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From the Desk of the Superintendent: 
 

"The soul is dyed the color of its thoughts. Think only on those things that are in line with your 
principles and can bear the light of day. The content of your character is your choice. Day by day, 

what you do is who you become. Your integrity is your destiny - it is the light that guides your way." --  
Heraclitus 

 
 March was quite a month for the Milton Public Schools! In the past few weeks as part of two 
separate events we have welcomed several local, state and national politicians to our schools. Earlier 
this month, we were honored to give U.S. Congressman Michael Capuano a tour of both Pierce 
Middle School and Tucker Elementary School. Congressman Capuano is serving his seventh term in 
Congress. As a part of congressional redistricting, Milton precincts 1, 5 and 10 have become part of 
his district. The Congressman came to Milton to familiarize himself with these Milton neighborhoods 
and his new constituents.  
 More recently, we hosted a large gathering of dignitaries, including U.S. Senator John Kerry, 
U.S. Congressman Stephen Lynch, State Senator Brian Joyce, State Representatives Walter Timilty 
and Linda Dorcena Forry, along with many of Milton’s elected officials and invited guests. The reason 
for the visit was the celebration of the Pierce Middle School as the recipient of one of the nation’s 
highest school nutrition awards from the US Department of Agriculture. Please see more about this 
event below.  It was an honor not only to host our legislators, but also to help familiarize them with the 
hard work and talents of our students, our teachers and our staff here in the Milton Public Schools. It 
is also important for our students to meet their elected representatives, an opportunity that can have a 
lasting impact on their young lives. We are proud of what is accomplished here in our schools each 
and every day. It was a privilege for me to have the opportunity to share our achievements with those 
who represent us in government.  
 Also, I have two quick reminders. First, the Milton Foundation for Education has given us an 
extra week to nominate teachers for the Outstanding Teacher of the Year Award. Please consider 
your child’s current or former teacher for this honor. Nominations are due in the school offices before 
noon on Thursday, April 5th.  Secondly, teachers are reminded to apply for the Spring Teacher Grants 
to be awarded by the MFE next month. Grant applications are due on Friday, April 27th. – Mary C. 
Gormley 
 

SCHOOL COMMITTEE UPDATE 
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There have been two school committee meetings since my last E-blast. Below is a summary of those 

meetings:  
 
March 14th: This meeting began with an Open Budget Hearing which was held to discuss the FY13 
budget. One community member came forward to urge the School Committee to reinstate the 
elementary school chorus program, which has been cut due to budgetary issues. To view the FY13 
Budget Presentation, click here: http://www.miltonps.org/documents/FY13BudgetPresentation.pdf 
 The regular meeting of the School Committee followed and featured a visit from the Pierce 
Future Problem Solvers team, along with their coach Nicole Hoyceanyls, PMS Science teacher. They 
recently qualified to compete in the State Bowl in Marlborough. 
 The Future Problem Solvers at Pierce are divided into two teams consisting of three students 
each. The junior division team of sixth graders, David Casaz, Joshua Kackley, and Timothy Karoff, 
and the middle school division team of seventh grader, Ryan Rafanan, and eighth graders Carleen 
Mullally and Michaela Olson. Additionally, Timothy Karoff (6th Grader) placed first in the Scenario 
Writing and has been invited to the International Competition. The 2012 State Problem Solving Bowl 
will be held at Marlborough High School on March 24th.  
 Next, the School Committee honored two groups of students as part of Music in Our Schools 
Month and Youth Art Month. First, the Globe Scholastic Art Winners were invited up along with their 
artwork. Members of the Milton High Saxophone Quintet came and performed for the School 
Committee and answered questions about “Music in Our Schools Month.” The musicians were: 
Carolyn Truax, Nick Savage, Nick Orlando, Ellen Chow and Peter Mulkern. 
  Assistant Superintendent John Phelan presented the School Start Time Study. The committee 
concluded that there is a positive impact of starting school later for middle and high school students. 
However, Milton currently has the second-latest start time in the area. They further concluded that 
most parents and teachers are happy with the current start times. At this point, there is no reason to 
change start times, but in the future, if they were to be changed the committee recommends that 
times only be made later for middle and high school students.  
 To view the presentation, click here: http://www.miltonps.org/documents/StartTimePres.pdf 
 Food Services Director Jackie Morgan made a presentation on her department and discussed 
details of the “new food law,” which will become effective July 1, 2012. This law will affect what food 
can be provided to or sold to a child not only during the school day, but also 30 minutes before and 
after school. This legislation will affect classroom celebrations, concession stands, bake sales, etc. To 
view the Food Service presentation, click here: http://www.miltonps.org/documents/FooodServices3-
14-12.pdf 
 The School Committee congratulated members of the Milton High Dramatic Society Group, 
whose production “The Bald Soprano” made it to the semi-finals of the Massachusetts Educational 
Theater Guild’s annual competition on March 10th.  The cast includes Julia Clark, Will Weir, Dan 
Halloran, Gabrielle Bongiorno, Lily Melcher, Zach Mullaney; with Director Laura Hess. The Technical 
Crew was: Erin Potter, Amanda Liberty, Tim Flaherty, David Cleckley, Will Hess, Anthony Medina. 
Hair, Makeup and Costumes were done by: Alex Barber, Eliza Tricket, Evy Oliverio, Casey Glynn and 
Emily Berman.  
 The School Committee also recognized the Milton High Robotics Club, who has had a very 
successful season. For more info on the Robotics team, click here: 
http://www.miltonps.org/documents/MHSRobotics.pdf  The Milton High Life Smarts team, which 
recently won a state competition and has been invited to compete in Philadelphia in April, was also 
congratulated.  
 As part of the Chairman’s report, Mr. Pavlicek brought up the Community Leaders Nomination. 
The School Committee voted to nominate Ada Rosmarin as a Community  Leader and the Copeland 
Family Foundation as an “Outstanding School Partner.”  The nominations are due March 31st. 

