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From the Desk of the Superintendent: 
 
 Good morning to everyone. I apologize for sending two E-blasts in less than a week, but there are a few 
new pieces of information I would like to share with you. Before I begin, however, I would like to personally 
congratulate two Milton High alumni who are being honored at this year’s Milton Foundation for Education’s 
Celebration for Education on April 2nd:  Dr. Anne Coghlan (’44)  and Gary Kelly (’78)  
 Please read the article at the end of this E-blast written by MFE volunteer Cathy Walsh (herself an 
outstanding member of the Milton High Class of 1980!) and join me in congratulating these two wonderful 
Milton High School graduates who have given so much to our school system and town.   I know that you join me 
in thanking and congratulating Anne and Gary.  
 Once again, please remember to purchase your tickets for this weekend’s Celebration for Education 
“Big Backyard Bash” at the Boston Marriott Quincy. – Mary C. Gormley 

 
NEW APPOINTMENTS 

 
 I am very pleased to announce that I have appointed Ms. Karen Clasby to the position of Administrator 
of Pupil Personnel Services. 
 Ms. Clasby’s appointment was the result of the hard work of the Screening Committee for the 
Administrator of Pupil Personnel Services.  This committee was comprised of parents, teachers and 
administrators who reviewed several applications and interviewed semi-finalists.  I would like to thank the 
following individuals who served on that important committee: School Committee member Denis Keohane, 
Assistant Superintendent John Phelan, Principal Dr. John Drottar, Administrator of Pupil Personnel Services Dr. 
Patricia DelVal, Teacher Representatives Tara Kostek, Kelli Horton and Sally Rush, Director of Nurses and 
Milton Educators Association President Margaret Gibbons, Parent Representatives Nicque Bradshaw, Kathy 
Fagan Bauer, Kevin Lenane and Dr. Marius M. Solomon. 
 I am confident that Ms. Clasby’s education and work experience combine to make her immensely 
qualified to assume the role of Administrator of Pupil Personnel Services. This experience includes her most 
recent position as Director of Student Services in the Randolph Public Schools (2007 to present).    
 I hope you will join me in welcoming Ms. Clasby to the Milton Public Schools.  Ms. Clasby will begin 
her new position effective July 1, 2011. 
 

* * *  
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 I would also like to share the news that Susan Higgins, Pierce Middle School’s Administrative Assistant 
to the Principal, has been appointed the Interim Rental Coordinator for the remainder of the fiscal year.  Susan 
will remain as the Administrative Assistant at the Pierce Middle School in addition to the Rental Coordinator 
position. 
 Susan’s office hours will typically be weekdays and begin after 3PM. Especially during the interim 
period, ALL requests for booking school space after the regular school day hours (post dismissal) must go 
through the Rental Coordinator via email at rentals@miltonps.org   
 Susan will email the paperwork that needs to be completed to finalize the renting or scheduling of the 
requested school space. Space is not held until the logistics, (date, time, place) liability insurance (for any 
organization not a town department), and prepayment (if applicable) are completed and a permit is issued from 
the rental coordinator.  
 If you are in the process of renting space from the Milton Public Schools and do not have a permit or 
email confirmation from Susan’s predecessor or from Susan, please email and verify the date(s) you had 
planned to book are still available.  Thank you. 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
 Don’t forget to purchase your tickets to the 3rd Annual Milton High School Faculty/Staff Talent Show 
being held Thursday, March 31st and Friday, April 1st in the Charles C. Winchester Auditorium at 7pm.  Tickets 
for this event are $10 and can be purchased in the Milton High School office or at the door. 
 
 Also, the Milton Foundation for Education will once again be holding nominations for the 11th Annual 
Outstanding Teacher of the Year Award.  An awards ceremony honoring those nominated as “Teacher of the 
Year” will be held on Monday, May 16th at 6:00 pm in the Charles Winchester Auditorium. 
 
