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From the Office of the Superintendent 
 

Congratulations Wildcats!  Our Milton High School Boys Basketball team won the MIAA Massachusetts 

Division 2 State Finals this past Saturday at the DCU Center in Worcester.  The Wildcats had a fantastic 

season – winning their third consecutive Bay State Conference Herget Division title, with a 16-4 record.  In the 

post-season, they prevailed over Catholic Memorial at UMass/Boston, against Woburn at the TD BankNorth 

Garden, and against Hoosac Valley High School in the finals.  

This team has been led by their All-League coach Sean LoPresti, assistant coach Billy Donovan and 

senior All-League guards Tim Potts and Marcus McDermott. Marcus McDermott was also named the Herget 

Division MVP. 

Thank you to our students, teachers, staff, parents and citizens who took such pride in this very talented 

and special team of young men and coaches and supported them at every game.  You all will get another 

chance to see the highlights of the season as the team will be featured on Channel 5’s High Five this Friday 

night.  

 I am sure that you join me in extending very special congratulations to our team and coaches. – Mary 

Gormley 

 

2009 Massachusetts Division 2 Boys Basketball Champions 

Milton High School 

 

Coleman Durgin  Joe Renehan 
Cody Clark   Rene Castro 
Marshall Kennedy  Owen Flanagan 
Marcus McDermott  Nasara Hassan 
Tom Ranton   DJ Santos 
Gabe Blanchette  Ben St. Gerard 
Tim Potts   Emanuel Hutcherson 
Tom Carten 

Coach Sean LoPresti 
Assistant Coach Bill Donovan 
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Curriculum Info 
 
I wanted to highlight three fantastic programs that have made an enormous difference in the lives of hundreds of 
students in the Milton Public Schools. Our Saturday morning programs are funded by three different sources, 
with three different missions, but all of them are outstanding examples of the innovation and dedication of our 
school community.  
 Tucker Elementary School:  The PALS program (Play and Learning on Saturdays) is a three-hour 
morning class that runs for 10 weeks from January to April. The classes focus on reading/language arts, math, 
along with alternating sessions of art and physical education. Students who are in need of improvement are 
invited to participate in this program, which currently serves 92 students. Funding for PALS is provided by 
federal Title I funds.   
 The Pierce Middle School is also offering Saturday morning classes for those students whose MCAS 
scores show a need for specialized instruction.  This is a nine-week course which enrolls 69 students taught by 8 
teachers, along with an administrator. Students participate in writing workshops, math problems, and also are 
given an opportunity to have a bit of fun during a physical education segment. This middle school program is 
funded by a grant from the Copeland Family Foundation.  
 Finally, Milton High School offers its own Saturday instruction session. This program targets students 
who have failed a portion of the MCAS exams in language arts, math or biology. Because a passing grade on 
the MCAS is required for graduation, identifying and supporting these students is critical. This program is one 
of the ways our schools are working to allow all students the opportunity to succeed.   The program is funded 
through a state grant.  

* * *  
 Future Problem Solvers:  A hearty congratulations to our elementary school students who 
participate in Future Problem Solvers Clubs. We recently got word that three of our teams have made it to the 
State Bowl, to be held at M.I.T. later this month. Two teams from Glover, coached by librarian Lori Henry, and 
a combined Cunningham/Collicot team, coached by librarian Terry Deutsch, scored exceptionally well in the 
regional competition and are looking forward to competing in the State Bowl.  

* * *  
 Community Outreach:  Recently, our high school students enrolled in Foods III invited Pat 
Brawley Morise, co-director of the Milton Community Food Pantry to their class. She came to speak to the 
students about our local food pantry, and how the need for this resource has grown even greater. Inspired by her 
visit, the students in this class began a project where they baked multiple batches of heart-shaped sugar cookies 
and sold them at lunches leading up to Valentine’s Day. These students raised a total of $230, which they have 
donated to the Milton Community Food Pantry. The project was such a success and the students – along with 
their teacher, Elaine Lovett -- were so pleased with their results, they plan to involve students from Foods I and 
Foods II in future baking projects to benefit the pantry.  What a wonderful example of our students working 
together to benefit our community!  

