MILTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS
MILTON, MASSACHUSETTS

New Administrator & Teacher Biographies
Written by our new staff

Dianne Bacsikis the new Math Investigations teacher at thedeidtiddle School for
7th and 8th graders. She earned a dual BacheledgeeP in Elementary Education and
Mathematics from Boston College, just graduating flast May. She did her student
teaching at the Lincoln School in Brookline and wasubstitute teacher for the
Brookline Public Schools as well. Dianne is oridgipérom Hamilton, New Jersey,
where she grew up as the youngest of three. Disitwe'favorite hobbies are yoga and
baking, but not at the same time!

Mary Bashir is so happy to be the new second grade French ismoneeacher at
Cunningham Elementary School. She earned heriB.Arench Studies at the College
of the Holy Cross and the Université de Bourgogigj@n and her M.A. in French
Studies at Middlebury Language School of FrenchtaedJniversité de Paris a Nanterre.
More importantly, however, Mary is a graduate oftbh Public Schools and is delighted
to be working alongside some of her amazing forteachers! This is her tenth year of
teaching and loves a dynamic and multi-sensoryiegrenvironment. In addition to
French, Mary has extensive experience teachindhaad fithess and is particularly
interested in the positive impact that physicald#s has on personal empowerment,
emotional wellness and academic and professioéaement. When not teaching,
Mary can be found kayaking, biking, playing beacheyball and watching French film.

Andrew Bolesis the new Assistant Principal at the Pierce Madsithool. Mr. Boles
earned his Bachelor’'s degree from Westfield StatkeGe and a Master’s degree in
Education from Bridgewater State College. He hsenlthe Assistant Principal at the
Dedham Middle School and the Joseph Martin Midalled®l in Taunton. Mr. Boles
background is in Social Studies and Counselingisiedger to start the school year.

Maureen Butler, OTR/L is the new occupational therapist who will beha preschool

as well as at Pierce Middle School. She earnedhaehelor's Degree in occupational
therapy from the University of New England in Maishe has over 10 years experience
in all areas of pediatrics and has worked in then@uPublic Schools, South Shore
Therapies as well as doing home visits for Eartgrivention. She has specialty
certification in Sensory Integration as well asrirag in various programs including

Brain Gym, Handwriting Without Tears and Therapelistening. She has three
children and recently moved back to Milton. Shansavid runner and loves training for
marathons.

Esra Buyukozeris the new fifth grade French teacher at CollE@mentary School.
She earned her Bachelor's Degree in InterpretaimahTranslation from Bosphorus
University in Istanbul and her Masters Degree fidarmara University in International
Politics with a major in Communication. Esra Iasnty years of work experience in the
private sector as a marketing consultant and hiasedsd numerous education seminars in
her field. She joineilton Public schools in 2009 as a teacher aidrst fjrade French.
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She is a world traveler, has visited many countiesr four continents and is an avid
reader of detective novels.

Deirdre Cady is a new Special Education/Mathematics teachtrealPierce Middle
School. Ms. Cady earned her Bachelor’'s degree ffaamnklin & Marshall College and
her Master’s degree in Education from the UnivgrsitMassachusetts at Boston.
Previously she was a grade 5 teacher at the Jadkson school in Boston. Ms. Cady
also served as a Legal Secretary at the firm RoBeay LLP.

Chris Callahan is a seventh grade geography teacher at the Rvedcie School. He
earned his Bachelor's Degree in History from thevehsity of Connecticut. He then
received his Masters Degree in Teaching Historgnftbe University of Massachusetts.
Chris has previously taught High School History aras$ the building sub for the Pierce
Middle School last year. Chris won a wiffleball iderun Derby over this past weekend.

Bridget Canty was hired as a special education teacher at Mitigh School. Bridget
received her bachelor’s degree in Social and Rétedlnin Services, and a Master degree
in Special Education; both at Assumption ColleBeidget is coming to Milton from
Bartlett High School in Webster where she was a Biills teacher for 12 years working
with students with Intellectual Disabilities. Bgelt is a 9 time triathlete who enjoys
competing in races with her 5 sisters.

Amy Chew is a new third grade teacher in the co-taughssotesn at Tucker Elementary
School. She earned her Bachelor’'s Degree in Eleangekducation from Boston
College, and her M.Ed. in Moderate Disabilitiesmywas a kindergarten special
education teacher at the Boston Renaissance ClRaitdic school for two years. Before
this, she was an aide at the Angier School in Newta first grade classroom. Amy
enjoys painting and playing tennis during her fieee.

Kate Daleyis the new PhysEd/Health teacher at Milton Highdath She earned a
bachelors degree from Bridgewater State Collegate iKovered a long-term PE position
at the High School last year. Prior to teachinlylgtion, was a PE teaching at Abington
High School and has also worked in the Weymoutho8ickystem. Kate will be
coaching Freshman Girls volleyball this fall aneiited to get back into coaching.

Marilyn Decker is the new K-12 Science Director for the MiltonbRa Schools. She
earned her Masters and Bachelors degrees in PHy@nesSSUNY Stonybrook. A physics
and chemistry teacher she has taught sciencelaveals and was most recently the
Director of Professional Development for Teachdrs 3he was the K-12 Science
Director for the Boston Public Schools from 2002688.