http://www.miltonps.org/documents/FY13BudgetPresentation.pdf
http://www.miltonps.org/documents/StartTimePres.pdf
http://www.miltonps.org/documents/FooodServices3-14-12.pdf
http://www.miltonps.org/documents/FooodServices3-14-12.pdf
http://www.miltonps.org/documents/MHSRobotics.pdf


25 Gile Road, Milton, Massachusetts 02186 

 As part of the Finance Subcommittee report, School Committee members voted to approve the 
position of Residency Coordinator to help ensure that families who do not live in Milton are prevented 
from enrolling their children as students in the Milton Public Schools.  
 There was also a vote on the position of Banner Program Coordinator. The position would be a 
stipend position with a sales incentive. The base salary would be $1,000 and the remainder would be 
4% of banners sales, with a maximum of $4,000. The committee voted 4-1 to approve this position. 
 
 March 21st: This School Committee meeting began with the introduction of three groups of 
students. First, the Milton High Life Smarts Team along with their coaches Nancy Mikels, MHS Math 
teacher and Paul Arenburg, MHS Technology teacher, was introduced and each gave an example of 
a type of question that could be asked by the judges. Next, members of the Milton High Robotics 
Team along with their coach, Marilyn Decker, K-12 Science Director, gave a demonstration of how 
their robots work. Finally, the members of the Milton High Boys’ Varsity Hockey team were introduced 
and congratulated for having made it all the way to the state finals. 
 This was followed by the NEASC presentation made by Dr. Joseph Arangio, MHS Principal, 
Brian Borde, MHS Social Studies teacher, Michelle Kreuzer, MHS Math, Business & Technology 
Department Head, Alan Cron, MHS Vice Principal, and Yolanda Beech, MHS Vice Principal. 
Together, they explained what NEASC certification means for a school, what the criteria is and how 
Milton High performed during its recent recertification. This was a very rigorous process and the 
evaluation was overall “very positive,” according to Dr. Arangio. The next step is to put the NEASC 
recommendations into action. 
 A First Grade Enrollment presentation was given by Sean Walsh, Human Resources 
Specialist. He explained how the first grade classrooms would be assigned for fall of 2012 and how a 
lottery would be held for seats in the French Immersion program. To see this presentation, click here: 
http://www.miltonps.org/documents/Gr1SCPresentation.pdf 
 The School Committee then approved a field trip for the Life Smarts team to travel to 
Philadelphia for a national competition. 
 The next School Committee meeting will be held on Wednesday, April 4th at 7 pm in the 
Milton High School Library. 

 
CURRICULUM NEWS 

 
 
 We are pleased to report that our Milton High Debate Team had an outstanding showing at the 
recent Massachusetts Forensic League State Championship Tournament in Chelmsford this past 
weekend. 
 Junior Ailsa Jeffries and sophomore Chris Dsida placed third.  This means that we can 
consider them the third best team in the state.  Only two teams from Lincoln-Sudbury placed ahead of 
them. 
 The following students participated in the State Championship: Beylul Negassi, Yaritzi Nunez, 
Isabelle Smith, Chris Ricciuti, Michael Ricciuti, Tess Deaibes, Jack Caljouw, and Cormac Conners. 
 This concludes their best season yet.  This year they had more students qualify for the State 
Championship and they participated in more national tournaments than both of our previous years. 
 With 24 students already signed-up for the Debate elective next year, and with the majority of our 
competitive debaters returning next year, we all foresee even better things next year! We could not be 
more pleased with these students and their outstanding coaches, MHS English teacher Nick 
Fitzgerald, and Nancy Warn. 
 Also, the Debate Team has been invited to co-moderate a debate at Fuller Village  on April 
14th for local town elections, along with Frank Schroth of "'My Town Matters'" 
 

* * *  

http://www.miltonps.org/documents/Gr1SCPresentation.pdf
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 The Pierce Future Problem Solvers competed at the State Bowl last month.  Both teams sat for 
two hours in the morning to read a future scene on trade barriers and develop solutions to solve their 
underlying problem.  Ultimately, both teams developed an action plan to solve an issue in the future 
scene.  In the afternoon, both teams created a skit to "sell" their action plans.  The junior team, 
Timothy Karoff, David Casaz, and Joshua Kackley, placed fourth in the written competition and 
second for their action plan presentations.  The middle school team, Carleen Mullaly, Michaela Olson, 
and Ryan Rafanan, placed second in the written competition and first place for their action plan 
presentations. Well done! 
 

