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From the Desk of the Superintendent: 

 

 Although I appreciate our Milton Public School teachers each and every day, it is important to note that 

National Teacher Appreciation Week will be held May 7 to May 11th. In honor of that occasion, I have asked 

some of my staff -- along with some of Milton’s prominent citizens -- to talk about their favorite teacher. For 

many of us, even decades after leaving school, the memory of a cherished teacher will never leave us. Please 

take a moment to thank your child’s teacher with an email or a handwritten note. I know they will be grateful.  

Here are some memories of “favorite teachers” from the past. – Mary C. Gormley 

 

Tucker Principal Marcia Uretsky: “My favorite teacher was Mrs. Hahn who taught ninth grade Algebra and 

tenth grade Geometry. Math was always one of my more difficult subjects and I always shied away from it. 

Mrs. Hahn taught math in a way that I could understand it and not just memorize it. I became an A student 

under Mrs. Hahn's instruction. I also learned how an excellent and passionate teacher can affect a student's 

growth in a content area and of their perception of themselves as a student. I knew early on that I wanted to be a 

teacher. Mrs. Hahn was a role model of the type of teacher I envisioned for myself.” 

 

Milton Police Chief Richard Wells: “I had three great teachers who I loved. Mr. Bill Mullen, the Assistant 

Principal, who kept me on the straight and narrow. He was a wonderful man. Also, Mr. Dick Scopa who taught 

reading and Mr. Ron Reed who was my English teacher and soccer coach.” 

 

Cunningham Principal Karen Spaulding: “How I envied that red correcting pen as a first grade student in Mrs. 

Counter’s class.  If only I could hold it in my hand and make just one ‘you got it correct!’ mark on the paper- 

you know the fancy "c" with the loop on the top?  Mrs. Counter must have known how I so wanted to use that 

red correcting pen or she just grew weary of finding things for me to do after I had whipped through yet another 

pile of math worksheets, for she soon bestowed on me the greatest honor any first grade student could receive. I 

became her assistant corrector.  What began as a simple job of correcting worksheets evolved, at least in my 

mind, into a support teacher role. For me it was not enough to simply let students know which problems they 

had incorrectly solved; I was compelled to offer targeted assistance, which I did. Reflecting on this now, if I had 

been my teacher I might have found myself somewhat obnoxious.  However, Mrs. Counter did not.  She saw in 

my six year old actions a child who would one day hold her own students to the high expectations she was 

setting in this first grade classroom.  In me, she saw a teacher.” 

 

State Representative Walter Timilty:  “My favorite teacher was Miss Joan Driscoll-- my first grade teacher at 

Pierce Elementary School. Miss Driscoll was one of the most caring people I have ever met. She devoted every 
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ounce of energy to both educating her pupils and looking out for their overall best interest. To this day I still 

keep in touch with Miss Driscoll and thoroughly enjoy her company.” 

 

Pierce Middle School Principal James Jette: “My favorite teacher was Mr. Nelson (Grade 8 Science Teacher) 

at the Oak Bluffs Junior High School on Martha's Vineyard. Mr. Nelson put the science in your hands and 

connected it to the environment around us. His class was fun but we definitely learned a lot! He took an 

invested interest in each of his students and made sure we all gave our best each time we entered his class. The 

experiments, discussions, and the assessments were always thought- provoking and interesting. I have had many 

great teachers but Mr. Nelson is one that truly left a lasting impression on me as a student! 

 

School Committee Vice Chairman Lynda-Lee Sheridan: “My favorite teacher was my third grade teacher Miss 

Ellis. She would differentiate the math problems so everyone could feel successful. She gave a great deal of 

help to children who needed it and gave opportunities for other students to try more challenging work when 

appropriate. We did group projects and Miss Ellis really made learning fun!” 

 

Milton High School Principal Joseph Arangio: “My favorite teacher was one of my high school history 

teachers. Ms. Gilmartin was a veteran, two years away from retirement.  She was "tough as nails" on the outside 

- with a heart of gold on the inside.  She encouraged me, as a student, to become a teacher and invited me back 

to her classes when I was a college sophomore to teach for a day.  I remember the lesson's activity clearly to this 

day.  I brought two LP records in to play (Benny Goodman's 'Sing Sing Sing' and Tchaikovsky's '1812 

Overture') and compared the mood of the historical era through the music for students.  What a lady!!!!”  

 

Glover Principal Stephanie Nephew: “Mr. Cothrin, my fifth grade English teacher was my all -time favorite 

teacher. Why was he a standout? He had an amazing talent to design the most engaging and meaningful student 

centered activities. To this day, I still remember many of projects I did in his class, and I even have used some 

of them in my own classroom.” 

 

Human Resources Specialist Sean Walsh: “Mr. Michael Obel-Omia, high school English teacher at the 

Roxbury Latin School, is one of my all-time favorite teachers.  He made Shakespeare come alive during our in 

class readings and got us all to agree that Hamlet was cool.  His passion for literature was infectious and 

instilled in me a new found love of reading.  He showed us what it was like to love what you do for a living, and 

how to have fun doing it.” 

