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From the Desk of the Superintendent: 
 
 April is one of my favorite months of the year.  The weather is warming, grass is growing, and our 
schools are busy, busy, busy!  One of the highlights has certainly been the news from the Massachusetts 
Department of Elementary and Secondary Education. Every six years the MADESE performs a Coordinated 
Program Review of each district, focusing on the specific programs for Special Education, English Language 
Education, Civil Rights, Homeless Students and Title One. Last week we received an excellent report on our 
district’s evaluated programs. 
 Six years ago, after a less-than-positive review, we began revamping these programs, and I am so 
pleased that our efforts have resulted in noted improvements in our latest Coordinated Program Review. We 
still have some work to do, but I am very happy with the results of this report and the progress it shows. I would 
like to thank both the regular education/special education staff and teachers, the Milton School Committee, the 
Milton Warrant Committee, the Milton PAC and the residents of Milton for prioritizing these programs. Please 
see the item below, under “PAC/Special Ed News” to learn more, or see the report at: 
 http://doe.mass.edu/pqa/review/cpr/reports/2011/0189.pdf 
 I hope you will read the rest of this month’s newsletter to learn more about some of the other wonderful 
news happening throughout the district.  Please have a safe and enjoyable vacation week. School will resume 
on Monday, April 25th.  – Mary C. Gormley 
  

SCHOOL COMMITTEE UPDATE 
 

We have had two school committee meetings since my last E-Blast. They were held on March 30th and April 
6th. Below are summaries of those meetings: 
 
April 6th :  The meeting began with a report from Jerry Vitti of the Milton PAC, which is the advisory council 
for parents of special needs students. Mr. Vitti was there to share a bit of “good news” with the community. He 
began by outlining the work of the PAC membership, which includes planed collaboration with the 
administration, parent support groups and roundtable discussions. He praised the level of communication 
between the PAC and the administration. To see the entire presentation, click here: 

http://www.miltonps.org/documents/PACPresentation.pdf  
 At a previous meeting we had discussed the teaching practice of “differentiated instruction.” In order to 
provide a better explanation of how this method works we invited Elementary Language Arts/Social Studies 
and Title One Coordinator Martha Sherman, Humanities Department Head Barbara Wright and Science 
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Director Marilyn Decker to present more information. They spoke about this method of responsive teaching in 
which the “one size fits all” model is not applied and a respect for different learning styles is encouraged. To 
view this presentation, please click here: 

http://www.miltonps.org/documents/DifferentiatedInstruction.pdf 
 We also welcomed Chris Masalsky, the Milton Foundation for Education funded Grant Writer.  He 
updated the committee on the status of several grants he is working on and provided information about some 
grants he has secured. Recently, he worked with Whole Foods to procure a new, $3,000 salad bar station which 
is used as a fruit and vegetable stand at the Pierce Middle School. He also spoke of working on grants with 
Target, Donors Choose, Liberty Mutual and Lowe’s. To view his presentation, please click here: 

http://www.miltonps.org/documents/GrantUpdate.pdf 
 Next, School Committee Chair Lynda-Lee Sheridan announced that she is on the committee to help our 
town plan its 350th anniversary celebration. Ms. Sheridan reported that the Milton Public Schools will be an 
active part of this celebration and suggested that parents/guardians or community members should contact her if 
they would like to help or if they had any ideas for this celebration.  Ms. Sheridan can be reached at 
lsheridan@miltonps.org  
 We also received a report from Kristan Bagley Jones about the Health & Wellness Committee.  She 
updated the committee on getting a district-wide mentoring program in place; working on restoring a 
community service coordinator at Milton High School and the involvement of the CATZ program in many of 
our elementary school before- and after-school programs and recess. 
 
March 30th: This meeting began with a moment of silence for Peter Shibley, a long-time employee of the 
Milton Public Schools. Please note the last item of this E-Blast for more information on Mr. Shibley.  
 The first order of business at this meeting was a report from the Pierce Site Council. A thorough review 
of MCAS data, as well as descriptions of the Pierce curriculum was presented. In addition, some of Pierce’s 
highly successful programs such as Study Island, Math as a Slam Dunk and the Saturday Program were 
discussed. The Site Council made note of Pierce’s “280 Luncheon;” the new Mock Trial Club; the Robotics 
Club; and Peer Meditation. To view the entire Pierce Site Council presentation, including MCAS data, please 
click here: 

http://www.miltonps.org/documents/PMSSiteCouncil.pdf 
 Next, Facilities Director Bill Ritchie and School Business Administrator Matt Gillis presented the 
Annual Facilities Update. This presentation included roof maintenance, plumbing issues, cleaning schedules 
and summer maintenance.  Mr. Ritchie discussed an energy-saving option of purchasing new LED light bulbs 
for the schools.  He is currently working on procuring grant money to offset the cost. To view the entire report 
please click here: 

http://www.miltonps.org/documents/SchoolFacUpdate.pdf 
 Next, Assistant Superintendent John Phelan and Milton parent Meg Kasuba presented information on 
behalf of the School Choice Committee. This committee was formed to explore the feasibility of our district 
taking part in the state’s School Choice program, in which students from other districts may attend the Milton 
Public Schools. The committee’s recommendation was that Milton should continue to opt out of the School 
Choice program because it would have a negative financial impact on our budget. Another reason given was 
that Milton’s enrollment has been steadily increasing and many of our classrooms are at a healthy capacity.  To 
view the entire presentation, please click here: 