* * *  
 
 We just received the names of the Pierce students who were recognized by the Cambridge 
Science Festival's 2012 Curiosity Challenge. They will be attending a reception and awards ceremony 
at the end of April. Congratulations! 
Destiny Perkins, Adriana Estevez, Jack Delaney, Ben Scott, Jillian Radley, Harry Marcus, Kate Reed, 
Mairead Danbruch, Randi Guscott, John Lenane, Clara Tennyson and Erik Lundrigan. Great job! 
 

* * *  
 
 One of our Pierce history teachers, Jonathan Turrisi, was recently informed that he was one of 
28 teachers selected from across the country to participate in a fully funded seminar on America's 
Early Wars to be held at the University of Colorado, Boulder this summer. We have been told that 
selection for this seminar was very competitive.  Great job! 
 

* * *  
 
 Our music director recently received a letter from the President of the Massachusetts Music 
Educators' Association informing us that Milton High School junior Andrew Mowe has received a 
recommendation for the All Eastern Chorus.  
  This is an enormous honor to be recommended. The recommendation is based on his very 
excellent score at the All State auditions. We will not find out if he will be accepted until next October. 
 Only 4 students in the past 30 years have made it to All Eastern!  All Eastern includes 12 
Northeastern states and the American schools in Europe. We are so proud of Andrew! 
 

* * *  
 
 Also, an update on our Pierce Geography Bee winner - sixth-grader Al Lenz recently finished 
in the top 20 at the Regional National Geographic Bee in Worcester. Nice work! 
 

* * *   
 
 Students in Grades 3, 4 & 5 completed the second Word Masters “Meet Challenge” in 
February. The Word Masters Challenge is an exercise in critical thinking that encourages students to 
become familiar with a set of interesting words (considerably harder than grade level) and challenges 
them to use those words to compete analogies expressing various kinds of logical relationships. 
There are three challenge meets per year. The last meet will take place at the end of April. Here are 
the results of the second meet: 
 Two Third Grade students won highest honors in the second Word Masters Challenge. Luke 
Baltay and Elizabeth McElhinney both earned a perfect score in the second meet. There were only 83 
students across the nation who scored at this level. Additional Third Grade students who earned 
outstanding results in the year’s second Word Master Challenge meet included Samuel Dunnington, 
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Saoirse Killion, Aislinn Mershon, Daniel Wells, Louis Timmins, Laura Braithwaite, Miles Hopkins, 
Aidan Greene, Daniel Truog, and Franklin Ollivierre.  
 Fourth Grade students who earned outstanding results in the year’s second WordMaster 
Challenge meet included Philip Synnott, Shea Flanagan, Andrew Nilsen, Anna Rull, Ryan Mazzotta, 
Edward Freking, Jake Donahoe, Allison Deegan, and William Reason. 
 Four Fifth Grade students won highest honors in the second Word Master Challenge. Eliza 
O’Donnell earned her second perfect score and Aidan Braithwaite, Veronica Harris and Chandler 
Laing earned a perfect score in the year’s second meet, held in February. In the entire country only 
224 fifth graders achieved perfect results. Other fifth graders who also achieved outstanding results in 
this meet included Matteo Mastandrea, Molly Baker, Amani Boston, Patrick Hoey, Katherine Murray, 
Katherine Kates, Audrey Pugh, John Devore, Anne Corcoran, Grace Baker, Madeline Riordan, 
Matthew Auguste, and Hannah Mitchell. 
 

Samples from Meet 2 
Grade 3: 
SPROUT : TRICKLE :: BELLOW:___________________ 
     ( a. hustle  /  b. strut  /  c. squabble  / d. swirl  /  e. murmur)  
 
Grade 4: 
DIFFICULT: ORDEAL  :: ___________________________ 
     ( a. juniper : forest  /  b. desert : oasis  /  c. cattle : heard  / d. schooner : prow  /  e. glen: gorge)  
 
Grade 5: 
BUFFOON : SOMBER :: BEHEMOTH : ______________________________ 
   ( a. elfin  /  b. husky  /  c. stalwart / d. sedate  /  e. caustic) 
   
Answers: #1 e. Murmur; #2 e. glen: gorge #3 a. Elfin 
 

* * *  
 
 As noted in my introduction above, the Spring Teacher Grant Deadline is Friday, April 27th. 
This program is designed to encourage and reward innovative teaching.  Qualified proposals must 
demonstrate a direct benefit to students and may involve an individual classroom, several classrooms 
and/or school-wide activities.  Teachers and staff members in grades pre-kindergarten through twelve 
are eligible and may apply individually or in groups.  For a listing of previously awarded grants please 
go to our website, www.miltonfoundationforeducation.org. 
 Due to the growing presence of technology in everyday life, the Milton Foundation for 
Education would like to trial fund “Support Technology.”  We hope to fund technology and 
accessories that:  support current equipment in the classroom, greatly enhance learning, and/or 
actively engage students with the lessons.  All applications for technology will be passed by the 
district’s Director of Technology in order to ensure that equipment is compatible and equitable 
throughout the district.  Large ticket items such as SmartBoards will continue to be ineligible through 
the Competitive Grant Program. 
 