 * * *  
 Milton Summer Enrichment: For those of you who are interested in the Milton Summer 
Enrichment program, the brochure has been posted to our website. Please check it out – there are many new 
and exciting courses being offered this summer. Walk-in Registration Days will be May 19th  and June 9th.  
There is a link to Milton Summer Enrichment from the MPS main page: www.miltonps.org. 

 
 * * *  

 High School Guidance:   Parents of High School students, take note: the MHS Guidance 
Department will present Higher Education Night for junior students and their parents on Thursday, March 26, 
2009 at 7:00 p.m. in the auditorium at Milton High School. The high school counselors will provide a brief 
overview of the college admission process along with important dates and deadlines.  Mr. Brian Murphy, Dean 
of Admissions and Enrollment at Stonehill College, will be the featured speaker.  Parents of younger students 
are also invited to attend.  Please mark you calendars and plan to attend this important evening.    
 Juniors at Milton High School will also have an opportunity to attend a college fair in the Copeland 
Field House on Thursday, April 30th, at 8:45 A.M. to compliment their planning efforts, and parents are also 
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invited to attend.  The spring college fair is being introduced for the first time this year to meet the needs of 
students as they begin the college application cycle.  For more information, please contact the Guidance 
Department at 617.696.4470 x5533. 

*** 
 March 20

th
 Professional Development Day: The Milton Public School system will have its 

fourth and final full day of Professional Development for staff on Friday, March 20th.  As always, there is no 
school for students on this day.  All teachers will be involved in an enriching day of professional development.   
 
 

School Committee Updates 
 

Our next meeting will be Wednesday, March 18
th
  at 7 p.m. in the Milton High School library. Below is a 

review of the two meetings that have taken place since my last E-blast. 

 

 February 24, 2009 
 This meeting began with Citizen Speak, during which several parents spoke eloquently about the need to 
preserve arts education in the schools, particularly at the elementary level. 
  The meeting then moved to the Superintendent’s Report, where I recognized the accomplishments of 
our music students and their teachers. Fourteen students from MHS and Pierce were selected by audition to 
perform in the Junior Festival at Lincoln-Sudbury Regional High School.  The MHS students are:  Laura Hess, 
Leah Hainline, Adam Hanna, Talia Nutting, Amelie Carpenter, Brendan Hayward, Nancy Killoran, and 
Rebecca Liberman.  The Pierce students are: Rebecca Simms, Jen Gemma, Anna Folcarelli, Kali Guise and 
Eliza Trickett. In addition, we were recently informed that three students from MHS were selected by audition 
to perform in the Massachusetts All State Music Festival at the Seaport Hotel and Symphony Hall.  They are 
Marline Alexis, Elaine Daiber and Charlie Rosmarin. Congratulations to these students and their teachers, Dr. 
Noreen Diamond Burdett, Gary Good and Rebecca Damiani. 
 Next, we heard updates from Martha Sherman, Scott Devlin and Dr. Karen Spaulding about their 
schools’ respective Saturday courses. (See the “Curriculum” section for more detail.) 
 We also discussed Milton High School’s successful winter season for our athletic program. Please see 
below under the heading “Athletics” to read about our incredible teams and their most recent season.  
 The Finance Subcommittee made its report, with the news that Town Meeting voted on Feb. 23 to 
decrease our current school budget by $133,000. Ms. Kelly detailed the required cuts to meet this shortfall and 
urged the public to watch upcoming meetings of the selectmen and the warrant committees.  Minutes from the 
most recent warrant committee meetings can be found at:   
http://www.townofmilton.org/Public_Documents/MiltonMA_WarrMin/I0235E3EB 
 There was also some discussion of the federal stimulus plan and what type of funds from that plan might 
come to the Milton Public Schools. Though it is too early to know specifics, school committee members 
expressed hope that some of these federal dollars would assist cities and towns’ school budgets. 
 A School Building Report was presented, with information on the new fences and railings at 
Cunningham, Collicot and Pierce Middle School. A series of photographs taken of the 1909 wing (the former 
Milton High School) before its demolition was discussed. These photos of some of the architectural details of 
the building are being prepared and will be displayed in the front lobby of Milton High School and the 
auditorium lobby of Pierce Middle School. 
 