Outstanding Teacher Flyer: 
http://www.miltonps.org/documents/OutstandingTeacherFlyer.pdf  
 
Outstanding Teacher Nomination Form: 
http://www.miltonps.org/documents/OutstandingTeachernominationforms_000.pdf 

 
BULLYING UPDATE 

 
 We would like to inform all of our parents and guardians that the Milton Public Schools is in full 
compliance with the Massachusetts anti-bullying law. This is a topic we take extremely seriously and in which 
our district has been on the forefront. 
 A recent article in a local publication implied that the Milton Public Schools was not in compliance with 
this statute, but this was not the case. 
 The only issue with our Prevention and Intervention Plan which was submitted on time to the state was 
surrounding the language used in our plan. This plan, with edited verbiage, has since been resubmitted to the 
state and we have received confirmation from the Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary 
Education that it has been approved. There was not a time during which our district was out of compliance with 
state law.  
 In addition, our anti-bullying policy which was adopted by the Milton School Committee has remained 
intact and in effect.  
 While we are on this topic, I would like to point out some of the programs we have put in place over the 
past months -- as well as our current and future programs -- to deal with the issues of bullying, cyberbullying 
and peer aggression. 
 Past: In August, at the start of the school year we held a Professional Development seminar for all 
faculty staff, aides and educational assistants on the topic of the new Mass. General Law 370 which deals with 
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bullying and cyberbulling. In September, we sponsored an event at Cunningham on Soren Bennick’s The 
Power of One which dealt with this topic. We also hosted a Children’s Hospital doctor to speak to parents and 
guardians in Grades 9-12 about Depression and Teen Suicide. In October, we invited John Halligan to speak to 
our high school students, our parents and guardians, and Pierce 7th and 8th grade students. The first week of 
November was Bullying Awareness Week with Read-Aloud programs for grades K-5.  This was also the month 
when Dr. Greg Hall and his students from Bentley University visited each of our schools for pep rallies and 
student assemblies along with an evening presentation for adults. In January, we sponsored Milton High 
School Winter Wellness Week. In addition, we scheduled student assemblies on the power of bystanders for 
Pierce English classes and implemented “No Name Calling Day,” on January 26th. Students at Pierce also 
participated in “Random Acts of Kindness Awards” in February, and we held an evening presentation for 
parents featuring Dan Feeney, Assistant District Attorney for Norfolk County, who spoke about Internet 
Safety/Cybercrime & Bullying. 
 Present: We are pleased to have two upcoming events which speak to Health & Wellness issues for our 
students. From April 5th-8th, we will be inviting professionals from Children’s Hospital, along with our Milton 
High Health and Physical Education teachers to address a Depression Prevention Initiative. This will be for all 
high school students. Additionally, we will offer driver safety courses for any Milton High student who has a 
driver’s license during the week of April 11th-15th which will address distracted driving and other safety 
issues. 
 Future: During the month of May, Milton High seniors will meet in student assemblies to meet with a 
young woman who appeared in a Children’s Depression video who will speak to seniors about the transition to 
college and life after high school. 
 Please review the list of Milton Public School officials who are responsible for receiving reports of 
bullying, cyber-bullying or retaliation:  
  
Milton High School: 25 Gile Road, Milton, MA, 02186 (p) 617-696-4470 (f) 617-696-5038, Dr. John Drottar, 
Principal 
Pierce Middle School: 451 Central Avenue, Milton, MA, 02186 (p) 617-696-4568 (f) 617-698-2238, Mr. 
James Jette, Principal 
Collicot Elementary School: 80 Edge Hill Road, Milton, MA, 02186 (p) 617-696-4282 (f) 617-698-3577, Mr. 
Gerard Schultz, Principal  
Cunningham Elementary School: 44 Edge Hill Road, Milton, MA, 02186 (p) 617-696-4285 (f) 617-698-
3473, Dr. Karen Spaulding, Principal 
Glover Elementary School: 255 Canton Avenue, Milton, MA, 02186 (p) 617-696-4288 (f) 617-698-2346, Ms. 
Stephanie Nephew, Principal  
Tucker Elementary School: 187 Blue Hills Parkway, Milton, MA, 02186 (p) 617-696-4291 (f) 617-698-3374, 
Ms. Marcia Uretsky, Principal  
 