* * *  
 
 Mr. Yves Cajuste is the CEO of a non-profit organization called L’institut Haitiano-Americain de 
la Francophonie (INHAF atwww.inhaf.org), the mission of which is to promote French Language and 
Francophone culture. The INHAF, supported by the French Consulate, has been producing a weekly 
French language show in Boston on CNN TV (Comcast Channel 9 and RCN Channel 15), which will 
be available on public access TV in Milton, Brockton, Malden and Randolph. The INHAF also offers 
free after-school French classes to the Haitian community in Brockton and Mattapan. 

http://www.miltonfoundationforeducation.org/
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 Mr. Cajuste is currently working on a project which will be called “Faces of Francophone 
America” in collaboration with the Centre Francophone des Amériques based in Quebec. As a part of 
this project, he produced a documentary featuring the Milton and Holliston French Immersion 
programs. 
 The INHAF and the Milton Public Schools presented the first public screening of the film on 
Saturday, March 24th This viewing was followed by a roundtable discussion on the teaching of 
French in the United States. This documentary is currently in French but English subtitles will be 
added to the final DVD version. The first part of the documentary was shown on Channel 283 on April 
1st.  
 State Representative Lynda Dorcéna Forry from the 12th Suffolk District presented an award 
from the Massachusetts House of Representatives to Superintendent Mary Gormley and Dr. Martine 
Fisher, Director of Languages, for their contribution to the French Immersion Program and World 
language instruction in the Milton schools. We will keep you updated as to future screening 
times/dates for this film. 
 

* * *  
 
 A screening committee has been formed to assist with the hiring of a new principal for Milton 
High School.  Dr. Joseph Arangio, who was hired as a one-year interim principal will be stepping 
down at the end of this school year. The committee is made up of administrators, teachers, school 
committee members, parents and guardians. The following individuals have been selected to serve 
on this committee: Superintendent Mary Gormley, Assistant Superintendent John Phelan, Collicot 
Principal Janet Sheehan, School Committee Chairman Glenn Pavlicek, Director fo Nurses & MEA 
Union President Margaret Gibbons, MHS Teacher Nick Fitzgerald, MHS Teacher Jessica Parsons, 
MHS Parent Christina Mines, MHS Parent Laura O'Dwyer and MHS Parent Beth Greenawalt. 
 Many thanks to all those who expressed an interest in serving on this very important committee.  
 

* * *  
 
 It has been a great season for our Robotics Team. Last month they competed in the 
Massachusetts FIRST (For Inspiration and Recognition of Science and Technology) Tech Challenge 
(FTC) state championship at Andover High School where the best 24 teams in the state participated. 
The Robotics Team ranked 6th after the first 30 rounds of matches. Massachusetts has 58 registered 
FTC teams. 
 Earlier in the season they won an award for playing in the final match, Final Alliance Award, in 
the state qualifiers at Arlington High School. 
 The challenge this year was called “Bowled Over” and required building a robot that could 
perform various tasks including tipping over crates, pilling up crates, picking up racquet balls and 
feeding them into a crate, lifting crates, parking a bowling ball on a ramp and platform, etc. The 
students learned to build the robot using Tetrix® parts, improve it after trials, setup the wireless 
communication needed to operate the robot remotely, program the robot using LabView®, work as a 
team, etc. 
 

* * *  
 

 
 
 
 

Below is an update from Sean Walsh, Human Resources Specialist regarding Kindergarten and 
Grade One assignments: 
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Grade 1: At this time all current Milton Public Schools Kindergarteners have been assigned a school 
and program for Grade 1.  This week the Administration will begin the process of assigning student 
who will be new to the district for Grade 1.   
 
Kindergarten: Reminder that the deadline to register for Kindergarten is April 30th.  School 
assignments will be made for all students who have completed their registration by this date. 
 Students who register after this date will be assigned to the remaining seats open across the district. 

 
* * *  

 
Barbara Perry and Chase Eschauzier submitted the following item on Milton Summer Enrichment 

program:  
 
 Milton Summer Enrichment will be held this summer from Monday, June 25th –Friday, July 
27th at the Milton High School Complex. The program includes children from grades Pre-K thru 12.  
 The Course Booklet will be emailed to all Milton families the week of April 20th and will be 
posted on the Milton School Website www.miltonps.org.   On-line registration will begin Monday April 
23rd. There will be no mail-in registrations this year. On Wednesday May 9th from 7 to 9 pm at 
Milton High School there will be a walk-in online registration.  Staff will be available for those needing 
assistance in registering.    
 We will be offering many exciting academic and enrichment classes such as Math, English, 
French, Spanish, Reading and Science, along with Hip Hop Dance, Animals around the World, 
Weight Training for middle school students, Computer Whiz, Sports Plus, Tennis, Cooking, and 
Sewing. 
 Classes fill up fast and are limited in size. We urge you to register early using the online 
procedure.  Save the date June 25th-July 27th.  We look forward to seeing you again at our 2012 
Milton Summer Enrichment Program!  
     