  

 

SCHOOL COMMITTEE UPDATE 

 

There have been two School Committee meetings since my last E-blast. Below is a summary of those meetings: 

 

April 4th:  As part of the Superintendent's Report, we heard from members of the Milton High School Drama 

Club. Their play was one of three to advance to the semi-final round at Weston High on March 10th.  This is the 

first time Milton High has made the semi-finals since the year 2000.  Next, we recognized Pierce art teacher 

Stephanie Sherman, winner of the Artist’s Magazine's 2012 All Media Art Competition.  We also recognized 

Milton High student Andrew Mowe, who has a recommendation for the Eastern US festival.  In the past 30 

years, Milton High has only had four students who have gotten to this level. In addition, the following students 

were congratulated for having been selected to perform at the recent Eastern District Junior Music Festival: 

Milton High School students Kristen Ingraham, Tansy Massey-Green, Christine Stafford, Monika Cormack, 

Johance Liverpool, Liz O'Connor and Jackie Ruscito. Pierce Middle School students Simon Eder, Emily Dsida, 

Katherine Steele, Alison Reed and Walker Stroud. Also, as part of this presentation, the MHS After School 

singers gave a brief performance. 

 We heard from Milton High Family & Consumer Studies teacher Eileen Lovett, who along with 

teaching assistant Latrice Coleman and Fine & Applied Arts Director Dr. Noreen Diamond Burdett, discussed a 

new project for the students. During March, the Foods I and Foods II classes worked with the Milton Food 
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Pantry to produce a community cookbook. At Pat Brawley's request, the students used the computer lab, 

calculated calories, and hope to have the cookbook published in June of 2012. 

 The Milton High School Site Council led by Milton High Principal Dr. Joseph Arangio, made a 

presentation on their School Improvement Plan. The Council, which included Alan Cron, Vice Principal, 

Vernon Nelson and Catherine Queally, Teacher Representatives, Regine Jean-Michel and Stephanie 

Charlemagne, Student Representatives, Betty White, David Taugher and Steve Shapiro, Parent Representatives, 

came to present the School Improvement Plan. The ultimate goal of the plan is to boost student achievement, 

with a focus on teacher performance. Speakers took turns talking about the strengths of MHS, and noted that 

half of Milton High students are in either AP or Honors courses. There was some discussion about the recent 

NEASC report, with an emphasis on acquiring 21st Century Skills. Other topics were on how to motivate 

students, teacher evaluation and how to find the time to institute some of these initiatives.  They also discussed 

the communication plan and how to keep parents, guardians and students apprised of the goals. The Site 

Council presentation can be viewed here: 

http://www.miltonps.org/documents/MHSSiteCouncil.pdf 

 

 We also received a report from William Ritchie, Consolidated Facilities Director.  As the director of this 

newly-created department, Mr. Ritchie said he will be giving annual updates to the school committee. He said 

he aims to develop a budget as well as a short and long-term plan to oversee resources, buildings and grounds in 

the town. He gave a brief presentation on his progress so far, as well as pointing out optimum staffing levels. 

One of his goals is to get Milton High School certified as an Energy Star school. The presentation is posted 

here: 

http://www.miltonps.org/documents/ConsolidatedFacilities.pdf  

 

 Ms. Bagley Jones gave a report on bullying prevention efforts. She cited the outstanding efforts by Rich 

Guarino and Lisa Veldran for their work on the BPAC committee. She mentioned the anonymous tip line for 

reporting bullying and the "bullying boxes" for reporting bullying in each school.  Next, she talked about work 

of the CATZ programs, which are working on student/athlete conditioning, as well as offering a successful early 

morning exercise program for MPS staff. 

 

April 25th: This meeting began with a quick reorganizational meeting. Mr. Glenn Pavlicek was re-elected as 

chairman of the School Committee, and Ms. Lynda Lee Sheridan was elected as vice-chairman.  

 Next, Food Service Director Jackie Morgan gave an update on Lean Fine Textured Beef. She assured the 

School Committee that although this product has been available since the 90’s, the Milton Public Schools does 

not use lean fine textured beef in its food service program. She then played a video clip from the USDA press 

conference on this topic.   

  Barbara Perry and Chase Eschauzier came to speak about Milton Summer Enrichment. This is their 

second year as co-directors and they talked about the unique opportunity for students/parents to customize their 

own program. This year’s MSE will run from June 25 to July 27th. More than 600 students were enrolled in this 

program last year. Online registration is now open, and there will also be a registration event on May 9th from 7 

to 9pm at Milton High School. For more information, please contact mse@miltonps.org or visit: 

http://www.miltonps.org/departments-summer.php 
 

  Karen Clasby, director of Pupil Personnel Services came to speak about Extended Summer Services 

(Extended School Year). This is a program for certain students on IEPs who may require summer coursework. 

This year, close to 150 students will be enrolled in the ESY program, to be housed at the Cunningham/Collicot 

building and overseen by PMS Guidance Counselor Erin MacCurtain. 

 Next, there was a presentation on Lyme disease and Public Awareness.  Judy Leher Jacobs, executive 

director of Friends of the Blue Hills and Denny Swenson, Friends of the Blue Hills, informed the committee 

that next month is National Tick Awareness Month. Ms. Swenson discussed their new initiative, "Go Out and 

Play, Check Every Day,” to help inform schoolchildren about ticks and Lyme disease. They said that children 

aged 9 to 11 have the highest rate of Lyme disease and talked about importance of self-checking.  

http://www.miltonps.org/documents/MHSSiteCouncil.pdf
http://www.miltonps.org/documents/ConsolidatedFacilities.pdf
mailto:mse@miltonps.org
http://www.miltonps.org/departments-summer.php
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 The School Committee invited Steve Shapiro, MPS parent and owner of Pinnacle Learning, to speak at 

the meeting. Mr. Shapiro is the driving force behind “Math is a Slam Dunk” program, as well as the annual 

Milton High exchange program with Japanese students. The committee thanked Mr. Shapiro for all his work. 