http://www.miltonps.org/documents/SchoolChoicePresentation3-30-11.pdf 
 

 In other business, we clarified the Milton Public School’s status with regard to the state’s Anti-Bullying 
Policy. The Milton Public Schools are fully compliant with all state recommendations and requirements.  We 
also released the Kindergarten and First Grade enrollment numbers for the fall of 2011. As of this writing, there 
are 275 incoming kindergarten students. For those who have not completed Kindergarten registration, the 
deadline for doing so is April 29th.  For complete enrollment data, please click here: 

http://www.miltonps.org/documents/SharedEnrollmentChart4-4-11.pdf 
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CURRICULUM NEWS 

  
 We have formed a search committee for the position of Milton High School Principal.  The first meeting 
of this screening committee will take place April 20th.   

This committee will consist of one Milton principal; one School Committee member (Glenn Pavlicek); 
one member of Unit B (Department Head and/or Assistant Principal); two teachers; and three parents/guardians.  
Further updates regarding this process will follow. 
 

* * *  
 
 The Milton High Debate Team’s season has officially ended with a final competition (the state 
tournament) held at Suffolk University earlier this month. It was a great day, with three pairs of MHS students 
competing in public forum debate.  Our students were well prepared and thorough in their research. The level of 
debate was impressive.  Students successfully argued both sides of an international issue and displayed a high 
level of diplomacy when addressing the various factors determining threat and United States national security. 
 One pair, Maya Rosmarin and Ailsa Jeffries qualified through outstanding performance at previous 
tournaments and two additional pairs were invited to compete. Phil Rebrovic and Beylul Negasi (both Grade 
11) and Yaritzi Nunez (Grade 10) and Cormac Conners (Grade 9)  
   Our Milton High students were skilled, poised and engaged throughout the day, a reflection on their 
coaches, Nick Fitzgerald and Nancy Warn. 
 All the returning students are excited to build upon what they learned this year when competition 
resumes in the fall.  “It has been a pleasure working with Nick this school year as well as the various students 
who have competed as part of the debate team,” said Nancy Warn, Debate Team Advisor. “I have thoroughly 
enjoyed this experience and look forward to next season.” 
 

* * * 
 
 For our Milton Public School parents who are looking for interesting ideas for the summer months, we 
have compiled a list of programs being offered in Milton.  
  
Milton Summer Enrichment:  This program offers classes at Milton High School, both for fun (no-bake 
cooking, sports) and for academic credit (high school math, science.) The program will run from June 27, 2011 
to July 29, 2011. The brochure has been posted at: http://www.miltonps.org/documents/MSE2011.pdf 
 
Contact: Barbara Perry bperry@miltonps.org 
Chase Eschauzier ceschauzier@miltonps.org  
  
FAVA Summer Program:  The camp is held mornings at Milton High School and is open to elementary age 
school students. There are 4 camp sessions during month of July. Each week has a different theme. Week One: 
Film School; Week Two: Mixed UP Crazy Media Play Shop. Week Three: Modern Marvels. Week Four: Eco 
Art. For more information visit their site: http://miltonfava.wordpress.com/courses/2011-summer-camp/ or 
contact: 
Janet Gilmore at janetgilmore@comcast.net 
Karen Hainline at karenhainline@comcast.net 
  
Camp Cunningham: is a licensed, traditional day camp offering swimming, sports, arts and crafts, special 
events and field trips. It is limited to 90 students per week and is open to Milton residents entering grades 1-6 in 
fall 2011. Campers can enroll for any or all 8 weeks. Camp Cunningham is offered by Milton Community 
Schools, a self-supporting department of Milton Public Schools. For more information, visit their site: 
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 http://www.miltoncommunityschools.org/CampCunn11_Info.pdf or contact:  
Pam Dorsey at pdorsey@miltonps.org  
 
Title 1 Summer Program: This is a program for eligible Title 1 students from the Tucker School. Title 1 
students will be invited to participate via a letter that will be sent home to eligible students on April 28th. The 
program will be housed at Milton High School as part of the Milton Summer Enrichment Program. Students 
will participate in a math class and a reading class and will also participate in 2 other enrichment classes for a 
total of 4 classes per day. The Title 1 Summer Program will run Monday through Friday (8:00-12:00) from June 
27 - July 29, 2011. For more information, please contact: 
Martha Sherman at msherman@miltonps.org 
  
Milton Public School’s Summer Program (SPED): This program is run each summer for approximately 160 
students who require services through our special education department. The program runs for five weeks 
during the summer and is administered by Milton Public School teachers and administrators. For more 
information, contact 
Dr. Karen Spaulding: kspaulding@miltonps.org 
Dave Querzoli: dquerzoli@miltonps.org 
Dr. Pat DelVal at pdelval@miltonps.org  

 
 

Centre Stage, A Summer Drama Camp 
This program will be for students ages 10-14 and will be held at Milton Academy under the direction of Pierce 
Middle School teacher William Deschenes.   Centre Stage will explore the exciting world of theater arts through 
a variety of activities, projects and performances.  Session #1 will be held July 18-22, 2011 and Session #2 will 
be held July 25-29, 2011.  There is a maximum number of 25 participants per session. 
For more information, please contact Mr. Deschenes at wdeschenes@miltonps.org. 
   