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

 We are pleased to announce an exciting collaboration between the Milton Public Schools and 
our town’s 350 Anniversary Committee -- The Student’s View of 350 Years of Milton!    
 The evening will be a presentation of student work from each grade level across all six Milton 
Public Schools. Students have been working all year on projects ranging from research of the Bakers’ 
Chocolate Factory in Grade 3, to a Patchwork Quilt in Grade 5 to a video produced by Milton High 
School students. 
 There will be a reception to view student work with light appetizers and music followed by a 
one hour event with music, student presentations and a special guest speaker. 
 We invite one and all to attend our tribute to the 350th Birthday of the Town of Milton: The 
Student’s View of 350 Years of Milton on Wednesday, April 11th at the Milton High School 
Winchester Auditorium at 6:00pm. 
  

* * *  
 
 Do you have a student attending the Milton High Prom? If so, let them know about the Prom 
Kick-off Party being held at the Milton Hoosic Club on Wednesday, April 11th from 7 to 9 pm. The 
first 100 attendees will be given a pair of flip-flops and everyone will have a chance to win free 
manicures, hairdressing appointments and other prom-night bling. In addition, we expect to have 
more than 100 dresses available for girls to try on and borrow for the big night.  
 This event is for any Milton High student and is sponsored by B Boutique, BeDazzled, Body 
Benefits, Mellie Hair Salon, Milton Teens in Need Committee, Milton Hoosic Club and Montilio’s 
Pastry Shop. 

http://www.miltonps.org/
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* * *  

 
 The Milton Public Library will be featuring the work of one of our own art teachers, Patricia 
Sampson. Ms. Sampson, a plein air painter will share her love of art and the outdoors through her 
local and urban landscapes and seascapes at the Wotiz Gallery at the Milton Library.  
 Come meet Ms. Sampson at her exhibit reception on Thursday, April 12th from 6 to 8 pm. 
 

* * *  
  
 Joani Geltman, an expert in the field of Child Development and parenting will be speaking here 
in Milton on Wednesday, May 9th at 7 pm in the Pierce Auditorium.  
 Ms. Geltman has been working with parents, children, universities, schools, and private and 
public companies for over 30 years. Ms Geltman has developed a course especially designed for 
parents on understanding their child's cognitive and emotional and social development.  
 Ms Geltman is on the Faculty of both Lesley University and Curry College, teaching both 
graduate and undergraduate level courses for those training in the fields of education, psychology 
and nursing. These courses include Child and Adolescent Psychology, Human Growth and 
Development, and Psychology of Family Life.  Additionally, she provides consultation and training to 
public school teachers helping them to develop successful strategies for motivating students and 
managing behavior, by providing them with a developmental framework. Please visit the link below for 
information about Joani Geltman. 

http://www.joanigeltman.com/about.html  
 

* * *  
 
 Dr. Chris Rogers Professor, Department of Mechanical Engineering Director, Center for 
Engineering Education and Outreach Tufts University will be conducting a workshop at Milton High 
School on May 16th for students who are interested in robotics and engineering.  
 During the workshop students will be doing two different activities - the first will look at 
promoting creativity and coming up with unique solutions; the other will be to make a LEGO musical 
instrument by coupling the NXT and GarageBand.  The session will end with some example movies 
of what other students around the world have built with the NXT.  
 Following the workshop, students from Pierce and other schools in the area will be invited to 
attend a scrimmage on the Milton High School robotics field. 
 

* * *  
 
 Elementary school parents/guardians should take note that the Milton High Robotics team will 
offer workshops for 4th and 5th graders from June 18-21st at Milton High School from 9 am to noon. 
The cost will be $100, with all proceeds going to the Milton High School Robotics Team. 
 The class is an introduction to building and programming robots using the LEGO Mindstorms 
NXT Robotics System. Students will practice construction and programming with the NXT intelligent 
brick with servo style motors and ultrasonic sensors. In pairs, students build robots and program them 
with a computer to move, react, and make sounds in order to solve challenges.  
 This class is good practice for kids interested in robotics competitions such as FIRST LEGO 
League.  Contact Marilyn Decker at mdecker@miltonps.org  for more information. 
 

PAC/SPECIAL ED NEWS 
 

 The Milton PAC will be hosting a Pre-School Roundtable on Thursday, April 26th at 7 pm in 
the Pierce Middle School Library. 

http://www.joanigeltman.com/about.html
mailto:mdecker@miltonps.org


25 Gile Road, Milton, Massachusetts 02186 

 Meetings are planned in collaboration with Milton Public School administration so parents can 
learn about special education programs and services at each level and get their questions answered. 