March 3, 2009 

 Some of the students from the Future Problem Solvers came to our meeting and received a warm round 
of applause, along with their coaches, Terry Deutsch and Lori Henry.  
 Following their presentation, the School Committee was presented with information about the current 
position of Assistant Superintendent for Business. As many of you know, Paul Hilton will be leaving this 
position in Milton to become the Executive Director of the Cape Cod Collaborative. The school committee 
agreed to post this position in draft form, with the new title, School Business Administrator, in order to begin 
the search as soon as possible.  
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 Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum & Personnel John Phelan updated the committee on the work 
being done to ensure that residency requirements are being adhered to in our schools. He reported that during 
the current school year, 121 families have been investigated as to their residency status. Of that number, 81 
cases are still open, and 22 of those cases have resulted in students being removed from the Milton Public 
Schools for failing to comply with residency requirements. 
 We also discussed the preparation of the school calendar for 2009-2010, which will be presented at the 
next school committee meeting. Due to snow days, our last day of school for the current school year will be 
Thursday, June 18, 2009.  
 The Finance Subcommittee presented a report on the current financial situation in our schools, including 
the recent mid-year cuts required by the Governor’s Office. School Committee members voted to submit a 
request to the Warrant Committee for $22,869 to cover out-of-district SPED costs. An update on this year’s 
budget will be given at the next school committee meeting. Also, the committee voted to approve MASBO 
(Mass. Assoc. of School Business Officials) to review the operations of the MPS business office and make 
recommendations.  
 Finally, it was announced that the principal of Tucker Elementary School, Drew Echelson, has 
announced he will be leaving the Milton Public Schools. Mr. Echelson has been accepted to the highly selective 
Urban Superintendent’s Doctoral Program at Harvard University. I am very proud of Drew Echelson and wish 
him only the best in the next chapter of his career. Tucker parents, teachers, students and our entire school 
system has benefited immeasurably from having his input and stellar leadership. He will be missed. 

 

Budget Information 
Below is an update of the Milton Public Schools FY09-10 Budget submitted by Paul Hilton, Assistant 
Superintendent for Business. 
 

The fiscal situation for the Town of Milton and the Milton Public Schools continues to be assessed. The 
recession in the national (and local) economy has had a significant negative impact upon the school budget 
during the current school year (2008-2009 School Year) and will have a greater impact upon the budget and the 
provision of services for the 2009-2010 School Year.  

There was a Special Town Meeting convened on February 23, 2009 to address cuts in Local Aid (funds 
from the state) for the current School Year. The current School Budget was reduced, for this year, by $133,674 
at this meeting. There has been a significant cutback in spending from all accounts. There has been a necessary 
reduction in Class Size Aides and several positions that were vacated are left unfilled for the remainder of the 
year. 

The preparation for the 2009-2010 School Year continues each and every day. The Milton School 
Committee had approved a budget that addressed current issues within the schools. The initial School 
Committee budget recommendation ($34,015,590) was $2.2 million above the 2008-2009 School Year Budget 
(then appropriated at $31,779,140). The School Committee continued to assess the needs of the Schools and a 
budget proposal was made for an increase of $1.86M ($33,642,170). This proposed budget would allow for the 
current staffing to be maintained with all other expenses maintained at the current school year levels. 

The Milton Warrant Committee met on March 7, 2009 to determine their Town Meeting 
recommendations for the Town 2009-2010 Budget (including the schools). The Warrant Committee made a 
recommendation for a balanced budget (for currently anticipated revenues for the same time period). This 
“balanced budget” would necessitate additional reductions to the School Budget of $452,529 (to $31,192,847). 
The impact of these reductions would be a devastating to the Milton Public Schools. It will be necessary for the 
Schools to make cuts of $2,449,323 from a Budget that would provide “level staffing”. 