  

* * *  
 
  The last Continental Math meet was held on March 17th. Following is a list of students who achieved 
the high score during any of the meets held this year. Congratulations to all! 
Grade Two: Jami Milliken (Cu) Demi Davis (Cu) John Roche (Co) Michael Swanton  (Co) Gabriel Estevez 
(Tu), Katherine Conforti  (Cu) Nellie Callahan (Co) Ryan Fitzmaurice (Co) Caroline Humphey  (Co) Jack Lally  
(Co) Maeve Ritchie  (Co) Nathan O’Neill (Tu) Oskar Peloquin (Tu) 
Grade Three: Vincent Luong (Tu) Alexander Foster (Co) Steven Pham (Cu) Hannah Pauly (Gl) Brendan Scott 
(Tu) Ryan Mazotta (Gl) Macie Capplis  (Cu) Thomas Hamblet (Cu) Caleb Smith  (Cu) Christopher Tsanotelis  
(Cu) Taylor Vrettas  (Gl)  
Grade Four: Pennie Sullivan (Co) Veronica Harris (Co) Penelope Holland (Gl) Julia Nerenberg (Gl) Katharine 
Barrett (Gl) Gwyneth Sauter (Gl) Samuel Coover (Tu) Hannah Mitchell (Tu) Manon Dorster (Cu) Karisa Lasoff 
(Cu) Alexandra Kelly (Gl) Audrey Pugh (Cu) William Conforti (cu) Matteo Mastandrea (Co) Grace Baker (Gl) 
Aidan Carroll (Gl) 
Henry Dolgoff (Gl) Kyle Loria (Gl) Eliza O’Donnell (Gl) Justin Chan (Co) James O’Brien (Co) Meghan Lee 
(Co) William Maniscalco (Co)  Dietrich Werner (Co) Julien Deborde (Cu) Lorna Grey (Cu) Sarah Hancock 
(Cu) Colin Harrington (Cu) Sara Kenneally  (Cu) Chantia Scott (Cu) Shayla Kelley (Cu) Sam LeLacheur (Cu) 
Thomas Newall (Cu) Jack Ridge (Cu) Mary Leigh Sullivan (Cu) Emily Schewe (Tu) Isabel Smith (Tu)  
Geoffrey Ford (Gl) Timothy Karoff (Gl) Samantha Van Gestel (Cu) Kelsey Kenney (Cu) Katherine Murray 
(Cu) Scott Yuen (Cu) Grade Five: Isaac Robinson (Tu) Regina Scott (Co) Kelia McCullough (Cu) Mark Walsh 
(Cu) Ryan Au (Gl) Bianca Timmer (Gl) Mackenzie Caputo (Co) Victoria Chen (Cu) Ann Josephine Auguste 
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(Tu)  Abigail Lang (Co) Edward Taugher (Cu)John Weiler (Cu) James Conley (Cu) Caleb Farwell (Cu) Sawyer 
Flanagan (Co) James Comley (Cu) Patrick Sullivan (Cu) Kevin McDonough (Gl) Andrew Hansbury (Tu) 
 
For sample problems go to: 

http://www.continentalmathematicsleague.com/cml.html#  
 

* * *  
 
 We also have had a wonderful year with our WordMasters Challenge meets. Each year, students in 
grades 3, 4 and 5 participate in the WordMasters Challenge, a national language arts competition entered by 
approximately 215,000 students annually, which consists of three separate meets held at intervals during the 
school year. 
  The WordMasters Challenge is an exercise in critical thinking which encourages students to become 
familiar with a set of interesting new words (considerably harder than grade level), and then challenges them to 
use those words to complete analogies expressing various kinds of logical relationships.  
 Working to solve the Challenge analogies helps students to learn to think both analytically and 
metaphorically. Though most vocabulary-boosting and analogy-solving activities have been created for high 
school students, the WordMasters materials have been specifically designed for younger students, in grades 3-8.   
 
The following information represents results from the second WordMasters Challenge Meet. 
 
Collicot: Two students representing Collicot School recently won highest honors in the WordMasters 
Challenge. Third grader Philip Synnott and fourth grader Brendan Cox both earned perfect scores in the year’s 
second meet held in February. In the entire country only 99 third graders and 50 fourth grades achieved perfect 
results. Others who also achieved outstanding results in the meet included third graders Ethan Aaker, Michael 
Cosgrove, Katherine Delaney, Shea Flanagan, and Jackson Humphreys; fourth graders Martin Folan, Julia 
DeFilippo, Veronica Harris, and Matteo Mastandrea; and fifth graders Shane Berry, John Cullen, Sawyer 
Flanagan, Haley O’Brien and Regina Scott. 
 
Cunningham: A student representing Cunningham School recently won highest honors in the WordMasters 
Challenge. Cunningham School third grader Thomas Hamblet earned a perfect score in the year’s second meet 
held in February. In the entire country only 99 third graders achieved perfect results. Others who also achieved 
outstanding results in the meet included third graders Caleb Smith, Shaylen Vangestel, Luke Botsford, 
Euroghene Egodogbare, Macie Capplis, Joshua Riggs, Anna Rull and Hannah Scanlon; fourth graders John 
Devore and Rebecca Noris; and fifth grader James Conley. 
 