 
MILTON’S 350th ANNIVERSARY 

 
 As mentioned above, we invite one and all to attend our tribute to the 350th Birthday of the 
Town of Milton: The Student’s View of 350 Years of Milton on Wednesday, April 11th at the Milton 
High School Charles Winchester Auditorium at 6:00pm. 
 

* * *  
 
  
 The award-winning Milton High School Orchestra will present an afternoon of popular music at 
the Brush Hill Road campus of Fuller Village on Thursday, April 12th at 3 pm. Under the 
expert direction of Dr. Noreen Diamond Burdett, this 40-piece orchestra will perform 20th century 
favorites from Top 40, Broadway, the American Songbook and more. The free concert is sponsored 
by the Milton Rotary Club.  
 

* * *  
 
 It’s our own version of a throw-back game!  On Sunday, April 15th at 2pm at the Curry 
College baseball diamond we will sponsor a Baseball Classic. The Milton High School baseball team 
will take on the team from Milton Academy in a classic game in honor of the Town of Milton 350th 
Anniversary Celebration. 
  These two teams last met for this purpose in 1962 for the 300th Anniversary of the Town. 
Final score: Milton High 6 - Milton Academy 4. In 1912, the teams battled for the 250th Anniversary 
trophy with the prize going to Milton Academy. Final score: Milton Academy 7 - Milton High 5, in 10 
innings.  
 It is hoped that many citizens, baseball fans and especially alumni of these two schools will 
turn out for this historic contest. This year the Milton 350th Anniversary trophy will be presented to the 
winning team following the game. 
 

For more information on events and planning for the 350th, please visit our website:   
http://www.milton350thanniversary.org/events-apr.html 

 
GRANT/FUNDRAISING NEWS 

 
 Doing some spring cleaning? Hang onto those formal gowns! Students at Milton High are 
conducting a Prom Dress Drive. They are collecting clean, gently used Prom Dresses, Bridesmaid 
Dresses, Dress Pumps & Sandals, Bling and Wraps. 
  The collection will take place from March 25th – April 10th. Drop off locations are at Milton 
High School, 25 Gile Road; Pierce Middle School, 451 Central Avenue; Glover School, 255 Canton 
Avenue; Tucker School, 187 Blue Hills Parkway; Cunningham School, 44 Edge Hill Road; Collicot 
School, 80 Edge Hill Road, or email Ritie Muse at rmuse@miltonps.org  to schedule a pick-up at your 
home.  
 

* * *  
 
 There is a wonderful advertising opportunity for our local businesses up at Milton High School.  
We are offering many different size advertising banners in The Copeland Field House, Brooks Field 
and Milton High School’s parking lots. 

http://www.milton350thanniversary.org/events-apr.html
http://portal.miltonps.org/imp/compose.php?to=rmuse%40miltonps.org&thismailbox=INBOX.Sent


25 Gile Road, Milton, Massachusetts 02186 

 These banners are seen by thousands each year as the facilities are used year round for both 
school and community events.  
 If you are a local business owner or know a business owner who may be interested, please 
inquire about this special offering.  Advertising is very expensive and this is an inexpensive way to 
promote your business and support your local athletes at the same time.  For more information, 
please call Karen DeLuca at 617-429-9504 or email her at kdeluca@miltonps.org. 
  

* * *  
 
  Another unique opportunity has come about for members of the Milton Public School 
community. Milton High recently received approval to place new granite signs at both entrances to the 
school this spring. 
  Town of Milton officials recently approved a plan that would replace the current plywood signs 
with engraved granite stones quarried from the Milton-Quincy quarries over 150 years ago. Stones 
have been carefully selected and weigh a few tons each. Our Milton High logo, the ‘Wildcat Paw’, will 
be engraved on each stone and painted red to match our school color. No public funding is being 
used.  
 The project team is currently seeking donors to fund the project. The Milton High Class of 1956 
has already donated $900. The Milton High Class of 2007 has donated another $700. Other Milton 
High classes are welcome to participate.  
 A donation in honor of a Milton High graduate is a great way to ‘give back’ to your favorite high 
school. Memorial donations will also be accepted. An elegant plaque noting those who donated will 
be displayed inside the school. Five donation levels are recommended but any donation will be 
accepted: 

‘Student Sponsor’ ($20) (great idea to honor a graduating senior!) 
‘Individual Sponsor’ ($40) 

‘Silver Sponsor’ ($75) 
‘Gold Sponsor’ ($100) 

‘Founding Sponsor’ ($500 or more)  
 Please consider making a donation to a great cause that will last a lifetime. Engraved granite 
signs this size cost many thousands of dollars. Checks should be made out to “MHS Granite Signage 
c/o David Taugher” and mailed directly to the high school business office at 25 Gile Road. Special 
thanks goes to Terry Driscoll and  Anthony Musto for their assistance in making beautiful granite 
signage at Milton High School possible. 
  