 Also, we have put in place an anonymous reporting system for Bullying, Cyberbullying or Retaliation. 
To make an Anonymous Report call 617-696-4470 after prompt dial 5444. To send an anonymous report, mail 
to: Milton Safe Students, 25 Gile Road, Milton, MA 02186 or EMAIL: safestudents@miltonps.org  
 
 Finally, additional information about the Milton Public Schools bullying policies, including reporting 
procedures, forms and the full text of our policy, can be found on our website or by clicking here: 

http://www.miltonps.org/bullying-peer-aggression-info.php  
 

  FUNDRAISING NEWS 
 

 Many Milton residents have participated in the Explore Japan Summer Exchange and Enrichment 
Program in the past as well as in the annual September Sakae Higashi visit to Milton High School. These 
programs, founded by Milton resident Steve Shapiro, are in their 18th year (10th year in Milton).   Steve is a 
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Milton Public School parent and husband of Pierce Middle School teacher Mary Shapiro.  In Steve Shapiro’s 
role as the owner of Pinnacle Learning he has very generously donated his services and those of his company to 
create a Saturday morning program, “Math is a Slam Dunk”, in three of our elementary schools.   Milton 
Public School students are enrolled in math classes combined with a basketball period.   Milton Public School 
students attend at no cost.     
 

The following was submitted by Milton Public Schools parent Steve Shapiro 
 
 This year these programs take on special meaning due to the calamity currently going on in Japan. Most 
of the students who visit Milton in this program live more than 200 miles away from the disaster zone. We have 
been in touch with all of the schools that participate in the various programs and we are all relieved to find out 
that all of the students in the program were safe.   
 Yet, even those relatively far away from the disaster zone have many worries.  There still continue to be 
many aftershocks daily, some lasting over 3 minutes long.  All major cities have asked their citizens to curtail 
use of electricity at night so that they can send that electricity up north to the area that needs it more. The grim 
news each day of more fatalities and missing persons has also taken its psychological toll. 
 Japanese culture is built around the concept of family and citizenship. As a result, Japanese people feel 
strongly connected to their suffering countrymen and women.  Lastly, the unsettling news about the Fukushima 
Daiichi Nuclear Power Station is making everyone in Japan and the region nervous. As you can read on any 
headline, the situation is still far from resolved.  Until some resolution can be found to this dangerous situation 
everyone in Japan is worried about the potential for disaster. 
 Each Milton Public School will be generating some fund-raising efforts for the relief effort in 
Japan.  We have been in touch with all of the administration of our ‘sister-schools’ and they have indicated that 
donating directly to the Red Cross, which is the preferred charity of the Japanese government, is the best way to 
get the funds into the right hands.  
 Once all of our Milton schools have completed their fundraisers, all funds will be forwarded to the local 
MA chapter of the American Red Cross. 
 The Explore Japan Summer Exchange and Enrichment Program are also using their summer program as 
a fund-raising effort for Japan.  The program will donate money in the name of each participating host family to 
the Red Cross. More information about the program can be found at their website, www.americanlearning.com 
or by calling 781 828-2800.  Both summer programs run from July 25th-August 10th.  The girls program is at 
Milton High School and the boys program is at Pierce Middle School. 
 The program includes workshops on Japanese language, arts and crafts, cooking, martial arts, 
calligraphy and a variety of interesting cultural exercises as well as a number of field trips. Explore Japan is a 
one of a kind program offered only here in Milton. There is nothing quite like it in the USA.  Last year over 60 
area families participated in the program. The visiting students are boys from Nagoya Gakuin High School in 
Nagoya, Japan and girls from Osaka Jogakuin Jr./Sr. High School in Osaka, Japan. 
 Explore Japan welcomes students ages 8-16. Students learn in small groups (broken down by age) under 
the guidance of Japanese experts, both from Japan and from the local area. For families who host a visiting 
Japanese student during the program, Explore Japan is FREE for one of their children! That is a two and a half 
week program, 9AM - 4:00PM, Monday- Friday, including admission and supervision on afternoon field trips - 
for free! Students will embark on the afternoon field trips with the Japanese students to the MFA, Fenway Park 
Behind the Scenes Tour, Boston Harbor Cruise, Bowling, Harvard Square and much more.  Explore Japan is 
open to all students in Milton and surrounding towns. 
 Explore Japan is operated by American Learning, Inc., a non-profit cultural exchange organization based 
in Canton and founded by Milton resident Steve Shapiro. American Learning has been successfully operating 
the program since 1993 and has offered it in 10 locations throughout New England. For more information, 
contact American Learning at (781) 828-2800 or visit their website at: 