Glover: Students at Glover School who earned outstanding results in the year’s second WordMaster Challenge 
meet included fourth graders Aidan Brathwaite, Alison Brink: and fifth graders Claire Casey, Timothy Karoff, 
Nicholas Fahy and Kevin McDonough 
 
Tucker: A student representing Tucker School recently won highest honors in the WordMasters Challenge. 
Tucker School’s fourth grader Hannah Mitchell earned a perfect score in the year’s second meet held in 
February. In the entire country only 50 fourth graders achieved perfect results. Others who also achieved 
outstanding results in the meet included third grader Ava Duggan; fourth grader Sonia Bot, and fifth grader 
Benjamin Scott. 
 
For sample words and analogies go to: 

http://www.wordmasterschallenge.com/more_samples.htm 
 

* * *  
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 Our local Rotary Club is offering a wonderful opportunity for qualified Milton High School juniors, but 
the deadline is right around the corner. 
 The Rotary Youth Leadership program is actively searching for candidates to attend this year's Rotary 
Youth Leadership Awards (RYLA) Conference, which will be held from June 3-5 at the Cape Cod Sea Camps 
in Brewster. The Annual RYLA Conference will offer outstanding high school juniors an opportunity to live, 
work and interact together in an atmosphere of cooperation and friendly competition. Together with their 
Rotarian advisors, the Alumni develop a weekend filled with engaging speakers, thought provoking workshops, 
seminars and the ever popular ropes course.  
 This program is designed to challenge the participants to utilize and improve their skills and accept the 
responsibilities of leadership. There is no charge to the students for the program. The club will sponsor one 
participant at this year's conference, but applications must be received by Friday, April 22nd.  For more 
information, contact Michael.maholchic@gmail.com or visit http://youth7950.org/ryla.html 
 

* * *  
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

 Go to http://www.miltonps.org/documents/MCASSchedule.pdf for the latest MCAS testing 
schedule in the Milton Public Schools for grades K-12. 
 
 I would also like to remind everybody that Teacher Appreciation Week is right around the corner.  From 
May 2nd to May 6th we can all show our gratitude for the teaching profession. This is the perfect time in the 
year to take a moment to show your appreciation to teachers for all the effort they put in each day to teach and 
for the education that our children receive. Each of our PTO’s is planning something different so if you would 
like to participate in their events, please contact them directly. 
 I have always found that sending a note or email to a teacher/staff member is the best way to 
demonstrate your appreciation. Letters and cards from their students have always been a favorite among 
teachers/staff as well.  
 However you choose to acknowledge our wonderful teachers/staff members, I encourage you to do so. 
Thank you in advance. 
 

* * *  
 
 We would also like to remind you that -- as a Massachusetts Safe Routes to School partner school -- we 
will participate in Massachusetts Walk and Bike to School Day on Wednesday, May 4th.  
 We will be sending out reminders for parents/guardians about this program.   

 
PAC/SPECIAL ED NEWS 

 
 As many of you may have seen during the most recent School Committee meeting, we recently received 
some very good news from the state. 
 After undergoing a rigorous review of several programs, including special education, English language 
education and civil rights, our district was given excellent feedback from the Massachusetts Department of 
Elementary and Secondary Education in a report released earlier this month. 
 The assessment, known as the Coordinated Program Review, takes place every six years in every public 
school district in Massachusetts. During the last review in 2005, several flaws in Milton’s SPED and ELE 
programs were identified. These issues have since been addressed and those improvements were reflected in the 
2011 review. 
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 We are very pleased with the outcome of this report and I must say that it would not have been as 
positive without the support of the Milton School Committee and the town’s Warrant Committee. 
 I would also like to thank all of the Milton teachers/staff members whose efforts in our Special 
Education, English Language Learning and civil rights issues contributed to such an incredible improvement. 
 A team from the MADESE visited the Milton schools in November where they interviewed teachers, 
parents and administrators and also observed classrooms. The Milton Public Schools were required to perform a 
self-assessment as well as administer a questionnaire to parents regarding the targeted programs.  
 The state classifies programs as “Implemented, Partially Implemented or Not Implemented.” In the 
SPED category, out of 269 items reviewed all but 12 received the implemented designation. In the Civil Rights 
category, out of 64 items all but 4 were implemented.  In English Language Education, out of 59 items all but 8 
were implemented.  Those items that did not receive the Implemented designation were deemed Partially 
Implemented.  
 Dr. Patricia DelVal, Director of Pupil Personnel Services, attributed the improvement to “increased 
staffing in these departments, increased programs and better identification procedures for English Language 
Learner programs.”  
 I would also like to credit the Milton PAC, a group of parent volunteers, with their ability to work 
collaboratively with the administration. The report is posted on the DESE website 
http://www.doe.mass.edu/pqa/review/cpr/reports/ 
 

* * *  
  

The following item was written by Nicque Bradshaw of the Milton PAC: 
 