She has a close affiliation with the Merck Insttinr Science Education (MISE) and
was part of a MISE teaching team that providedgssibnal development to teachers in
Thailand after the Tsunami.
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Alicia Fessendens the new French immersion first grade teachéneCollicot School.
She earned her Bachelor's Degree in Geography Maf@ill University and her M.Sc.
in Elementary Education from Bank Street Colleg&dfication. Before moving to
Boston this past year, Alicia worked in New YorkyCas a first and second grade
teacher. Alicia became a Hospice volunteer ovesstimmer and greatly enjoyed the
time she spent with her 97-year-old Hospice patient

Amy Gale is the new Curriculum Coordinator at the Pierceldl School. She earned
her Bachelor's Degree in Social Ethics from Drewersity and her M.A.T from
Simmons College. Amy began her career with thedoBublic Schools in 1996 at the
Lyndon Pilot School in West Roxbury and in 2005¢a1 the staff at the Richard J.
Murphy School in Dorchester. Amy has taught aetsrof grade levels and subjects, but
most recently she taught Grade 6 Advanced Mathematid English and Grade 6
Inclusion Mathematics. Amy and her husband are awiders and have participated in a
number of road races and triathlons and hope tthgatalmost two year old daughter
involved when she gets a bit bigger.

Matt Gibbons is the new business teacher at Milton High Schdelgrew up in Quincy
and stills lives there today. He earned his backalegree at Nichols College. He spent
the last two years teaching and coaching hock&peh Quincy High School

Liz Hallisey is the new seventh grade special education Enggesther at Pierce Middle
School. She earned her Bachelor’s degree in Gsighology and Social Work from
Bridgewater State College, and is in the final stagf completing her Master’s in

Special Ed from Curry College. Liz has been atrircsional aide at Pierce for the past
three years, working with thé"and &' graders in the language based program. Liz is a
graduate o Milton High School, and is excited teegback to the system that taught her.

Danielle Huebneris the new Latin teacher at Pierce Middle Sch@&ile earned her
Bachelor’s Degree in English with a Minor in Lingtics from San Diego State
University and her M.A. in Linguistics (Applied aftheoretical) with a Minor in
Classics also at San Diego State University. Dianinas over ten years experience
teaching both Latin and Linguistics from tH& grade level through University. In
Massachusetts she has taught in the Newton Puthicdb District and at the Boston
Latin School. Danielle is the proud mother of a @ph a hairless cat who is so ugly that
he’s cute.

Larry Jordan_joins the Milton High School special education aement after serving
the Boston Public Schools as a Special Educatioackir and LAB Cluster Coordinator.
Prior to his service in Boston, Mr. Jordan was ecs&d education teacher in Baltimore
Maryland. Mr. Jordan earned his bachelor’s degréeducation and Sociology from
Lincoln University in Pennsylvania and his mastelégiree in Leadership in Teaching
and Special Education from the College of Notre BahMaryland. Mr. Jordan is
originally from East Providence, Rl and is marréadl has two young daughters.
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Stacia Katesis a new Kindergarten teacher at Glover Elemersahool. She earned
her Bachelor’'s Degree in Early Childhood Educafrom the University of
Massachusetts and her Graduate Degree at Wheetldg€ where she majored in
Young Children with Special Needs. Stacia speyga's teaching kindergarten in the
town of Franklin before she assumed the role as WaRBccreditation Coordinator for
Franklin. She served in that role for the lase8rg and is now very excited to get back
into the classroom! She lives in Milton with hey@dung children, 2 of which are
students at Cunningham.

Ben Kelly is the new mathematics teacher at Milton High $theaching Algebra I,
Geometry A and AP Statistics this year. He eahlexdBachelor's Degree in
Mathematics from Boston College and is finishing Ki.Ed in Curriculum and
Instruction from the Boston College Lynch SchooEolucation this year. Ben taught
last year at Saugus High School, and spent tintieeitMilton Public Schools during the
previous two years as a student teacher. Bengmally from upstate New York and
spends his free time on the golf course and plagimybuilding guitars.

Valerie Kelly is the new third grade French immersion teach&ueker Elementary
School. She earned her Bachelor’'s Degree in FrandiPsychology from St. Lawrence
University and her M.Ed from Boston College. Vatestudied abroad for a year in
Normandy, France. Valerie was a paraprofessiomal fgear in a Kindergarten French
Immersion classroom at Placentino Elementary Scimoldblliston and did her student
teaching in a first grade classroom at the Nixamitgntary School in Sudbury. Valerie
grew up in Holliston’s French Immersion program a@ndxcited to begin her career with
Milton’s French program.

Karen Kronewitter_is the new fifth grade teacher at Glover Elemen&sfool. She
earned her Bachelor’'s Degree in French from Batde@e in Maine and her Masters in
Education from DePaul University in Chicago. Kataaght French in Chicago for the
past three years and is happy to be back in theoB@sea. Karen spent ten days in
Quebec over the summer and enjoyed exploring thewtiile taking at a course for
teachers.