 Ms. Gormley also praised the work of Dr. John Knight and his project, “Teen-Safe,” which addresses 

substance abuse and teen drinking. Milton High Principal Dr. Arangio called this presentation, “one of the best, 

if not the best I’ve seen in my nearly 50 years in education.” Dr. Knight, who is the Children’s Hospital Center 

for Adolescent Substance Abuse Research director, will be meeting with members of the Milton Public School 

administration to spread the word about this presentation and get it in front of as many high school students as 

possible. To visit the site, click here: 

http://www.teen-safe.org/ 

 

 Next, School Committee members congratulated Denis Keohane for his recent election to the Board of 

Selectmen. He spoke briefly, thanking his fellow board members for their support. Mr. Pavlicek described the 

process of filling the vacancy, which involves soliciting volunteers from the community to serve the last year of 

Mr. Keohane’s term. The candidate would then be chosen by a joint meeting of the Board of Selectmen and the 

School Committee.  

 The next meeting of the School Committee will be held on May 2nd at 7pm in the Milton High School 

Library.  

 

CURRICULUM NEWS 

 

 The Milton Foundation for Education announced the Outstanding Teacher winners on Friday and made 

the annual “surprise” visits into the winners’ classrooms. Please join me in congratulating the following 

teachers:  

 

Milton High School  - Nancy Warn 

Pierce Middle School - Catherine Friedman 

Cunningham - Erin Power 

Collicot - Laura McDermott 

Glover - Mary McCarthy 

Tucker - Meredith Kempf 

Dr. Mary Grassa-O'Neill Leadership Award Winner is:  Dyanne Crowley at Milton High.  

 

 We look forward to having parents/guardians, fellow teachers, students, and staff join us on 

Wednesday, May 16th in the Charles Winchester Auditorium at Milton High for the official Outstanding 

Teacher ceremony.  A reception before the ceremony will begin at 6pm.  Many thanks to: Barbara Avitabile-

Mullen, Roxanne Musto, Angela Van-Allen, Julie Ritchie, Ami Joiner and Nora Vernazza, who served on the 

MFE Outstanding Teacher of the Year Committee.  

 

* * *  

 

 Congratulations to our Milton High LifeSmarts team, who recently travelled to Philadelphia to compete 

in a national competition. LifeSmarts Captain Mona Yuan, and her teammates Jack Caljouw, Aaron Chiu, 

Patrick Kelly and Devon Stanley, earned 11th place in the highly competitive national competition. Also, as a 

team, Mona, Jack, Aaron, Pat and Devon were commended by tournament judges and officials for their hard 

work, positive attitude and team spirit. We are very proud of these students. 

 

* * *  

 

 I would also like to congratulate every student who participated in the National Latin Exam last month. 

Our students competed with 148,000 others from the United States and 13 foreign countries. The following 

received certificates and medals: 

http://www.teen-safe.org/
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 Silver Medals: Ellen Chow, Albert Enyedy, and Sophie Chase. Cum Laude Certificates: Liza Trickett 

and Olivia Sidoti.  Mirabile Dictu! 

 

* * *   

  

 We are looking for Screening Committee volunteers for the new Pierce Middle School Principal. Parents 

who may be interested in serving should contact Lori Ferrrante at lferrante@verizon.net.  Volunteers must be 

available for search committee meetings at the following times: May 17
th

, 8:30-10:30am; May 24
th

, 8:30-

10:30am; May 30
th

, 8:30am-4pm; and May 31
st
, 8:30am-4pm.   

 

* * *   

 

 We are pleased to announce that Pierce Middle School seventh-grader Shay Kenny will be honored by 

Major League Baseball for her writing efforts. Shay Kenney was selected as an MLB Club Prize Package 

Winner in the Jackie Robinson Breaking Barriers Essay Contest. Shay's essay highlighted her courageous 

efforts to stop bullying within her community. The entire Yellowstone team entered the essay contest, each 

student should be extremely proud of their effort. 

 What makes this honor even more exciting is that Shay will be able to share her prize with her 

classmates. Scholastic, Inc. and Major League Baseball have invited all students in Shay's class and their 

families to an upcoming Red Sox game on Wednesday, May 2nd (Oakland A's vs. Red Sox)  at Fenway Park. 

Each student in the class has been rewarded a T-shirt as well (which should be worn to the Sox game). 

 Congratulations to Shay and her classmates. 

 

* * *  

 

 Two Cunningham students and twelve Pierce Middle School students were recently selected as winners 

of the fifth annual Curiosity Challenge sponsored by The Cambridge Science Festival.  

 Arjun Sohur, Grade 3, and Wallace Heller, Grade 4, were chosen from more than 1500 entries. The 

challenge is open to students between the ages of 5 and 14, who submit artwork or a piece of writing that shows 

their curiosity and how it prompted them to explore their world.  

The following is a list of winning students from Pierce: Mr. Stoodt's Students - Grade 6: Jack Delaney, 

Harry Marcus, Jillian Radley, Ben Scott; Mrs McEvoy's Students - Grade 7: Adriana Estevez, Erik Lundrigan, 

Destiny Perkins, Clara Tennyson; Ms. Gilbert's Class - Grade 8: Mairead Dambruch, Randi Guscott, John 

Lenane, Kate Reed. 

  

These students were given an award at Walker Memorial Building at MIT this past weekend. Both 

students’ work will also be published in a book, being designed and published by the Cambridge Science 

Festival. Great job! 

 

SCHOOL NEWS 

 

 I am pleased to inform you that School Nurse Recognition Day will be celebrated on Wednesday, May 

9th. This day has been set aside nationally to honor school nurses for their critical and unique contributions to 

the educational achievement of children and adolescents. 