The Milton Warrant Committee also recommended that the Town determine the capacity of the Town to 
approve a Proposition 2 ½ Override. There is an Override vote tentatively scheduled for June 8, 2009. There 
will continue to be discussions about the determination of an amount for the proposed override in the coming 
weeks. 
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News Around Town 

 
 We are encouraging Milton residents to take the Planning Board’s town survey. Below is a 

description of the survey from Emily Innes: 

 The Milton Planning Board is sponsoring a town-wide survey on elements covered by a master plan 
process: housing, parks and open space, town services and facilities and economic development.  Your response 
is critical in helping our town plan for its future. 
 The survey can be found online at www.townofmilton.org or just click on this link: 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=T7W6hSy9E9IdM6MQLC6thg_3d_3d 
  If you know someone who doesn't have internet access, hard copies can be found at Town Hall, the East 
Milton and Kidder branches of the Milton Public Library and the Senior Center.  Responses are due by March 
31st.  You can leave the survey and come back as long as you don't click "done" - just remember to click "done" 
by March 31st  so your answers will count. 
 The Planning Board will announce a summary of the results at the Annual Town Meeting in May and 
will sponsor a meeting in mid-June to discuss the results in more detail.  Please encourage your friends and 
family to answer this questionnaire as well. The more responses we receive, the more valuable the process will 
be.  

* * *  
 The Milton Public Library is planning a series of activities to celebrate the reopening of the Main 
Branch on Canton Avenue. The doors will open on Thursday, April 2nd at 9 a.m., but the real excitement will be 
on Saturday, April 4th and Sunday, April 5th. The Saturday event is “Children’s Day,” with storytelling, face 
painting and excerpts from “Seussical” in the Children’s Room. On Sunday, there will be a ribbon cutting 
ceremony at 1:30 p.m.; guided tours every 30 minutes and a “Meet the Artists of Milton” event at 2:30 p.m. We 
hope you will be able to attend some of these events. 

* * * 

 The Milton Foundation for Education will be accepting nominations for the 9th Annual 
Outstanding Teacher of the Year. This is a very special event in our schools, with a ceremony scheduled for 
May 20, 2009 at 6 p.m. in the MHS Auditorium. Nomination forms will be arriving home in backpacks soon 
and will also be available on our website. If you feel your child’s teacher is deserving of this recognition, please 
take the time to make the nomination. These awards truly mean the world to our teachers and the ceremony 
itself is the highlight of the year for much of our staff.   

* * *  
 It’s tax time, and many of you will be receiving automobile excise tax bills in the mail. Please read the 
accompanying letter, written by a group who does a tremendous amount of good for the Milton Public Schools, 

Milton Partnership for Arts and Cultural Enrichment (M-PACE). 

 This is an independent group of citizens committed to enhancing arts and cultural education. This 
includes everything from live Shakespeare productions to museum trips and interactive performing arts. Please 
help continue this program by checking off a contribution on your enclosed tax form. 
 The board of M-PACE is comprised of Kevin Sorgi, Roxanne Musto, Meredith Hall and John Michael 
Shields, along with myself and John Phelan. This group, with taxpayer’s donations, have recently funded a visit 
to the MFA to view Chinese Art & Artifacts for Grade 8; a field trip to see “A Christmas Carol,” for Grade 7; a 
field trip to the Symphony Hall for Grade 4; buses to transport MHS Drama Club to perform “Gypsy” for all 
elementary school students; and a performance of Julius Caesar at MHS by the Shakespeare Now! Theatre 
Company. Please continue to support this worthy cause. 
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Fundraising News 

 
 Our new grant writer, Christopher Masalsky has been hard at work trying to secure various grants for 

the Milton Public Schools. Once again, we are reminded of what a tremendous resource the Milton Foundation 

for Education has been. This group is funding the salary for this part-time position, which we otherwise could 

not have funded. Below is a brief summary of Chris’ first few weeks on the job submitted by Mr. Masalsky: 

 

 After speaking with all of the school principals, department heads and key administrators, we have 
identified several areas of focus where we will seek grant funding. Acquisition of SMART Boards is at the top 
of the list - we recently submitted a $20,000 request to the Eastern Bank Charitable Foundation and a $50,000 
request to the Wal-Mart Foundation to purchase and install 14 boards.  In the coming months we will submit 
several additional requests to foundations and corporations for additional SMART Boards, with a goal of 
funding a SMART Board in every MPS classroom by 2012.   
 We are also preparing proposals to support Expanded Learning Time at the Tucker School, and 
investigating sources of funding for environmental projects.  From a long-range standpoint, we are following 
the stimulus act situation closely and will aggressively pursue any competitive funding opportunities that arise.  
We are also evaluating the possibility of applying for a federal "Safe Schools/Healthy Students" grant which 
would fund a comprehensive school safety and wellness initiative over a four-year period. 
 I am available to assist teachers with their proposals for Milton Foundation for Education grants - which 
are due April 9th! Parents, teachers and community members are welcome to drop me an email anytime at 
cmasalsky@miltonps.org 