* * *  
 
 Golfers and non-golfers are all welcome to join the Collicot folks for their Spring Fling to help 
reach their goal of outfitting every classroom at Collicot with a SMART Board! 
 The event will be held on Friday, May 11th at 4 pm (for golfers) and 6:30 pm (for non-golfers) 
at the View at Presidents Golf Course. The evening will include door prizes, basket raffles, the 
chance to win a special night in Boston, light dinner fare and live music by Irish band The Green 
Rovers!         
 "The SMART Board provides teachers with endless resources to differentiate instruction and 
spark excitement. It has become an integral part of our daily routines and continues to inspire our 
classroom culture every day,” said Sarah Rothenberg, Collicot Kindergarten teacher. 
  Tickets are $40 per person and will go on sale beginning April 5th. If you would like to golf, the 
cost is an additional $35.00.  We have a limited number of spots available for golf – contact Susan at 
ssutliff@globe.com to schedule your tee time.  Each golfer will be entered into their own separate 
raffle to win a brand new wedge courtesy of the pro shop at Presidents. And whether you golf or not, 
try your hand at the 50/50 putting contest!! Stay tuned for more details! 
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* * *  
 For those of you who have enjoyed our annual springtime Faculty Talent Show at Milton High 
School, we have good news and bad news. The bad news is that we will not be holding the show this 
year. The good news is that we have decided to make this a biennial event so the show will be held 
next year. With all that extra practice time, it will be sure to be one of the best shows ever! 

 
NEWS AROUND TOWN 

 
Please see the item below from Robin M. Tagliaferri, Executive Director at the Forbes House 

Museum:  
 
 The staff and members of the FHM Lincoln Committee are pleased to announce the winners of 
the 2012 Lincoln Essay & Drawing Contest. We received a record number of submissions this year: 
735 essays and 649 drawings! We thank teachers and administrators for their enthusiasm and 
support of the contest! Mary Bowditch Forbes (1878- 1962) would be proud! We are honored by your 
participation. 
 The Lincoln Essay & Drawing Contest Awards ceremony will take place at Forbes House 
Museum on Sunday, 15 April 2012 at 2pm! All are invited. 
The Milton Public School winners are: Kindergarten: 2nd Place: Sean Finn, Collicot. 
First Grade: 1st Place: Mia Gilmore, Glover School, 2nd Place: Sampreeti Fitton, Glover School 3rd 
Place: Brandy Vrettas, Glover School.  Honorable Mention: Meghan Riordan, Glover School. Second 
Grade 3rd Place: Rachel Steinberg, Collicot Elementary. Honorable mention: Luke Shield, Tucker 
Elementary. Third Grade: 
1st Place: Saoirse Killion, Collicot Elementary 2nd Place: Maureen Lang, Collicot Elementary 3rd 
Place: Michael, Mullally, Collicott Elementary Honorable Mention: Keira Lydon, Collicott Elementary 
Honorable Mention: Jack Roche, Collicott Elementary. Fourth Grade: 2nd Place: Caitlin Caufield, 
Glover School. 3rd Place: Bobby Carew, Glover School. Fifth Grade: 1st Place: Ryan Najarian, 
Tucker Elementary 2nd Place: Aidan Carroll, Glover Elementary. 6th Grade: 3rd Place: Adrienne 
Victoria Popa, Pierce Middle School. Great job to all our student winners, along with their 
parents/guardians and teachers! 
 

* * *  
 
 For a complete listing of programs offered by the Town of Milton Parks and Recreation 
Department, including Spring Tennis lessons, please click here: 
http://www.townofmilton.org/Public_Documents/F0000FCED/Sports%20Programs 
 

* * *  
 
 A big thank you to everyone who participated this year to donate monies for Daffodil Days and 
the American Cancer Society. This year we raised over $400 -- our best yet. See you next year! 
Caroline A. Kinsella, RN, BSN. 
 

* * *  
  
 The Best Buddies prom was a whopping success! Best Buddies Massachusetts held its 
second annual formal this past weekend at Milton High School. This formal provides an opportunity 
for students with intellectual disabilities, along with their Best Buddies, to dance the night 
away. Students from all over the state came to our Copeland Field House to dance and celebrate 
friendship.  Miss Massachusetts Teen USA was on hand for this event, as were many of our own 
Milton High students from our Best Buddies chapter. We appreciate everyone who helped out with 
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this wonderful event, including our custodians, who helped to make the Field House shine before, 
during and after the event!  
  