 The Milton Special Education Parent Advisory Council (PAC) would like all parents and guardians to 
be aware of the following:   
 Nominations for the 2011-2012 Milton PAC Board positions are now open. WE NEED YOU!!! All 
positions on the PAC board are available and we ask you to please consider helping to guide special education 
in our town.  
 Being on the PAC board allows you to work behind the scenes on decisions made about special 
education in the Milton public schools and make a contribution to the programming for all Milton children 
receiving or eligible for services. Your involvement is especially crucial as we welcome new Administrator of 
Pupil Personnel Services, Karen Clasby and provide input as she begins her tenure in Milton public schools.  
 You can be as involved in the PAC at a level that works for you: as an officer or as a Member-At-Large, 
and contribute in the area where your skills lie. If you have any questions about getting involved in the PAC, 
please contact any of the Board members listed at the end of this Notice and we would be very happy to answer 
your questions.  
 Officer positions include: Chairperson, Vice Chairperson, Secretary and Treasurer. Experience NOT 
needed and ALL interested parents are encouraged to apply!!!  
 Member-At-Large positions could include: Fundraising, Publicity, Membership, Special Events, or any 
other skill you could contribute to make the PAC board a vibrant, responsive organization that meets the needs 
of Milton families.  
 NOMINATIONS ARE EASY!!!! You can nominate YOURSELF or someone else for a PAC Board 
Position or Member-At-Large role by emailing the attached Nomination Ballot to MiltonPAC@yahoo.com or 
mailing it to: 

Milton Parent Advisory Council 
25 Gile Road 

Milton, MA 02186  
 Nominations will run from March 24th through April 29th and elections will be held on May 12th at the 
PAC meeting/ Elementary Roundtable Discussion. Thank you for taking an interest in your PAC and we look 
forward to welcoming your involvement!   
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 Please note the following meetings:   
PAC Meeting/ *Elementary Roundtable Discussion 
Thursday, May 12th at 7pm at the Pierce Middle School Library 
This will be the final PAC meeting for this school year.  The tentative Agenda will include: PAC Board 
Elections, a brief overview of Summer Services and the results of the Coordinated Program Review; as well as 
the rescheduled Elementary Roundtable Discussion.  This will be a meeting that you will not want to miss.  
Representatives from various the elementary schools will be present.  
Parent Support Group 
Thursday, May 19th at 7pm at the Milton Public Library 
This will be the final Parent Support Group meeting for this school year. This meeting differs from the regular 
PAC meetings and is facilitated by a Social Worker.  This support group is open only to parents who have 
children with special needs in the Milton Public Schools. 

 
MILTON FOUNDATION FOR EDUCATION 

  
 As most of you know by now, the Milton Foundation for Education recently hosted its annual 
Celebration for Education. This year the theme was the “Big Backyard Bash” and it was an extremely enjoyable 
night for our school community. We are so happy to announce that the sold-out event raised more than 
$150,000 for our schools. I am very grateful for all the hard work that went into this event. As Superintendent, I 
would like to especially thank the event chairs, Astrid Hajjar, Lisa Viola and Patti Elliott, the board of the 
Milton Foundation for Education, all the teachers and staff who donated items to this event and all community 
members who attended.  
 In addition, the MFE would like to thank the following people: 
 
• Dave Belyea, Sharon Mulcahy, Jason LaRose and Dori Levine at Jackrabbit Design, for their professional 

design work to support the Foundation – creating our logo, invitations and our website. 
• Dan Flynn, Daniel J. Flynn & Co., for being our Master of Ceremonies and donating his auctioneer skills to 

our Live Auction. 
• Shine, for providing live music during the evening. 
• Boston Marriott Quincy, Meg Garruto, and the entire staff, for their help with this event. 
• Dolly DiPesa of DiPesa Accounting and Cheryl Tarpy, our bookkeeper, for their continued support of the 

Foundation. 
• Braintree Printing and Pro-Forma Printing & Promotion for printing our marketing materials, invitations and 

posters. 
• Robert Davis for his marketing expertise. 
• Brian Kelley for featuring the Foundation on Talk of the Town and his video work for the event. 
• Cathy Walsh for research, writing and photography, and Bob Pattison, for his photography. 
• Miriam Wotiz for her beautiful works of art. 
• Pat Desmond, Mike Whalen and Kathy Ferrari of the Milton Times for their support of the Foundation. 
• Fred White for his A/V expertise. 
• Tom Fahey of Boston Video Crew, Mike Mulvey of Mike Mulvey Production Services and Mike Lynch of 

Milton Cable for creating the unforgettable video feature presentation for this evening. 
• Towne Tree, Thayer Nursery, A. Thomas and Sons, Curry Hardware, Linens by Alice and Lopez the Florist 

for their help transforming the ballroom into a real summertime backyard. 
• Karen Hughes, Stephanie Sherman, Robyn Thompson, and their art students for the beautiful artwork in the 

silent auction. 
• Principal James Jette, Susan Higgins, Sandy Wyse, the entire staff of the Pierce Middle School, 

Superintendent Mary Gormley, John Phelan, Charlene Roche and Sean Walsh of the Superintendent’s Office 
for their help, hospitality and generosity above and beyond. 
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• The Parent Teacher Organizations (PTO’s) of the Milton Public Schools for their tireless efforts to strengthen 
school communities and their help in this event. 

• Milton High Athletes for helping at Wildcat Fun Night. 
• All the teachers and staff of the Milton Public Schools who lovingly and tirelessly enrich our children’s lives 

everyday. 
 