Sherette Malloyis a new first grade teacher at Cunningham Elemgi&ehool. She
earned her Bachelor's Degree in Early Childhoodcktion and Psychology from Kean
University and her M. Ed in Curriculum and Instioatfrom the University of Phoenix.
Sherette has been teaching for 18 years. She hé&snith children in Pre-K - third grade
and was a Reading Recovery teacher for 3 yearsetBhepent part of her summer
vacation this year in Williamsburg, VA and NorthrGlina with family celebrating her
fathers 70th birthday.

Colleen Matrtin is the general music teacher at Tucker and Glelementary Schools.
She earned her Bachelor's Degree in Music Educétoon the University of New
Hampshire. Colleen covered long-term second gaadekindergarten positions at the
Clifford Marshall School in Quincy last year anchgaleted her student teaching in
Wells, Maine in 2008. Colleen enjoys staying aetirough playing soccer and
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challenging herself in road races. When not incdlagsroom, she also makes every effort
to travel and explore new sites.

Louisa McCarthy is the new librarian at the Pierce Middle Sch&ble earned her
Bachelor's Degree in Geography from Dartmouth @ellend is currently working
towards a Master's in Library Science from SimmGon#ege. Louisa worked as a
volunteer in the Pierce library last year and isitex| to officially join the Pierce team.
Louisa lives in Boston but enjoys spending her veeels in New Hampshire.

Louisa loves all things technology and is also hgpb learn how to cook this year.

Bernadette Moonanis the new first grade teacher at Collicot EleragnSchool. She
earned her Bachelor’'s Degree in Early Childhooddation from Salve Regina
University in Newport, Rhode Island. Following lggaduation Bernadette taught fourth
grade at St. Mary School in Quincy and has spenp#st two years teaching
kindergarten for the East Providence Public Sché&itg is a Milton native and proud
alumnus of the Milton Public Schools.

Allison O’Donnell is the new fourth grade special education co-teraahthe Glover
School. She earned her Bachelor's Degree in P&ygihérom The College of the Holy
Cross and her Master’s Degree in Education fronUihieersity of Massachusetts at
Boston. Allison completed her Master’s Degree du€ation through a one year
accelerated program at UMass Boston called “Teaott Mear”. As part of the program,
Allison worked as a full time student teacher seaond grade inclusion classroom at the
Martin E. Young Elementary School in Randolph, Ma$sisetts. Allison also

completed the Boston Public School’s Pathways Rrago receive her licensure in mild
to moderate disabilities. Allison has run the Bosand Chicago Marathon and is hoping
to complete the New York Marathon next fall.

Marla Rubin is the new speech therapist at Collicot Elemengatyool. She earned

both her Bachelor’'s and Master’s Degrees in Sp@athology from the University of
Massachusetts at Amherst. For nine years, Madeaialized in teaching deaf and hard of
hearing children how to listen and talk using hegaids and cochlear implants. Marla
has been very busy lately since she got engageghba house, and found a new job all
within the last 8 months.

Margaret Sadockis the new Grade One French Immersion TeacheeaCtimningham
Elementary School. She earned her M.Ed. in EahnijdGood Education from Lesley
University. Margaret completed her teaching practi at the Haggerty School in
Cambridge, and she then taught as a substitutegeatthe Underwood School in
Newton. Margaret is the Publicity and Recruitm@fficer for Cambridge Youth
Hockey. She has recently worked on developing anconity outreach program that will
provide free hockey instruction to at-risk youthlgimming this fall. Margaret was granted
the CYH Woman of the Year award in 2010 for ser¢@éhe organization.
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Juanita Shaffer-Ratzlaff is the new Chemistry and AP Biology teacher at dilHigh
School. She earned her Bachelor’'s Degree in CdlMwmlecular Biology from Missouri
State University and her M.Ed from the UniversifyMassachusetts at Boston. Juanita
taught for five years in Boston Public Schoolsra$igending 8 years in research at
Harvard Medical School/MGH. Juanita spent her semactively engaged in research at
Northeastern University. She did manage to enjogek visiting friends and family in
Missouri and is looking forward to teaching in Nt

Adriana Staff is the new French teacher at Pierce Middle Sch8bak earned her
Bachelor’s Degree in French and English from thel ACuza University in Romania and
her M.A. in French from Kent State University, OhiAdriana has been a French
instructor at the Boston Language Institute forghst year and also worked as a
substitute at the Teddy Bear Club bilingual preestin Newton, MA. Adriana went
back to Romania (her home country) over the sunandrhad a great time with friends
and family.

Robyn Thompsonis a new Art teacher at Pierce Middle School. &mmed a Bachelor
of Fine Arts from Syracuse University and her M.Edm Lesley University. Robyn
worked as an Art Teacher for the Middle and Uppghd®l and as the Assistant Director
of Diversity at Worcester Academy for the past ¢hyears, where she completed her
student teaching and was the John Hope Fellow 007 to 2008. Robyn has exhibited
her work in galleries in Worcester and on the S@libre. She enjoys painting with
acrylics and taking various art classes where ahayoow as an artist.




