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To:  Faculty, Staff, Parents and Guardians of Milton Public Schools 
From:  Mary Gormley, Superintendent 
Re:  E-Blast Newsletter 
Date:  Wednesday, September 21, 2011 
 
From the Desk of the Superintendent: 
 
 I have interrupted the regular E-blast schedule to share some wonderful news with the Milton Public 
Schools community.   
 MCAS scores were released yesterday, and the great news for Milton is that three of our elementary 
schools, Glover, Tucker and Collicot have been commended by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. These 
three schools are among only 127 of the schools that have been recognized across the state.  
 Collicot and Tucker were recognized for high growth, while Glover has been recognized for narrowing 
proficiency gaps and exiting the 2010 No Child Left Behind accountability status.  In addition, all of the 
subgroups and the aggregate made Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) in all of our elementary schools and at 
Milton High School.  The subgroups at Pierce Middle School did not make AYP, but the school did make AYP in 
the aggregate.  This all adds up to a great student achievement story for the Milton Public Schools! I am sure 
that you join me in congratulating our students, teachers, staff and administrators. 
 A comprehensive overview of the 2011 MCAS data will be presented at the next School Committee 
meeting, scheduled for Wednesday, September 28th at 7 pm in the Milton High School library.  Parents and 
guardians will receive their child’s individual MCAS scores in the mail from the Milton Public Schools in 
October. – Mary C. Gormley.  
 

CURRICULUM NEWS 
 

 We are looking for a few good legal professionals! Our Pierce 8th graders and our Milton High School 
students will be participating in Mock Trial programs. Please read more about this fantastic opportunity below: 
  
 We are fortunate to have Pierce teachers Ellen Gehret and Dave Querzoli advising the Pierce Mock Trial 
Club this year.  However, we are still in need of parents with law experience to help out. 
 Last year, Deb Tracy and her colleagues were a great help to the Pierce Mock Trial Club and we are 
hoping to be equally fortunate this year with our legal volunteers.  Ideally, we are looking for two or three 
parents to come to Pierce after school and provide feedback on casework and help students to practice for 
arguments and questioning.  Parent volunteers would be asked to attend meetings, help students develop the 
case work, provide feedback on opening and closing arguments and help to direct questioning and cross 
examinations. 
 If you are interested in volunteering at Pierce, please contact David Querzoli at dquerzoli@miltonps.org  
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 After a great success last year in its inaugural year, the Milton High School Mock Trial program is off to 
a great start again this year. The Milton High School Humanities department is now offering Law and 
Government in grades 9-12, a new full-year elective course.  The students taking this course, in addition to 
learning about the establishment and organization of the United States government, will take an in-depth and 
hands-on approach to learning about the US legal system by participating in the Mock Trial program as part of 
their course work.  These students will participate in the Massachusetts Mock Trial Competitions beginning in 
January. 
 Special thanks should be extended to attorney Deb Tracy, parent and attorney Maura Richards, and 
parent and attorney Michael Mahoney, who all helped our Mock Trial program get on its feet last year with 
their experiences practicing law.  If you have any experience with practicing law and you would like to 
volunteer to help with the Milton High Mock Trial Program in any way this year, we would appreciate the help.  
Volunteers would be needed from approximately 1:30 to 3:30 pm on some weekdays.  They would be asked to 
help with writing opening and closing statements, teaching direct and cross examinations, practicing leading vs. 
non-leading questions, reviewing affidavits and evidence, and reviewing other courtroom procedures with 
students. If interested, please contact Milton High School teacher Mike Matisoff at mmatisoff@miltonps.org 
 

HEALTH ADVISORY 
 

The following item was forwarded to us by Michael Blanchard, Health Director for the Town of Milton Board 
of Health.  

 
 The Massachusetts Department of Public Health (MDPH) announced yesterday that West Nile virus 
(WNV) has been detected in mosquitoes collected from Milton. To date, over 250 mosquito samples have tested 
positive for WNV in Massachusetts this year.  This includes mosquitoes found in the surrounding communities 
of Boston, Dedham, Norwood, Quincy, Randolph, Westwood, and Weymouth.  Please view the Press Release 
from Director Blanchard at http://www.miltonps.org/documents/WNV.pdf. 