In addition, thank you to the following Celebration for Education Committee members and volunteers: 
 
Courtney Affanato, Debbie Alsebai, Yoshi Belash, Dave Belyea, Mary Bodkin, Dr. Noreen Burdett, Sarina 
Burke, Annemarie Calnan, Margaret Carels, Leslie Collins, Ned Corcoran, Linda Corcoran, Suzy Cosgrave, 
Ray Czwakiel, Karen Davis, Robert Davis, Lorraine Dee, Jim and Amy Delaney, Erika Donahue, Jackie 
Driscoll, Margaret Eberhardt, Darryl Elliott, Jeff Erickson, Lori Ferrante, Tom and Dawn Flynn, Kimberly Gill, 
Jess Gillooly,  Mary Gormley, John Hajjar, Trish Heelen, Eileen Heller, Jim Henderson, Susan Higgins, Kate 
and Lloyd Hill, Debra May Hughes, Karen Hughes, Ami Joiner, Meg and Chris Kaster, Brian Kelley, Mary 
Keohane, Jeanne Kibble, Jean Lang, Sheila and Peter Leddy, Janet and Gerry Lorden, Annellen Lydon, Laurie 
Macintosh, Cheryl McDermott, Allison McDonnell, Mary and Brendan McLaughlin, Molly Meade, Bernadette 
Moonan, Sharon Mulcahy, Eileen Mullen, Roxanne Musto, Maureen Nee, Eve Nightingale, Ludmila 
Nivoroshkin, Gay and Mike O’Hanlon, Becky Padera, Sheila Paolucci,  Kasie and Jim Pasquantonio, Bob 
Pattison, Margaret Pellegri, John Phelan, Denise and Desi Queally, Charlene Roche, Marta Rodriguez-Gamboa, 
Carol Rosner, Mary Anne Rull, Susanna Ryan, Elizabeth Spitz, Tricia Sullivan, Rita Taugher, Cristine 
Thomsen, Steve Traister, Vinnie Viola, Karyn Vivieros, Mary Jane and John Walker, Cathy Walsh, Margaret 
Walsh, Fred White, Sandy Wyse.  
 

GRANT/FUNDRAISING NEWS 
 
 I hope that all of you were able to enjoy the recent Faculty Talent Show at Milton High School. Many, 
many thanks to the faculty at Milton High and Pierce Middle School for all their hard work in putting this 
together.  
 We are truly lucky to have such a wonderful, dedicated staff who are willing to spend their spare time 
working to raise money for our sports, clubs and activities.  Thanks to all who participated, organized and 
attended this event. It raised nearly $13,000 which goes directly to fund athletics, clubs and activities at Milton 
High School.    
 

* * *  
  
 Our teachers have recently begun participating in an exciting and innovative fundraising program. 
Donors Choose is a website that allows teachers from around the US to post grants to support classroom 
instruction.  
 The grants range in topic and size. Individuals and companies can go to the site and select a grant they 
would like to put money towards and decide on an amount. Once the grant reaches the needed amount, the 
materials get delivered to the school.  
 Currently, there are eleven projects up on the site from all of our elementary schools and we encourage 
parents/guardians to visit and/or donate. 

www.donorschoose.org 
  “This is just a great opportunity,” said Holly Concannon, Elementary Math and K-8 Technology 
Coordinator for Milton Public Schools. “Donors Choose gives everybody a chance to be involved in the 
education of Milton children. It’s a great way for parents to be able to participate in providing materials that will 
enrich our teaching.”  
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 Since Milton Public Schools began participating, several of our teachers have received grant money 
through this website.   I’d like to thank Michael McNeely, a Collicot parent who brought this program to our 
attention. Great work! 
 

* * *  
 
 We need your help to win a $5,000 grant! Every Milton parent, coach, teacher, administrator and 
community resident can contribute to this effort, it’s easy and costs nothing more than a few minutes of your 
time. 
 
 Twice every school year, Liberty Mutual makes grants of $5,000 available to school athletic 
organizations through their Responsible Sports Community Grant Program.  To earn a grant, we need to get as 
many folks as possible to read the Responsible Sports Parenting and Responsible Coaching online guides (it’s a 
breeze!). Then, each person takes a 10-question Sports Parenting or Coaching quiz. Once the quiz is complete, 
give a "credit" to the Milton High School Wildcats. Each quiz brings us one step closer to earning a grant.  
 
 So don’t wait – take the quiz right now while you’re online! 
 
Parents, Teachers, Administrator and Community Members Click Here: 
http://www.responsiblesports.com/responsible_sport_parenting/responsible_sport_parenting_quiz.aspx 
 
And Milton High School coaches click here: 
http://www.responsiblesports.com/responsible_coaching/responsible_coaching_quiz.aspx 
 
After you take the quiz, tell your friends to participate! Send the links in an email, and post them to your 
Facebook or Twitter accounts. Spread the word and help us win $5,000, thank you for your support! 
 