* * * 

March 20
th
    Milton Swing Into Spring:  This exciting event promises to “celebrate the Irish in all 

of us.” Live entertainment, including a band and Irish dancers, will be on hand, as well as a cash bar, hors 
d’oeuvres and door prizes. The winner of the Irish Raffle (trip to Kinsale) will be announced at this event, to be 
held at the Common Market, 97 Willard Street in Quincy. Tickets to this evening’s entertainment are $20 each 
and are available at Milton High School’s main office. 

* * * 

 April 2
nd
   “Girls Night Out”:   MHS parent Leslie Zimmer is planning a local “Girls Night Out”. 

Here’s a great way for Milton moms to celebrate spring and raise money for MHS sports and activities! This 
will be an inspirational evening of spring home decorating, gardening and party planning ideas. Tickets are $60 
each, which includes wine by Esprit du Vin and hors d’oeuvres by Thyme and Basil catering. The event will be 
held at Cedar Grove Gardens in Dorchester at 6:30 p.m. on April 2nd . Please contact 
lesliezimmer@comcast.net  for more information.  

* * * 

 April 3
rd
  Mike Madden Fundraiser:  Perhaps you have heard about the difficulties being 

experienced by our Milton High soccer coach, Mike Madden. Complications from a recent back surgery left 
Mike partially paralyzed and unable to work his full-time job with Verizon. 
 Mike has been a fixture in the soccer community, an active Milton Public School parent, and an asset to 
the town as a whole for many years. He and his wife, Heidi, along with their five children, have been touched 
by the outpouring of help and generosity shown to them in the past few months.  
 As part of that effort, Mike’s friends and coworkers are planning an event on Friday, April 3, 2009 at 
IBEW Local 103 at 7:30 pm. The evening will include raffles, prizes, live and silent auction as well as 
entertainment.  Table sponsorships are available for $200 and organizers are preparing an ad book with ¼ page 
ads beginning at $75, ½ page ads $150 and full page ads for $200. Those who are interested in placing an ad 
should email donna.bohan@verizon.net.  Anyone who would like to donate a gift certificate, raffle item or 
auction item should also contact Donna. Thank you. 
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Athletic News 
 

Below is a recap of each of our winter sports teams and their winter 2008-2009 seasons, courtesy of Athletic 

Director Steve Traister. 

 
 Boys Basketball:  State Champs! (See the “Office of the Superintendent” section above) 
 Girls Basketball:  The girls’ basketball team finished with season record of 6-12. Coach Mike Lenane’s 
team was led by All-League player senior Liz O’Connor. Though their record was not indicative of how hard 
they played the future looks promising with freshmen Samantha Curley having a stellar season.   
 Boys Ice Hockey: The boys’ hockey team won their second Bay State Conference Herget Division title 
in three years, with an 11-5-4 record, and qualified for the MIAA Division 1 State Tournament. Coach Paul 
Noonan’s team was led by All-League players Kevin Joyce and Jack Brown. 
 Girls Ice Hockey: The girls’ hockey team finished with a 13-4-4 record, and qualified for the MIAA 
Division 2 State Tournament. Coach Christine Gurskis’ team was led by All-League players Brianna Kelly and 
Mary Carmody. 
 Boys Indoor Track: Coach Chuck Ajemian’s boys’ indoor track team finished a successful 2008-2009 
winter campaign led by seniors Paul Connor and Shad Sommers. Connor qualified for the all-state meet in the 
600 meters and Sommers qualified in the shot put. 
 Girls Indoor Track: Massachusetts State Coaches Hall of Fame track coach Dale Snyder’s girls’ indoor 
track team finished in a three way tie for the Bay State Conference Herget Division title. The leading point 
scorer was Cheryl Tran. 
 Wrestling: First year head coach and Milton High alumnus Ted Carroll’s team finished the season with, 
junior Geno Kelly, taking 6th place in the division 2 sectional. 