 School nursing provides a wonderful opportunity to influence positively both the health and education of 

Massachusetts students. By addressing the immediate health needs of students and providing onsite care, school 

nurses support learning through improved attendance levels.  This is demonstrated by the average of a 91-92% 

return to class rate (after being assessed by the school nurse) in schools where a fulltime certified school nurse 

is assigned to the school (in contrast to those schools where there is only a part time or no registered nurse in the 

school).  School nurses also assist in identifying and referring students who may have health and behavioral 

risks, often the same students with educational risks.    

mailto:lferrante@verizon.net
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 School Nurse Recognition Day provides an opportunity to acknowledge these special professionals and 

their unique contributions to our nation's young people. Please join us in thanking our school nurses by sending 

an email or a hand written note. 

 

* * *  

 

 May 2
nd

 is Massachusetts Walk/Wheel to School Day. Please show your support by walking or biking 

to school.  

 

* * *  

 75 Pierce Middle School students participated in the Mass Junior Classical League State Convention this 

past weekend.  Hope Bell, 6th grade, won 5th place in her division of the on-site Mythology Exam.  Declan 

Driscoll, 6th grade, won 4th place in his division of the Pentathlon Exam (a mix of grammar, vocabulary, 

derivatives, history, and Mythology).  In addition, the team retained our position as 2nd Place for School Spirit.  

That's two years in a row now! 

 

* * *  

 

 

 For those of you who may not have received my recent E-blast regarding upcoming administrative 

changes, please review the click the link below: 

 

  http://www.miltonps.org/documents/AdminPersonnelMemo4-23-12.pdf 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

  

 The Collicot School is hosting a Spring Fling on Friday, May 11th at 6:30pm (Golfers 4pm) at The 

View restaurant at Presidents Golf Course. The evening will include door prizes, basket raffles, the chance to 

win a special night in Boston, light dinner fare, and live music by Irish band The Green Rovers!  Tickets are 

$50 per person. Proceeds from the event will be used to purchase SmartBoards for the remaining classrooms at 

Collicot School. 

 To view the SMARTboard in action, click here:  

    https://docs.google.com/file/d/0BwxVvhcX3f8ealZ2V05EajlEVjA/edit?pli=1 

 

 To purchase tickets, please email Michelle Cardoza at ashergreta@gmail.com.   

Please email Susan Disandro at disandro75@comcast.net to reserve your tee time today! 

 

* * *  

 

 Milton High will be holding its annual All Night Graduation Party on Sunday, June 3rd. This is an 

annual event that has seniors lining up at the doors of the Copeland Field House just hours after graduation. 

This year will be the 19th “all-nighter” packed with great food, music and fun activities, including a comic 

hypnotist. Tickets are $55 per student and can be purchased at the High School office.  

 The All Night Party is a community-supported way for all seniors to get together for one last gathering 

in a safe, alcohol-free, drug-free environment. Organizers are still seeking volunteers. If you can spend a the 

night -- or even a few hours, please contact Paula Hailer at characters4kids@aol.com  In addition, we are still 

seeking local businesses who would like to help us with donations of supplies and/or financial support. Please 

contact Ms. Hailer with any questions. The invitation to the All Night Party can be viewed here: 

 http://www.miltonps.org/documents/AllNightParty2012.pdf 

 

 

 

http://www.miltonps.org/documents/AdminPersonnelMemo4-23-12.pdf
https://docs.google.com/file/d/0BwxVvhcX3f8ealZ2V05EajlEVjA/edit?pli=1
mailto:ashergreta@gmail.com
mailto:disandro75@comcast.net
mailto:characters4kids@aol.com
http://www.miltonps.org/documents/AllNightParty2012.pdf
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* * *   

 

 Joani Geltman, an expert in the field of Child Development and parenting will be speaking here in 

Milton on Wednesday, May 9th at 7 pm in the Pierce Auditorium. This event is jointly sponsored by all of our 

PTOs.  

 Ms. Geltman has been working with parents, children, universities, schools, and private and public 

companies for over 30 years. Ms. Geltman has developed a course especially designed for parents on 

understanding their child's cognitive and emotional and social development. 

 Ms. Geltman is on the Faculty of both Lesley University and Curry College, teaching both graduate and 

undergraduate level courses for those training in the fields of education, psychology and nursing. These courses 

include Child and Adolescent Psychology, Human Growth and Development, and Psychology of Family Life.

 Additionally, she provides consultation and training to public school teachers helping them to develop 

successful strategies for motivating students and managing behavior, by providing them with a developmental 

framework. Please visit the link below for information about Joani Geltman. 

http://www.joanigeltman.com/about.html 

 

* * *  

  

 A Free Internet Safety Seminar will be presented by Metropolitan Law Enforcement Council at the 

following dates and times: 

 

Dates:  Tuesday, May 1st                                           Thursday, May 3rd 

             Canton Library, South Room                                   Tufts Library, Jones Room 

             786 Washington Street                                             46 Broad Street 

             Canton, MA 02021                                                    Weymouth, MA 02188 

    6:30 pm to 8:30 pm.                                                  10 am to noon 

 

 The topic will be: Parental awareness for online child predators, the dangers of children providing too 

much personal information online; Cyber-bullying; issues surrounding the use of social sites (Facebook, 

Twitter, YouTube, etc.); online Predators in the gaming world; the dangers of peer to peer networking; 

importance of and tips for monitoring computer/internet use by our children. 

 METROLEC (Metropolitan Law Enforcement Council) is a consortium of over 43 local area police 

departments and law enforcement agencies.  The member communities of METROLEC acknowledge that 

certain critical incidents call for a law enforcement response that may exceed the capabilities of any one single 

agency and so they work together to help each other, and ultimately keep all of us safer and more informed.  