 * * *  
 
 The Milton Public Library has plenty of events scheduled for school vacation week including a 
children’s concert, “Bubble Trouble,” and storytelling. Please visit this link for more information about 
library events: 
http://www.eventkeeper.com/code/events.cfm?curOrg=MILTONPL&curKey1=Children%27s%20Progr
ams&setRef=new 
 They are also offering several programs for teens including the following: 
On Tuesday, April 17th from 2:30-3:30pm students in grades 6-12 are invited to join the Teen 
Services department of the Milton Public Library as we celebrate National Poetry Month and school 
vacation week with a poetry-themed craft! Using recycled library materials, permanent markers, and 
the power of subtraction, students will make blackout poems. See http://newspaperblackout.com/ for 
some beautiful examples. 
 Calling all teen anime and manga fans! Do you love Pocky, the Japanese 
snack? On Monday, April 23rd, from 6-7:30 pm join the Milton Public Library’s Anime & Manga club 
to make your own Pocky. Then enjoy your handcrafted creation while we watch some anime and chat 
about all things manga. Please register on the library’s website (http://miltonlibrary.org/teen.asp). 
Manga fans in grades 6-12 only please. Contact Emily Calkins, Young Adult Librarian, at 
ecalkins@ocln.org or  (617) 698-5757 with questions. 

 
ART NEWS 

 
 Artspace Milton has some new offerings! ARTSPACE MILTON SUMMER ARTS & CRAFTS 
CAMP.  ARTSPACE Milton will be back @ Milton High School this summer offering our Arts and 
Crafts Summer Camp. 
 Janet Gilmore and Karen Hainline are offering 4 fun filled weeks in July, Bookin' It, What's Up 
@ The Museum, Green Art , and Pix & Flix© sign up for one week or all four!  "PRE K ARTIST @ 
WORK" Thursdays April 5th - May 31st, 1:30-2:30 for ages 3.5-5 at the Milton Public Library. 
 For more information contact us at ARTSPACE02186@GMAIL.com or visit us at 
ARTSPACEMILTON.com & on Facebook. 
 

* * *  
 

 Spring is here!  Join the folks at the MAC for Classes, Workshops, Parties and More! Visit 
www.miltonartcenter.org for additional classes and summer camp sessions. 
Spring Classes for Adults include photography, quilting and still life painting. It's not too late to 
register! 

 
ATHLETICS 

 
 Representatives from the Milton High Boys’ Hockey Team were honored at a recent School 
Committee meeting. The Wildcats pulled off solid wins throughout the regular season and tournament 
to earn the team’s first appearance in the MIAA Division 1 championship game and a chance to play 
on the ice at TD Garden in Boston. 
 
 We are very proud of their effort. Great season! 
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 In addition, please help me to congratulate the following student athletes who were selected to 
Bay State Conference All Conference teams: Boys Hockey - Dan Curran, Paul Curran (also Herget 
Division MVP), Jay Hankard, Brian Higgins.  Girls Hockey - Erin Carmody.  Girls Basketball - 
Samantha Curley.  Boys Basketball - Juwan Gooding.  Girls Track - Molly Dempsey. The following 
students were named to Patriot Ledger All Scholastic teams: Boys Hockey - Dan Curran, Paul 
Curran, Brian Higgins, Terrence Walsh.  Girls Track - Molly Dempsey, Adrianna Higgins. Paul Curran 
was also named to the Boston Globe and Boston Herald All Scholastic Hockey Teams. 
 

* * *  
 
 A Girls Lacrosse Clinic will be held on April 7th and 28th and May 5th for any girl in Grades 
1-8 interested in playing lacrosse. Coach and players will work with the girls on improving skills as 
well as introducing the game to girls who have never played. 
This event is held by the Milton High School Varsity Girls Lacrosse Coach (Caitlyn Finn) and Milton 
High School Varsity Girls Lacrosse Players. It will be from 9:30 to 11am and the cost is $30 for three 
sessions. This is a fundraiser for the girls high school program. Family discounts will apply. Thank 
you!  
 Registration online at www.miltonlacrosse.org  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AMBASSADOR PAGE 
 

As part of our E-blast, we highlight students, teachers and members of the community whose hard 
work deserves recognition. Please read about some of their outstanding accomplishments below: 

 
 
Student: I’d like to recognize Emily Possi, a Pierce seventh-grader who recently competed in the 
Scripps National Spelling Bee’s regional competition. Emily qualified for this event by winning the 
Pierce school-wide spelling bee. She won the Pierce contest by spelling the word “rhododendron,” 
and earned her spot at the regional finals. She placed sixth at this very competitive event and we are 
all very proud!  Great job Emily! 
  
Faculty/Staff:  Congratulations to Stephanie Sherman, one of our Pierce art teachers who won The 
Artist's Magazine's 2012 All Media Art Competition.  Her painting/self-portrait will be featured (soon) 
on the website:  www.artistsnetwork.com  It is a great for her students to see that she thrives as an 
artist at an extraordinary level AND is a very dedicated, creative, successful teacher at the same time. 
 
Volunteers: It has been a great season for our Milton High Robotics Team. While I have recognized 
the students and their wonderful coach Marilyn Decker, I would like to take the time to thank our 
Robotics Team volunteers: Edith Enyedy, Jose Ramos, David Gallagher, Allan Neville and Mark 
Woodward. We are grateful for your help! 
 

The Milton Public School system is an equal opportunity employer and is committed to the provision of quality educational programs for all students. The 

Milton Public School system does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, sex, religion, national origin, disability, genetic information, age or sexual orientation. 
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