* * * 
 
The following article was written by Milton parent Anne Comber: 
 
 Milton High School was recently selected to receive an AmeriCorps Promise Fellow to work with 
school officials to establish a new, creative mentoring program to help at-risk students achieve their educational 
goals.  The school is currently working with AmeriCorps to recruit and hire a Promise Fellow who will spend 
one year at Milton High starting in August.  Anyone interested in the position is encouraged to visit the website 
www.masspromisefellows.org for more information. 
 Chris Masalsky, Milton Public School’s part-time grant writer, submitted a proposal this spring to 
AmeriCorps requesting a Massachusetts Promise Fellow to help the school create a mentoring program.  
According to Milton School Superintendent Mary Gormley, the high school has had a number of mentoring 
programs over the years, but due to recent budget cutbacks, has been unable to dedicate the personnel needed to 
create an ongoing and sustainable program. 
Gormley is thrilled that the high school will finally have someone working full-time on this vitally important 
initiative.  “One-on-one mentoring is proven to be an extremely effective tool in increasing academic 
performance and engagement among at-risk students.  Our goal is to identify students with academic promise 
who will benefit from an ongoing relationship with a caring mentor, someone who will be able to connect the 
student with a host of educational services and opportunities.”   
 The Massachusetts Promise Fellow will be tasked with working with teachers and guidance counselors 
to identify students who would benefit from a mentoring program and will also be responsible for the 
recruitment and training of mentors.  The Fellow will oversee all aspects of the mentoring program, including 
creating a plan for future years when a Promise Fellow will no longer be available to administer the program.   
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Milton High is one of only 39 Promise Fellow host sites across the state, and the only public school to be 
selected in this highly competitive process.  Currently in its twelfth year, the Massachusetts Promise Fellowship 
places Fellows who commit to a year of service at non-profit organizations, schools, and city agencies across 
Massachusetts to create, lead, and manage youth development projects.  
 If interested in serving on the MHS Mentoring Committee, please email Anne Comber at 
thecombers@comcast.net. 
 

* * * 
  
Save the Date for the first-ever “Salute the Arts” event to be held at Fuller Village on Saturday, May 

21st from 1 to  4pm. 
 This event is a fundraiser to support the Milton Public Schools arts programs. It will feature a display of 
incredible artwork -- not only from student artists, but also from Fuller Village residents. Some of the artwork 
will be for sale, with proceeds going towards art education. 
 In addition, this intergenerational event will feature Fuller Village musicians and performers as well as 
the Milton High School jazz combo.  There will be activities for younger children, including hands-on crafts 
projects and a puppet show. A giant raffle is being planned and light refreshments will be served.  This 
fundraiser is sponsored by the Fuller Village Residents Association in partnership with the Milton Public 
Schools. 
 I would like to thank Dr. Noreen Diamond Burdett, MPS Fine Arts Director, and Marcia Uretsky, 
Tucker School Principal, along with Fuller Village residents/volunteers Myrtle Flight and Blossom Glassman 
for helping to organize this event. 
 

* * *  
 
  A brand new safety course was offered to Milton High School students this spring with the goal of 
preventing car crashes by teenage drivers. 
 “Distractology 101” -- a program sponsored by Arbella Insurance and Atlantic Insurance Group Agency 
of Milton was a free training program designed to educate new drivers on the dangers of distracted driving.   
 Using an innovative driving simulator, students were given real hands-on experience on how cell 
phones, radios, GPS devices and even conversations can interfere with a driver’s ability to concentrate behind 
the wheel. 
 We would like to thank Rick and Bob Gallery with Atlantic Insurance in East Milton Square for their 
help in pulling this excellent program together.  
 

* * *  
 
 One of our very dedicated high school teachers, Elaine Lovett, has asked me to request help with one of 
her projects. Ms. Lovett is looking for the names and addresses of local servicemen and women who are serving 
overseas. 
 As part of a public service project, Ms. Lovett and her students are planning to pack goodie bags and 
letters to send to our troops. As part of her Foods I and Foods II classes, the students will bake delicious treats 
to package and send to servicemen and servicewomen. They would love to have a local Milton connection, so 
please contact elovett@miltonps.org if you would like to send her a name and mailing address. 

 
NEWS AROUND TOWN 

 
 Sustainable Milton’s 2nd Annual Green Home Fair will be taking place on Saturday, April 23rd from 
noon to 4pm at Cunningham Hall.  
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  Last year, over 200 residents met dozens of local organizations and businesses offering options to 
“green” their home, garden, cleaning and beauty regimes, transportation and more.   
 Whether you are interested in signing up for a free home energy audit, curious about solar power, biking 
in Milton or turning your food scraps into black gold in a compost bin then this is the event for you!  
 According to Sustainable Milton President, Sarah Mills: “in addition to providing practical solutions, 
once again there will be giveaways and great raffle prizes, such as a native dogwood tree, a $50 gift certificate 
to Abby Park, a compost bin and rain barrel, not to mention the live animal display, kids’ craft activities and 
pizza sale.  Fun for the whole family!”   

