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Summer reading at the elementary level is important for everyone! It helps foster a lifelong love 

of reading and helps students maintain the gains in reading comprehension they have made 

during the school year. We know from research that sometimes students do not spend a lot of 

time in the summer reading because they are busy with other activities. Lack of reading can 

contribute to “summer reading slide.” Children who have limited access to books experience a 

slide in their literacy skills over the summer. Numerous studies indicate that an achievement gap 

in reading develops and widens during summer vacation. Access to books and voluntary reading 

each play a critical role in promoting reading achievement outside of school, especially during 

the summer months. 

 

Our approach to summer reading at the elementary level is to ask that students READ EVERY 

DAY. This year across the district we have done a lot of work in classrooms to help students 

learn how to choose “just right” books. We ask that you as parents support your children in 

choosing “just right books” throughout the summer that will promote the enjoyment of reading.  

In addition, students this year do not need to complete any kind of written assignment about 

their books during the summer months. Instead, we are asking that students be prepared to 

discuss, illustrate, or write about one of the books they read during the first weeks of school. This 

represents a more authentic response to reading. We will ask that you fill a child/parent/guardian 

book log (posted as well) which will be collected by your child’s teacher in September. We hope 

that each child will read every day. This means reading independently, reading with a grown-up 

or sibling, listening to books or any combination of these. What we know is that the more 

children read and keep their eyes on print over the summer the less apt they are to lose the 

ground they have gained over the course of the school year. 

 

Here are some specific ways you can support summer reading habits with your child: 

 ask your children to reread the texts they are reading to increase their fluency 

 talk with them about what they’re thinking when they are reading 

 take time to read together- you read a page----they read a page 

 visit the library on a regular basis and participate in the activities they offer including the 

Summer Reading Club (see below) 

 encourage your children to choose books they want to read and are motivated to read   

 engage in conversations about what characters are doing, saying, and thinking 

 let your children see YOU reading 

                 

In short, READ, READ, READ!!!!! 



 

Here are a couple of websites to peruse if you are looking for book suggestions. 

 

 A Book and a Hug: http://www.abookandahug.com/ 
 

 Hennepin County Library http://www.hclib.org/kids/books/ Very current book database 

grouped by genre. 
 

 Bookwink http://www.bookwink.com/  

The latest video book-talks for ages 8-14. 

 

We encourage students to participate in the Milton Public Library’s Summer Reading Program; 

Fizz, Boom, Read.  The librarians have some wonderful suggestions for great summer reads, so 

be sure to pop on in and see them! The following link has all the information you will need as 

well as additional resources for finding books. Please note you may use MPL’s online feature to 

record summer reading in lieu of the MPS book log, just print it out at the end of the summer.  

 

http://www.miltonlibrary.org/childrens_summer.asp 

 

Thank you in advance for your help and support in what we hope will be an exciting summer 

reading experience for your children. 

 

Happy Reading! 

Holly Concannon, Amy Gale & Stephanie Nephew 

Elementary Curriculum Coordinators 
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