www.americanlearning.com 
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* * *  
 

The  Collicot PTO is sponsoring a public schools wide event for Japan by making paper cranes.  This idea was 
created by Students Rebuild partnered with DoSomething.org, and gives students locally and worldwide a way 
to support their Japanese peers.  This simple yet powerful gesture of making a paper crane will trigger a 
$200,000 donation from the Bezos Family Foundation—$2 for each crane received—to Architecture for 
Humanity’s reconstruction efforts in Japan. Their goal is 100,000 submissions, then the cranes will be woven 
into an art installation—a symbolic gift from youth worldwide to their Japanese peers.   
 
We are having paper crane folding events for the following times:   
Wednesday, April 6th; 3pm – 5:30pm Milton Public Library Keys Community Room 
Thursday, April 7th; 7:15 - 8:15am Collicot School Library 
 
If you are interested in this program, please come and fold or contact amijoiner@gmail.com for more 
information.  More detailed info can also be found at 
http://www.miltonps.org/documents/CollicotPaperCranesforJapan.pdf. 
  

* * *  
 
  As part of a local fundraiser, we ask that you please visit Cakes Bakery Cafe in Milton to view a 
wonderful display of artwork produced by our Milton students. 
  In addition, we are hoping that you will help support the arts in Milton’s public schools by purchasing 
an ‘ART!’ cupcake featuring artwork by Ha-Yen Nguyen, a kindergarten student at the Glover Elementary 
School. Proceeds from the sale of this cupcake will be donated to Milton Visual Arts Alliance. 
 Nearly 100 children from our elementary schools participated in the contest to design the MVAA 
cupcake by sketching, drawing, coloring, and painting their special designs on paper.  
 Our students took inspiration from famous artists like Vincent Van Vogh and Henri Matisse as well as 
from local community events and all things kids enjoy. The childrens’ artwork demonstrates their creativity, 
talent, thoughtfulness, imagination and -- most of all -- their love of making art. The display will be up through 
April.  

 
HONORS: 