* * * 
 

 The Forbes House Museum will be holding its First Annual Victorian Egg Hunt on Saturday, April 
30th from 1 pm to 3pm and children ages 3-8 are welcome to attend.  Hundreds of eggs will be hidden on the 
east and west lawns of the Museum.  Each child will receive a handle basket in which she/he can gather eggs, 
each containing a toy surprise.  A story hour will take place on the Forbes House porch beginning at 2 pm; 
snacks and refreshments will be served.  “The egg hunt is part of an effort by Forbes House to offer more 
programs and activities for local families,” said Robin Tagliaferri, the Museum’s Executive Director.  “We hope 
to see some of our old friends and some new faces as well.”   Admission is $5 per child, which includes a 
handle basket.  The Rain Date for this event is Sunday, May 1st from 1 pm to 3 pm. 

http://www.miltonps.org/documents/EggHunt.pdf 
 

* * *   
  

Also, please be aware that Sustainable Milton and the Milton Department of Public Works are 
sponsoring Milton Green Day on Saturday, May 21st from 9am to 1pm.  Groups who are interested in joining 
a clean-up or beautification crew should contact Sustainable Milton at sustainablemilton@me.com 
 Another facet of Green Day is the annual Milton DPW Open House, which will be held at the DPW yard 
from 9am to 1pm.  While you're at the DPW OPEN HOUSE you can also recycle your: 
- Toys and Clothing to help children in need through Cradles2Crayons 
- Inkjet cartridges and cell phones into money for Milton Schools 
- Mercury thermostats, thermometers and button cell batteries (**get free digital thermometers to replace 
donated mercury ones) and raise funds for Sustainable Milton 
- Worn out sneakers into sports surface with NIKE REUSE A SHOE 
- Bottles and cans into $ for MHS Boosters 
and of course there will be the regular magic show, touch-a-truck, used bike sale, rain barrel pick up, compost 
bin sales, refreshments, raffles and giveaways. 
 

* * * 
 More than seven million Americans currently abuse prescription drugs, according to the 2009 Substance 
Abuse and Mental Health Administration’s National Survey on Drug Use and Health.  
 Equally troubling, it is estimated that each day, approximately, 2,500 teens use prescription drugs to get 
high for the first time according to the Partnership for a Drug Free America. Studies show that a majority of 
abused prescription drugs are obtained from family and friends, including the home medicine cabinet. 
 To address this nation-wide issue, the Milton Police Department along with the federal Drug 
Enforcement Agency, will be sponsoring a Drug Take Back Initiative in our town on April 30 th from 10am to 
2pm.  This is a chance for parents, guardians and residents to clean out their medicine cabinets and get rid of 
any unused, expired or unwanted prescriptions or medications and bring them to the Milton Police Department.  

The program will be anonymous, no questions asked. Milton Police have stated that the purpose is to get 
these medications out of residents’ homes. They ask that medication not be flushed down toilets or thrown in 
the garbage where they can contaminate water supplies or be found in the trash.  
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 If you plan to participate and want your name removed from the pill bottles, either “black it out” with a 
marker, or pull the label off. You can also transfer the pills into plastic baggies for drop-off, but police officers 
have said they will take these prescriptions in any form that is convenient.  
 “This is like spring cleaning for your medicine cabinets,” said Maria Poles, a Milton police officer who 
is assigned to the Milton Public Schools as our resource officer.   Please consider heeding this advice.   
 

AMBASSADOR PAGE 
 

As part of our E-blast, we highlight students, teachers and members of the community whose hard work 
deserves recognition.  Please read about some of their outstanding accomplishments below: 

 
Students: Congratulations to Timothy Karoff and Andrew Gray, both Glover fifth-graders, who competed as 
individuals at the Future Problem Solving State Bowl in Marlborough last month. Timothy earned first place 
and will advance to the International competition in Wisconsin, and Andrew earned second place. We are 
extremely proud of both these boys as well as their coach, Lori Henry and all our Future Problem Solvers! 
 
Teacher: We recently received some wonderful news from one of our teachers. Jonathan Turrisi was informed 
earlier this month that he was accepted into the National Endowment for the Humanities Summer Scholar 
Program for the second year in a row.  
 Mr. Turissi was accepted into both a Niagara Falls program and a California program and decided to 
attend California State University’s "Spanish and Mexican Influences on California" during the first week of 
August.  This program ties directly to 8th Grade World History Curriculum as they spend considerable time 
discussing the colonial empires constructed by Europeans during the age of exploration and conquest. Only 40 
teachers from across the country are selected to participate in each program, and we are so proud that Mr. 
Turissi was one of them. 
 
Teacher:  Special congratulations to Tucker Elementary School kindergarten teacher Bonnie Johnson.  Bonnie 
will be a recipient of The Milton Early Childhood Alliance (MECA) Professional Recognition Award at a 
banquet on Wednesday, April 27th at the Common Market Restaurant.  
 
Volunteer: I would like to give special recognition to Milton School Committee Member Christopher Huban 
and thank him for his years of service to the Milton Public Schools.   As a School Committee member for the 
past 12 years, I have always been impressed by Mr. Huban’s dedication to the School Committee and to the 
students of Milton.   Since Mr. Huban chose not to run for reelection, he attended his last School Committee 
meeting on April 6th. 
 
Final thought:  It is with deep sadness that I inform you of the death our dear friend and fellow employee, Peter 
Shibley.  Peter began his career with the Milton Public Schools in 1988.  As a custodian, Peter has worked in 
most of our schools.  In 1996 Peter went from working at the Collicot and Cunningham elementary schools to 
working at Tucker Elementary School and Milton High School.  In 2005 he transferred to the Pierce Middle 
School.  Principal James Jette stated that Peter was well respected by his fellow custodians and the faculty/staff 
at Pierce Middle School.  He will be deeply missed by everyone. Please join me in extending condolences to 
Peter’s family.  Condolences may be sent to 6 Martin Terrace, Milton, MA  02186. 
 
 


