *  
 
 Please save the date for an upcoming event to be held in conjunction with our friends at Fuller Village in 
Milton. We are planning a wonderful evening of art and entertainment to raise money for the Milton Public 
Schools Visual Arts programs. 
 There will be a reception and silent auction held on Friday, May 20th. The following day, Saturday, 
May 21st from noon to 4:30 pm, there will be a display of student and senior citizen artwork on display. Both 
events will be held at Fuller Village. Stay tuned for more details. 
 

PAC/SPECIAL ED NEWS 
 

 The Milton PAC will hold a meeting on Thursday, March 24th at 7:00 pm at the Pierce Middle School 
Library. This is the PAC Basic Rights Workshop and all are welcome. Please click here for more information 
and to see the flyer: 

http://www.miltonps.org/documents/BasicRights2011.pdf 
 

* * * 
  
 On Monday, April 4th  at 7:00 pm, the Milton PAC is sponsoring a Milton High School Special Ed 
Programs and Out-of-District Roundtable.  This event will be held at the Milton High Library. 
 On Thursday, April 14th  at 7:00 pm, the Pre-School Roundtable will be held at the 
Cunningham/Collicot Library.  
 On Thursday, May 12th at 7:00 pm, the Elementary Roundtable will be held at Pierce Middle School 
Library.  
 

MFE 
 

 This Friday, March 25th, is the deadline for teachers and staff members to submit proposals to the 
Milton Foundation for Education’s Competitive Grants Program. 
 This long-running program is designed to encourage and reward innovative teaching in the Milton 
Public Schools. Qualified proposals must demonstrate a direct benefit to students and may involve an individual 
classroom, several classrooms and/or school-wide activities. Teachers and staff members in grades pre-
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kindergarten through twelve are eligible and may apply individually or in groups. For more information or to 
download the grant application, please click here: 

http://www.miltonfoundationforeducation.org/grants.php 
 

NEWS AROUND TOWN  
 

 Sustainable Milton is getting ready for the Second Annual Green Home Fair.  This enjoyable, 
informative and educational event will be on April 23rd  from 12-4 pm at Cunningham Park. The fair will 
feature presentations on how to “live green” and we will be hosting vendors who will demonstrate some of their 
environmentally friendly products. 

* * *  
 
 The Forbes House Museum is sponsoring a Derby Day/Captain’s Cup Party on Saturday, May 7th 
from 4-7 at Prowse Farm in Canton. 
  This fundraising event for the museum will feature live harness racing, prizes for the best hat and the 
best classic car. In addition, attendees can watch a live simulcast of the Kentucky Derby. For more information, 
visit: www.forbeshousemuseum.org 
  

 
AMBASSADOR PAGE 

 
Teacher: I would like to recognize Nick Fitzgerald, Milton High English teacher, for his hard work and 
dedication. Not only was Nick instrumental in founding the Debate Team, he also comes up with innovative 
teaching methods, among them, his annual “Write Like Emerson” contest. Mr. Fitzgerald challenged students 
from his AP Language and Composition class to capture the voice of Ralph Waldo Emerson by emulating his 
writing style. Nick is an excellent teacher who keeps his students enthralled by his insights into literature.  His 
passion for teaching motivates his students to become active learners.  Congratulations to Mr. Fitzgerald for 
keeping his students inspired!   
 
Student: In the same vein, I would also like to congratulate Lara Hess, a Milton High junior, who was the 
winner of the “Write Like Emerson,” contest.  All the judges agreed that Ms. Hess was able to capture Mr. 
Emerson’s unique style in her own personal way. Great job!  
 
Volunteer: I would like to recognize Janet Lorden, the co-president of the Tucker PTO for her extraordinary 
service. Unfortunately, Ms. Lorden’s name was left off the list of our PTO presidents in my last E-blast. We are 
truly appreciative of everything she does for our schools, our teachers and our students. Thank you!  

 
STUDENT WORK 

 
 This is one of the award-winning essays in the Forbes House Museum’s contest mentioned above. We 
will publish some of the other winner’s works in upcoming editions of the E-blast.  
 
    By Greg Hebard 
    Grade 6 
    Pierce Middle School 
 
 Abraham Lincoln was President during the bloodiest war in American history. The Civil War began in 
1861 right after the inauguration of Abraham Lincoln.  The war was between the Union, the North, and the 
Confederacy, the South. This war almost tore apart America. The South did not like Lincoln as much as the 
North. The South called him “Anti-Southern”. So most of the Southern states seceded from the Union after 
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Lincoln got voted president. Seceding means to break apart.  The South thought that the states had the right to 
leave the US and form their own country. The North was against seceding because it would make the country 
weaker and destroy democracy.  
 There are many reasons why these states seceded. But four states, Arkansas, North Carolina, Tennessee, 
and Virginia did not initially secede. What could Lincoln have done to convince these four states from 
seceding? 
     One option Lincoln could have used was to lower the taxes in the South for a while. The economy was 
different in the South than in the North. The North had factories and paid the people who worked for them. 
While in the South they had plantations and depended on slave labor. While the South would get manufactured 
items from England in return for their crops, like tobacco and cotton, the North began making the same items as 
Europe so the North put taxes on imported items from Europe. So if Lincoln lowered the taxes on all items 
whether American or European, the South would get what they needed and people could still sell their goods.  
     Another strategy Lincoln could have used was to allow slavery in the South until everything calmed down in 
the US, then slowly compromise. Slavery was huge in the South. The slaves cooked, cleaned, worked on the 
plantations and in the house. They also didn’t get paid. A big reason the South didn’t like Lincoln is because 
they thought he wanted to get rid of slavery. Really, Lincoln’s mind wasn’t on slavery at that moment, but on 
keeping the United States together. The preservation of the Union was more important than slavery. “I have no 
purpose, directly or indirectly, to interfere with the institution of slavery where it exists. I believe I have lawful 
right to do so, and I have no inclination to do so.”, said Lincoln. Lincoln probably would have eventually gotten 
rid of slavery overtime because it wasn’t right to own another person. 
     Although Lincoln was not successful in preventing secession, he was one of the most famous presidents 
America has ever had.     
     
 
 
 
 
 