 
Submitted by Catherine Walsh, Milton Foundation for Education 

 
  One is a senior stateswoman of Milton who organized her 60th Milton High School reunion a few years 
ago.  The other is a guy in his prime who graduated from Milton High over 30 years ago and works behind the 
scenes to improve diverse aspects of town life. 
 What Milton High School alumni Dr. Anne E. Coghlan ‘44 and Gary Kelly ’78 have in common is a 
passion for the town, the Milton Public Schools and the Milton Foundation for Education (MFE), the 
independent nonprofit that raises funds for key school enrichment projects.  For their dedication to improving 
Milton and its public schools, Coghlan and Kelly will be honored at MFE’s 12th Annual “Celebration for 
Education – The Big Backyard Bash” gala on April 2. 
 An event that has raised more than $2 million since 2000, Celebration for Education is Milton’s biggest 
fundraiser.  It has gone from being a fall event to one that ushers in spring and makes possible a range of 
exciting initiatives at Milton’s six public schools.  Projects to be funded with proceeds from MFE’s 2011 gala 
include various outdoor classroom initiatives, a before and after school program, and video production 
technology for the high school.  Honorees Coghlan and Kelly will be among hundreds of revelers on April 2 
who passionately support public education. 
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 Born in 1927, Dr. Anne Coghlan tested out of kindergarten and spent grades one through six at the 
now-defunct Belcher School in East Milton where she lived.  She was the precocious only child of a former 
teacher and a Milton police officer, and excelled at a newly opened Mary A. Cunningham Junior High School 
and at Milton High School.  Her experience of high school was deeply affected by World War II, she says.  “All 
students were taken to the Auditorium to hear President Franklin Roosevelt declare war,” recalls Coghlan, who 
was then a sophomore. 
 While a number of her male classmates left Milton High during their senior year to join the Armed 
Forces, Coghlan was immersed in the war in a different way.  She was one of four students chosen at the 
beginning of the year to speak at Commencement about the struggles of an oppressed population – in her case, 
Japanese-Americans held in interment camps by the U.S. government during the war.  “I did a self-tutorial all 
year that involved a lot of reading and trips to the Museum of Fine Arts to learn about Japanese people and their 
culture,” Dr. Coghlan says.  “I discovered that Japanese Americans were not well treated in the United States at 
that time, which was very sad.”  (Coghlan’s co-Commencement student speakers reflected on challenges facing 
African-Americans, Jews and Mexicans.) 
 Dr. Coghlan enrolled at Simmons College after graduation because her mother – “a real character!” – 
told her as a child that Simmons was where she would go.  “My mother liked the philosophy of Mr. John 
Simmons, the college’s founder, of educating women to compete successfully in a variety of professions.”   Dr. 
Coghlan loved Simmons, noting, “I received a very, very good education there and felt I had been very well 
prepared by Milton High School for college.” 
 Following in her mother’s path as an educator, Dr. Coghlan spent the first decade of her career teaching 
at Colby Junior College (now Colby-Sawyer College) in New Hampshire.  She had already earned two masters’ 
degrees and begun study for a Ph.D. in microbiology when Sputnik was launched by the Russians.  Suddenly 
the United States had a great need for teachers with advanced degrees in the sciences.  Dr. Coghlan left Colby 
Junior College in 1959 to accept a fellowship from the National Science Foundation to work full-time on her 
Ph.D. 
 Much to her delight, Dr. Coghlan found her next job at her alma mater.  She made her way up the ranks 
to tenured professor and then Dean of Sciences at Simmons – and stayed for 35 years.   When she retired in 
1993, Simmons established the Anne Coghlan Fund for Student Research.  In 1998, at the time of her 50th 
Reunion at Simmons, Coghlan received an honorary Doctor of Science degree from the college.  And a year 
later Simmons marked its centennial by naming Dr. Coghlan as one of “ten outstanding educators of the 
century.” 
 Her work in academia gave her the organizational skills and savvy to give back to the town of Milton 
and its school system, Dr. Coghlan says.  In addition to such activities as serving as the Warrant Committee’s 
first female chair and as a board member of institutions ranging from Milton Hospital to the Cunningham 
Foundation and Park, she chaired the town’s high school science study and building committee from 1987 to 
1996.  The science wing there was named for Coghlan, though it no longer exists since the construction of the 
new High School and relocation of the Middle School to the original High School location. 
 Dr. Coghlan also became involved with the Milton Foundation for Education at a critical time.  MFE 
was still a start-up when she took over as its second president in 1997. 
 “I immediately realized that MFE’s mission of doing things for the schools above and beyond what the 
town could do was critical to ensuring that our students would be as competitive as possible in the 21st 
century,” she says. 