Light refreshments served will be served. Please register in advance at bgiacoppo@mspcc.org or call 617-983-

5813.  This seminar is open to the public, but is strictly for parents and guardians so please plan childcare 

accordingly. 

 

NEWS AROUND TOWN 

 

 World-famous singer Ronan Tynan and Pauline Wells, who is well known for her pure rendition of the 

“Star Spangled Banner,” are scheduled to perform together Saturday, May 5th at a concert to benefit the 350th 

Anniversary Celebration of Milton, where they both live.  

 A limited number of tickets are available. General admission tickets, which include admission to a pre-

concert reception at 6:30 p.m., are $50. VIP tickets, which include entry to the “VIP Backstage After Party” are 

$150. Proceeds from the concert will be used to fund 350th Anniversary events and for a Legacy Gift to the 

town. Tickets are available at the Town Hall Selectman's Office, Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.  

Or call Joanne Trifone at 617-698-3442 or e-mail milton350thstore@gmail.com. 

 The concert is made possible by the generosity of the Copeland Family Foundation.   

Tynan, who moved to Milton last year, is world famous as a former member of The Irish Tenors and for 

his powerful rendition of “God Bless America” during New York Yankee baseball games. He also performed at 

http://www.joanigeltman.com/about.html
mailto:bgiacoppo@mspcc.org
mailto:milton350thstore@gmail.com
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the Washington National Cathedral for the funeral of U.S. President Ronald Reagan, where he sang "Amazing 

Grace" and "Ave Maria.” 

 Pauline Wells, also a Milton resident, is a lieutenant with the Cambridge Police Department who began 

her singing career by accident at a pub in Ireland. Following 9/11 – the same historic event that brought Tynan 

to sing “God Bless America” at Yankee games – Wells became well known for delivering a pure and spirited 

version of the American national anthem. Since 2001, she has performed at Faneuil Hall, the National Heritage 

Museum, Hynes Auditorium and Fenway Park.  

 Funds raised from “A 350th Concert” and other 350th Anniversary fund-raising events will cover costs 

for a fireworks display scheduled for June 8 and parade on June 9. In addition, the committee is planning a field 

day, series of historic lectures, concerts, art exhibits and more. In addition, the committee plans to present the 

Town with a lasting Legacy to mark the 350th Anniversary.  

 

* * *   

  

 Please be aware that Milton’s Annual Town Meeting will begin on Monday, May 7th at 7:30pm in the 

First Parish Church on Canton Ave. This is for the first night only. Beginning on May 8th and continuing on to 

May 10th and possibly the following week, the meeting will be held in the Charles Winchester Auditorium at 

Milton High School.  

 

* * *  

 

The following item was submitted by the Friends of the Blue Hills, who met with our Fourth-Grade classrooms 

earlier this month: 

 

 If you are like the 4th grade Future Problem Solvers who we met with last month, you probably already 

know someone with Lyme disease.  If you’ve lived in the area for over 10 years, you might also have noticed 

that you see many more deer now.  As our community comes to grips with the booming deer populations that 

have dramatically increased the number of ticks which transmit Lyme disease, we need to make sure that all of 

us are taking steps to avoid Lyme disease.  Children are one of the groups with the highest risk of contracting 

Lyme disease, but all of us need to incorporate basic prevention into our daily lives.  Here are a few ways you 

can help protect yourself and your family from Lyme disease. 

  Go Out and Play; Check Every Day since ticks live on lawns and grass as well as woods, make sure to 

check yourself for ticks every day.  A tick can be as small as a period or as big as a pencil eraser! 

  Wear White Socks Tucked Over Your Pants. It’s the new fashion!  Tuck your pants into white socks so 

you can see the ticks and remove them. 

  Look out for a “bulls-eye” rash. Sometimes when a tick bites you, they will leave a rash in the shape of a 

bulls-eye.  If you see the bulls-eye rash or experience the common signs or symptoms, see a doctor to be 

treated.  

          Wear Anti-tick perfume.  Consider wearing repellant with 20% or more DEET on your skin (avoiding 

hands, eyes and mouth), and products with Permethrin on your clothes. 

  Keep your lawn short. Ticks like to hide in long grasses and shrubbery. 

 

* * *  

 

 The Milton Art Center on Edge Hill Road is hosting a Party/fundraiser on Friday, May 4th from 7-

10pm at the Milton Art Center. 

 Beautiful and affordable artwork will be for sale by over 30 local artists. There will be well-stocked, 

beautifully arranged basket raffles and sports tickets donated by our local and generous businesses and 

townspeople. You will be entertained by live music, (guitar and bass duo), enjoy appetizers and refreshments 

and talk to old and new friends.  

 The theme of our fundraiser is: Small Works, Big Impact. The idea is that the artwork is small, the price 

affordable, to make it economically easier for you to add color, beauty, and unique works of art to your home. 

http://friendsofthebluehills.org/what-are-the-symptoms-of-lyme-disease/
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001_y3EmWBEq6BzT8AsooHpPTQRAXb9Y62c1wCbVsJqoJnX07Ka8ZWFxMaznUZL6aift9Uy2i7MR2cU-Ly834Q7Lj6lRbtbJHKW2llFL4h0RDY6vBb0JQlW5kwMa-YLw__4oaO0LFMetc3fa_H6C3fTpNXm7Iu4OX1aP2K7iHB47uok3rP06RjhPQ==
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This is a community sponsored art event. By supporting a local artist you are contributing to growing the 

creative economy in Milton. All proceeds support the building and it's programming.  