Boys & Girls Ski Team: Six of second year coach Maggie Radley’s ski team members qualified for the 
Alpine State Championships. They were; Zach Beaulieu, Kevin Walsh, Chris Zimmer, Jimmy Goltz, Inez 
Campbell and Hallie Perlick. 
 Cheerleading: Jessica Parson’s cheerleading squad competed in the Bay State Conference Cheerleading 
Competition at Milton’s Copeland Field House. The squad was led by All-League Cheerleader Tara Dynan. 
 

Milton Public Schools Ambassadors Page 

 
Each week, as part of our E-Update, we recognize students, teachers, parents and members of the community 

whose hard work deserves recognition. Please read about some of their outstanding accomplishments below: 

 

Student Highlight:   After such an exciting win at the Qualifying Bowl, we would like to recognize the 
winning teams for our Future Problem Solvers’ Clubs. The Cunningham/Collicot Future Problem Solver’s team 
includes Michaela Olson, Michael Rozewski, Carleen Mullally, Cole and Billy O’Carroll. One Glover team 
includes Simon Eder, Mick O’Hanlon and Josh Kery; the other includes Mary Corcoran, Emily Dsida, Sadie 
Marcus and Tyler Volpe-Knock. Great job! 
 
Teacher Highlight:  We are fortunate to have two teachers in the Milton Public Schools who not only love 
what they do – they excel at it. Lori Henry and Terry Deutsch, our elementary school librarians are also our 
Future Problem Solvers Club coaches. Nearly every year, one or the other (and often both!) teachers help to 
advance their teams through the bowl competitions.  Ms. Henry has been coaching ten years and has taken one 
team to the State Bowl previously.  She also coaches the Tucker Team, which includes David Perkins, Lydia 
Horan, Derek Perkins and Emily Chow.  
 Ms. Deutsch has been coaching FPSC for nearly 20 years. She has brought a team to the State Bowl 
level every year since she began coaching, with only one exception. Several years ago, her team won the State 
Bowl and advanced to the International Bowl in Missouri, where they placed second to Australia. She has also 
coached individual students who advanced to the International Bowls in Kentucky and Colorado.  
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 Both of these talented teachers have given a great deal of time and effort to help our students succeed. 
We are lucky to have such dedicated librarians. 
 
Volunteer Highlight:   Talk about unsung heroes! We have a group of parents who run our Elementary 
Math Clubs. Every week, nearly all year long, these brave souls get up extra early to work on Continental Math 
problems with our elementary school students. Each school has a large contingent of dedicated Math League 
volunteers who provide meaningful math explorations for all children. These math clubs across town would not 
be possible without the commitment and talents of our wonderful Milton parents. 
 Tucker parents host after-school and evening Math Jams, where all children are invited to explore 
challenging math concepts and participate in meaningful games that reinforce learning. These parents also host 
a weekly Grade 2 problem solving club before school. 
 Collicot, Cunningham, and Glover parents provide weekly before-school problem solving clubs for all 
interested students in grades 2 through 5. Children learn strategies that enrich their understanding of challenging 
word problems, such as those in the Math Olympiad and Continental Math League. Within each club there is 
also a 5-10 minute reinforcement of math facts, a skill that always needs improvement. 
 All clubs have the benefit of many parent volunteers, thus providing small group instruction, usually a 
ratio of about 4-5 students to 1 teacher. Each and every club has parent leadership where the subject matter is 
well-planned and is aligned to the appropriate grade level(s). These clubs have proven to be invaluable to our 
students. The elementary teachers and staff are most grateful to all parents who give of their time to help 
students in math. Special thanks to the following coordinators from each school: Glover: Nina Panarese, Ray 
Czwakiel & Holly Freeman; Tucker: Patti Barros; Cunningham: Jeanne Kibble, Paul Panariello and Jean 
Conley; Collicot: Laura Conway, Lisa Viola, Philipa Breslin, Paula McDonald, Jen Caputo, Susan Rogers and 
Maria O’Neil; Susanna Ryan and Tom Mullen.  
 

Calendar of Events 

 
Please be sure to visit the calendar of events at the “Calendar” section of the Milton Public Schools website – 
www.miltonps.org.  
 