 MFE initially focused its funds on faculty development – the foundation has since supported many other 
activities – and Dr. Coghlan oversaw the first two rounds of applications by teachers for grants.  She obtained 
input from students and MFE committee members on the merits of applications and made sure that application 
requirements were carefully followed.  “If a faculty member didn’t getting funding from MFE, I made sure that 
he or she knew why so they reapply the next year with a better chance of success,” Dr. Coghlan says. 
 Smiling, she continues: “I want people in Milton to know that great things have been done with money 
raised by the Milton Foundation for Education!”  For instance, students at the high school recently extracted 
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their own DNA to analyze in what Dr. Coghlan calls a “first-class scientific project.”   In 2006, money raised 
from the Celebration event paid for a state-of-the-art biotechnology lab at Milton High. 
 When asked about changes that have taken place in MFE since its founding 15 years ago by a group of 
local business and educational leaders, Dr. Coghlan notes that many parents with children in the schools have 
become involved.  “Great things are being done by the Foundation in conjunction with the schools these days, 
thanks to the efforts of so many committed Milton residents,” she says. 
 Gary Kelly is one of those Milton parents who dedicate themselves to MFE and the schools.  “My 
experience at Milton High as a member of the Class of 1978 could not have been better due to the teachers and 
friends I had there,” he says.  “I have an obligation to give back.” 
 The son of a musically gifted father who produced minstrel shows for local Catholic parishes while 
holding down jobs at places like Boston Edison and the Boston Herald-American, Kelly was moved early on by 
his dad’s community involvement.  “My Dad was always looking to see how he could help others and I have 
tried to live my life the same way,” he says.  His father died several years ago and Kelly muses that he is still 
feeling the void. 
 Kelly met his wife Jean at Milton High. Jean was a cheerleader.  He was on the football team – “I wasn’t 
very good,” he says with a rueful laugh – “but I was a late bloomer, and played in College.  The couple is 
raising three daughters in Milton.  His eldest daughter Brianna just graduated in 2010 and is now a Milton High 
alumna like her parents. 
 A financial professional with his own wealth management and strategic advisory firm, Kelly first 
became involved in the town because of his love of sports.  He coached American Legion baseball and Milton 
hockey beginning in his 20s, and once led a hockey team to an undefeated season.  He is currently president of 
the Milton Girls Softball Association and a board member of the Milton High School Athletic Hall of Fame, 
which he helped found three years ago.  “It’s a thrill to induct individuals and teams from eras ranging from the 
1940s right up to those who are at least five years out of Milton High,” Kelly says.  
  This year he is also serving as Vice President of the Milton High School Boosters, an organization that 
raises funds for high school athletics.  Pointing out that anyone who gives $25 is a  Booster, Kelly adds, 
“There’s been a tremendous spirit of enthusiasm and support in the Boosters for the last 20 years; now we’re 
trying to build a stronger infrastructure and do strategic planning. “Anyone can come to the meetings or 
volunteer, which allows your vote to count”” 
 Getting involved with MFE a decade ago was a natural thing for him to do, continues Kelly.  “I 
remember being excited to be part of a relatively new organization and have an impact on the schools I went to.  
It was exciting to be involved with the great people that were helping and meeting people like Milton School 
Superintendent Mary Gormley.” He served as a co-chair of the 2003 “Celebration for Education” gala.  
Beginning in 2005 and 2006, he helped restart the Milton High School Alumni Association that was created in 
the late 1990s.  Building a database has been a slow process, says Kelly, requiring a lot of detective work on the 
part of volunteers. But thanks to a link on the homepage of the Milton Public schools 
 (http://cfweb.smartedu.net/milton/alumni/) and on Facebook (Milton High Alumni Association), the Alumni 
Association is slowly but surely becoming a true resource for graduates.  
 ”We now feel ready to take it to the next level as we allow alumni to register through the website.”  He 
welcomes volunteers to expand the board and can be reached at miltonhighalumni@gmail.com. 
 Both Anne Coghlan and Gary Kelly are a bit abashed to be MFE’s first alumni honorees, as neither is by 
nature comfortable in the spotlight.  They understand, however, that people are drawn to leaders, as Coghlan 
was to her mother’s example and Kelly was to that of his father.  So both will accept the accolades and blush 
their way through toasts and well wishes at the Celebration for Education gala.  And then this dynamic duo will 
get back to business post-party, helping MFE in ways large and small – and thinking about whom to nominate 
as the honorees for next year. 
 For tickets to Celebration and more information about the MFE, go to the website 
at www.miltonfoundationforeducation.org 
 
 