 

* * *  

 

The following item was submitted by Robin M. Tagliaferri, Executive Director of the Forbes House Museum:  

 

 The Lincoln Lunch is Launched!  This year, students in grades K-3 were asked to draw a picture of the 

Lincoln family and their pets. The artwork was very beautiful and it was difficult to choose the winners!  

 Therefore, to celebrate all the great work submitted by students in Milton, Dorchester and Quincy, the 

Museum has established the "Lincoln Lunch." Every Thursday at noon time, we will post approximately 12 

drawings on the Museum's Facebook page, www.facebook.com/forbeshousemuseum. Each week, submissions 

from the same school will be featured, and teachers and parents will be contacted by e-mail to alert them to the 

posting of their student's/child’s work! 

 The Lincoln Essay and Drawing Contest was established by Mary Bowditch Forbes, granddaughter of 

Captain Robert Bennet Forbes, in 1924. Ms. Forbes greatly admired President Abraham Lincoln, and to 

promote appreciation for our 16th President, she requested original essays and drawings from students each 

year, inspired by the life and work of Abraham Lincoln. For questions about the Lincoln Lunch or other FHM 

programs, visit our website at www.forbeshousemuseum.org or call our office at 617-696-1815. 

 

* * *  

 

The Milton Public Library submitted the following items: 

 

 On May 4th from 3-5 p.m., students in grades 6-12 are invited to join us for an after school movie. 

Check out the choices on the library's website (www.miltonlibrary.org/teen.asp) or our Teen Space Facebook 

page, then vote for your top choice by May 1. We'll watch the movie with the most votes! Snacks will be 

served; this program is sponsored by the Friends of the Milton Public Library. 

 

 On Saturday, May 12th, from 10 am to 3 pm, join your neighbors & friends as we create a snapshot of 

our favorite people, places & memories of Milton for a digital archive of our community as part of the Mass. 

Memories Road Show. Bring three of your photos to the Milton Library. We will scan the photos and 

immediately return them to you.  You will be invited to share a 3-4 minute story about your photographs on 

camera (optional) and take a "keepsake photo" to document your participation in the event.  To make your visit 

easier, download the Registration Form and Photo Form and bring them with you. Event is free & open to all. 

 For more information, visit the library website at: http://www.miltonlibrary.org/ 

  

 On May 22nd from 2-5 p.m., teens are invited for Wii play, board games, and 

snacks from 3 - 5 p.m in the Keys Community Room. This event is sponsored by the Friends of the Milton 

Public Library. 

 

GRANT/FUNDRAISING NEWS 

 

 Many of you have noticed and commented on the new signage at Milton High School. Over spring 

break, we had new granite signs installed at both entrances to our school. These signs replaced the plywood and 

post signs installed when Milton High school facilities were upgraded in 2005. This project was conceived, 

designed, built, and funded by private donors. Milton High parents provided the materials and did most of the 

work. No town or state funding was used. 

 Many people were involved in making our new granite signs possible. This project is a perfect example 

of parents wanting to do something for our school, and then getting the job done. 

http://www.facebook.com/forbeshousemuseum
http://www.forbeshousemuseum.org/
http://www.miltonlibrary.org/teen.asp
http://miltonlibrary.org/documents/MiltonRegistrationform.pdf
http://miltonlibrary.org/documents/MiltonPhotoform.pdf
http://www.miltonlibrary.org/
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 Thanks goes to: Terry Driscoll from Read Custom Soils for donating the granite blocks, Anthony Musto 

from Musto Construction Company for transporting and installing the signage at our school and David Taugher 

for designing the signage and coordinating the project.  

 Thanks also go to Bill Ritchie for coordinating the permitting process with the Town of Milton, and to 

Jason Tsanotellis from Eagle Farms for providing the landscaping. 

  Tens of thousands of Milton High students, teachers, and parents will enjoy our granite signs for many, 

many years to come. There’s nothing like granite to show our permanent and lasting commitment to our 

schools. Job well done! 

 

350th Anniversary News  

 

The following items were submitted by members of the 350th Anniversary Committee: 

 

 Sunday, April 15, 2012 will go down as a great day in the annals of Milton sports history.  Early Sunday 

morning the Milton High School girls took on the Milton Academy softball team at Curry College in a classic 

matchup which is believed to have been the first ever to celebrate for the Anniversary of the town. 

 The game was scoreless through three innings when the Academy Mustangs took a 1 -0 lead in the top 

half of the fourth following an RBI single by outfielder Jamie Murray. In the bottom half, the lady Wildcats 

loaded the bases and scored two runs on an infield hit by Emily Brink with another run scoring on an errant 

throw to first.  Milton High School was up 2 -1 after four innings.  In the bottom of the fifth inning Wildcat 

Haley Dutton doubled to left center knocking in two more runs to make it High School 4 – Academy 1. After 

walking with one out on the bottom of the sixth inning High School outfielder Amy Maher came all the way 

around to score following a Mustang error. High School 5 – Academy 1. 

 In the final inning, the Academy’s Katelyn Courturier doubled with two runners on base closing the gap 

5 -3 and the Mustangs threatened to tie when Sarah Anderson singled her home and went to second on a wild 

pitch. But Wildcat ace pitcher Sydney Fitzgerald held off the charging Mustangs and got a complete game 

victory for Milton High. Final score High School 5 - Academy - 4. Following the game, the Wildcat women 

were ecstatic about winning the 350th Anniversary trophy and Coach Kelly Losi called the victory the highlight 

of their young season. Coach Losi congratulated all her players for a fine victory and named Captains Sydney 

Fitzgerald and Christine Brink as well as Emily Brink and Haley Dutton stars of the game. 

