
Minutes of the School Committee 
Reorganizational Meeting  
Milton High School Cable Access Studio 
Date: Wednesday, April 26, 2017 
 
Committee Present: Dr. Kevin Donahue, Sheila Varela, Margaret Eberhardt, Dr. Elaine 
Craghead, Ada Rosmarin, Betty White.  
 
Staff Present: Mary Gormley, Superintendent of Schools; Glenn Pavlicek, Assistant 
Superintendent for Business, Janet Sheehan, Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum 
and Human Resources  
 
Call to Order 
Superintendent Gormley, acting as chair pro temp, called the April 26th meeting of the 
School Committee to order at 7:00pm. 
 
School Committee  Reorganization Meeting – (Policy BDA) 
 
Topic One: Election of Committee Officers. Ms. Gormley entertained a motion for the 
nomination of School Committee  chair.   
 
Dr. Craghead nominated Dr. Donahue. 
 
Move: Dr. Craghead 
Second: Ms. Eberhardt 
Ms. Gormley asked if Dr. Donahue accepted the nomination.  He accepted. 
Ms. Gormley asked if there were any other nominations on the floor. Hearing none, she 
entertained a motion to close the nominations. 
 
Move: Dr. Craghead 
Second: Ms. Varela 
Vote (via show of hands): 6-0-0 
 
Ms. Gormley took a roll call vote from all members, in alphabetical order, on their vote 
for chair: 
 
Roll Call Vote: 6-0-0 to confirm Dr. Donahue as chair of the committee. 
 
*Dr. Kevin Donahue took over as chair of the meeting at this point. 
 
Dr. Donahue then accepted motions for nominations for Vice Chair. 
 
Dr. Craghead nominated Ms. Varela for Vice Chair. 
 
Move: Dr. Craghead 
Second: Ms. Eberhardt 



Dr. Donahue asked if Ms. Varela accepted. She did.  
Dr. Donahue asked for any other nominations. Hearing none, he entertained  a motion 
to close nominations. 
 
Move to close: Ms. Eberhardt  
Second: Dr. Craghead 
Vote (via show of hands):  6-0-0 
 
Dr. Donahue asked for a roll call vote from all members, in alphabetical order, on their 
vote for vice chair. 
 
Roll Call Vote: 6-0-0 to confirm Ms. Varela as vice chair. 
 
Approve Agenda:  Dr. Donahue removed Item 4 (FY18 Budget) and add an item as 
Milton Times response.  Dr. Donahue also asked for a moment of silence for Ms. 
Kelliher, a long-time educational assistant for the Milton Public Schools.  
 
Dr. Donahue then welcomed the two new School Committee  members, Betty White 
and Ada Rosmarin.  Each new member made introductory comments.  
 
Milton Times Response 
 
Dr. Donahue said there was a letter to the Milton Times which discussed the average 
salary of MPS teachers. In this circumstance, there was a factual error regarding the 
average teacher salary. Ms. Gormley drafted a letter to address and correct the error. 
Dr. Donahue thinks that the School Committee  should sign the letter as a body. He 
entertained a motion to submit the letter to the Milton Times on behalf of the School 
Committee .  
 
Move: Ms. Varela 
Second: Dr. Donahue 
Discussion:  Ms. White asked if there was any other way to address this issue, besides 
the Milton Times. She suggested the MPS website.  Dr. Donahue made a friendly 
amendment to authorize the administration to distribute the letter to other media outlets. 
Ms. Varela suggested sending it out via the principals’ newsletters and the 
Superintendent’s Eblast.  
Vote: 6-0-0 
 
2016-2017 School Committee Subcommittees (Attachment) 
 
Dr. Donahue noted that when the School Committee  turns over with new members, the 
subcommittees need to be “re-populated.” He asked each member to send their top five 
choices, ranked in order, by Friday. Ms. Varela asked if these have to be formally voted 
and was told that yes, they do. Dr. Donahue plans to hold this vote at the next meeting. 
He also noted that no more than three members can be on each subcommittee. Ms. 
Varela suggested that at least two School Committee  members serve on each.  



 
Next Meeting Agenda Items 
 
Ms. Eberhardt suggested adding the FY18 budget discussion and vote. 
 
Dr. Donahue moved to adjourn. 
 
Move: Dr. Donahue  
Second: Ms. Varela  
Roll Call Vote: 6-0-0 
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:33pm. 
 
 
 