  

                On Sunday afternoon, April 15 at 2PM the Milton High School Wildcats matched up against the 

Milton Academy Mustangs in the Town of Milton’s 350th Anniversary historic baseball classic. The last time 

the two teams met each other for the town anniversary was 1962 when the High School defeated the Academy 6 

-4 in the 300th Anniversary game.  Before that the Academy handed Milton High a 7 -5 defeat in the 250th 

Classic in 1912.  Fittingly, Paul Dorsey, a legendary Milton High School athlete and coach of the 1962 high 

school team threw out the first pitch for Sunday’s game. The game was held at Curry College under a warm 

sun, a wind snapping American flag and a sizable crowed on hand. 

                The Academy men struck first when Jake Farabee of Cicero, N.Y. hit a triple to drive in two runs in 

the first inning of play.  A leadoff walk and single followed by a wild pitch put the Academy ahead 3 – 0 in the 

top of the second and then Milton native Tyler Starks added to the Mustang lead by doubling home two more 

runs before the charge ended – Academy 5 – High School 0.  The Wildcats came storming back in the bottom of 

the third with four runs but the Academy onslaught proved too much for the High School hurlers.  Before it was 

over the Academy had amassed 15 runs to the High School’s 6 but the result was taken in stride by both teams 

considering the honor of playing in the 350th Classic for the Town of Milton.  Other stars of the game for the 

Academy included Tyler Starks (2 hits, 3 RBI and 1 run scored), and fellow Miltonians Jared Friedberg (2 hits, 

2 RBI and 3 runs scored), Brooks English (triple and 3RBI), and Josh Ellis (2 hits, a run scored and 5 RBI).  

Jesse Francese of Sharon picked up the win for the Mustangs with three strong innings in middle relief. 

                The Wildcat stars have nothing to look down about in this young season, giving their all after 27 

innings of baseball in less than a week before this game.  Terrance Walsh (a double and 2 RBI), Paul Curran 

(triple, 2 RBI) and Derrick Curley (a double and 2 RBI) led the Milton challenge.  But the undefeated Mustangs 



25 Gile Road, Milton, Massachusetts 02186 

showed they have plenty of punch this season and should be on to a very successful finish.  The Milton 350th 

trophy was presented to coach Matt Petherick and his players following the victory. 

                The Milton 350th Anniversary Committee wishes to extend its sincerest congratulations to all players, 

coaches and athletic directors of Milton’s longtime historic sports rivals for playing in each of the softball and 

baseball classics in honor of Milton.  We wish you all success in your future athletic and academic endeavors.  

We also are especially grateful for the entire staff at Curry College for making possible these two historic 

events.   The fields were in immaculate condition and the hospitality was as welcome as the weather. 

 

* * *  

 

 Pierce Middle School seventh-grader Clara Tennyson wrote the following essay on the history of the 

Milton schools. 

  

 The Old Schools Of Milton 

By Clara Tennyson 

 

 There were many schools that were built when Milton was a young town. In The 1600s, the first schools 

of Milton were held in homes where women without children would teach kids basic education and the main 

topics of the Bible.  

 In the 1700s, there were schools called the “Moving Schools”. They were very common in the town of 

Milton. The Moving School was a school where a teacher would go to teach students. The teacher would stay in 

a schoolhouse for three to six months and teach students around the town. Only one teacher could teach at the 

Moving School, so there was very little schooling and very long vacations. Many towns allowed students to go 

with the Moving Schools, but other towns made it forbidden so other students could be taught. In 1734, they 

stopped using the Moving Schools and started to build real schools like the Dame School. 

 The Dame School was originally a privately operated school. The school was for children starting at 

three or four years old, and then left the school at about six years of age. By that time they should know how to 

read and write. After the Dame School they were qualified to go to a school called the Schoolmaster’s Reading 

and Writing School. Students were then taught lessons with reading and writing that were more challenging. 

After their lesson was over, they did chores for their teacher, like going to the grocery store. The Dame and 

Schoolmaster’s Reading and Writing School were very nice schools, but there were many other schools as well. 

 The Wadsworth School was located at the corner of Gun Hill and Pleasant Streets. There were four 

classrooms at the school. The girls and boys were taught things like Art, Music, Writing, Reading, and Physical 

Education. Only the girls were taught Sewing and Weaving. Two grades were taught in each room. Kids at the 

school who had learning disabilities would be kept in lower grades than they should be in so they would be able 

to go at their own pace. The students also got to walk to and from school and go home for lunch.  

 Another school built in the 1700s was the “Old Brick” Schoolhouse. It was located on Blue Hill Avenue 

and Atherton Street. It was built in 1812 and lasted until 1870. It was built on the West District of town, in 

which the town gave a $100 dollar assist to build the school. The town thought they needed more schools for 

girls, even though this school was for both girls and boys. In 1870 it was replaced by a building made of wood.  

 The Center School was built on Canton Avenue just north of Wendell Park. It was built in the early 

1800s and then rebuilt in 1859. The Centre school was finished in 1890 when the Thatcher School took the 

school for offices by the town engineer, and the Water Department was built in its place. 

 In 1851, there was a new school built on the East Side of Milton called the East School. It was thirty five 

by thirty five feet, and was two floors. They were rooms for primary grammar and intermediate classes. Many 

children from Milton attended The East School.  

 In 1886, the town meeting of Milton accepted financial support and established a public high school. 

The high school was in the former Milton Academy Building on Academy Hill, where the Town Hall and Fire 

House is now. In 1886, Milton Academy suspended its charter to open Milton’s first public high school. The 

principal of the school was Mr. Hunt, the former principal of Milton Academy. It was nearly constructed on the 

same site as the old Academy building. It was 2 stories tall, 84 feet long, and 50 feet wide. There was an 

addition to the school in 1895 designed by the architect Bradford O. Hamilton. In 1917, it became the Vose 
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School, which was an elementary school until it was dismantled in 1956. The first Milton High School was 

much worse than the high school today, but they both offered high quality education.  

 The Schoolmaster of a school did not get overpaid, but was treated very well. His position was very 

honored to the town, and only second to the minister. He got paid largely in “Country Pay”, which were things 

like corn meal, pumpkins, wool, etc. He would work long hours six days a week, and was often to volunteer at a 

church. The Schoolmaster got four days a year for vacation, but another day for a town meeting, and two days 

for militia duty, and many other days. The Grammar School- master had to be a college graduate, but Writing 

and Reading Schoolmaster did not have to be.  

 The Old Schools of Milton is such a fascinating subject, with how they were built and knowing what lies 

in their place now in more modern times. The schools were so interesting and unique I would learn about them 

all over again! 

  

Bibliography: 

A History of Milton by Edward Pierce Hamilton 

Gone But Not Forgotten, A Living History Compiled by the Editorial Committee of Milton Council on Aging 

Milton: A Compendium by Anthony Mitchell Sammarco 

  

ATHLETICS 

 

Our Athletic Director, Steve Traister, submitted the following summaries from our high school teams: 

 

BASEBALL: Ted Curley’s team currently has a record of 3-5 and won the Quincy Tournament over April 

vacation. The team is led by senior captains Derek Curley, Justin Curley, Paul Curran and Terrence Walsh.  

 

SOFTBALL: The team currently has a record of 2-5 under first year coach and Milton alumnus Kelly Losi. The 

team is led by senior captains Christin Brink, Haley Dutton and junior captain Sydney Fitzgerald.  

 

BOYS LACROSSE: Coach Ben Midura’s team is off to a 1-6 start. The boys led by senior captains Brendan 

Kelley and Brooks Gallagher who is just returning from an injury.  

 

GIRLS LACROSSE:  Coach Caitlyn Finn’s team currently has a record of 2-5. The girls are being led by senior 

captain Rebecca Liberman and junior captain Erin Higgins.  

 

BOYS TRACK: Coach Chuck Ajemian’s team has a record of 2-2. Senior tri-captains; Jamaal Grant, Jonathan 

Maher and Justin Trafford have been leading the team on and off the track this spring     

 

GIRLS TRACK:  Dale Snyder’s team has been led by senior captains Aishling Corcoran, Kattrina Fredrique, 

Kathleen Lynch, Molly Madden and Chayna McDermott. The girls currently have a 2-2 dual meet record.   

 

BOYS TENNIS: Coach Paul Ajemian’s boys have a record of 1-5 at this point. Senior captain Raymond Wong 

has had a great season so far. Senior captain Chris Baker and junior captain Dan Halloran are also leading the 

team.  

 

GIRLS TENNIS: Coach Liz Mercer team has been led by senior captains Abby Gray and Maya Rosmarin. The 

teams overall record is 2-2. 

 

RUGBY: Coach Joe Dolan is leading the first year varsity rugby team with 25 members. The team has a record 

of 2-3 and is led by captains Alex Corcoran and Matt Donahue.  

 

CREW: Coach Milos Nikolic is leading the first year varsity crew team with 32 male and female members. The 

teams have not had a meet yet but are practicing diligently in the Copeland Field House and on the Neponset. 

The captains are Daniel Nabi and Abigail Crum. 
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Note: Milton High athletic schedules can be found on www.highschoolsports.net and the Milton High Athletics 

website page has a link to the site as well. 

 

AMBASSADOR PAGE 

 

As part of our E-blast, we highlight students, teachers and members of the community whose hard work 

deserves recognition.  Please read about some of their outstanding accomplishments below: 

 

Student:  We would like to recognize Clara Tennyson, a Pierce seventh-grader who spent the past several 

weeks researching the history of the Milton schools, which we featured above (under “350th Anniversary 

News”.)  This was quite an achievement, and we are grateful to Clara for undertaking this important project.  

 

Volunteer: We would like to personally thank all the landscapers who have committed their precious time and 

effort in making the landscaping around our school buildings so beautiful.  A special thanks to Coulter 

Landscaping who has adopted the Tucker Elementary Schools for the last few years. They provide all of the 

grass cutting, fertilization, edging and mulching around the school. Eagle Farms has adopted the main island at 

the corner of Gile Road and Canton Ave. They installed all new plantings and a new irrigation system.  They 

also provided the school district with special discounting on mulch, supplies and ice melt as needed around 

town. Molloy Landscaping has just adopted the Pierce Middle School grounds. They will provide all the grass 

cutting, fertilization, edging and mulching. Please continue to support all the landscapers who do so much for 

our schools. We are still in need of help at the Glover, Cunningham/Collicot and Milton High locations. If you 

know of any landscaper who would be willing to assist the schools in adopting a school please contact William 

Ritchie, Consolidated facilities Director at 617-898-4930 or by email at britchie@townofmilton.org 

 

Faculty/Staff:  I would like to recognize and thank Dr. Anthony Bonacci, the Milton Public Schools physician, 

who will be retiring after 39 years. Dr. Bonacci is a Board Certified pediatrician who has been affiliated over 

the years with St. Margaret’s Hospital, Carney Hospital, New England Medical Center, Beth Israel Hospital and 

Children’s Hospital. We are very appreciative to this incredible and outstanding pediatrician. We wish Dr. 

Bonacci good health and the continued joy of his family. 
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