FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

June 17, 2020

Statement From Sheila Egan Varela, Chair, Milton School Committee
svarela@miltonps.org

MILTON, Mass. --- On behalf of the Milton School Committee and Milton
School Administration, we look forward to participating in the Juneteeth
community rally that will take place in our town. When asked by organizers if they
could use Milton school property for the rally, the School Committee agreed to it
since we believe in freedom of expression. We were also assured that the rally will
respect and adhere to current COVID-19 state guidelines regarding large
gatherings and safety. In the interest of solidarity and unity, we had asked
organizers if the School Administration could address the rally participants to share
what Milton Public Schools have been doing and continue to do regarding anti-
racism, implicit bias and cultural competency.

The decision was made by organizers to not have us or anyone from School
Administration speak. We will of course respect that decision. We will be there at
the rally to listen to the speakers and march with our community in unity. Since
School Committee and School Administration members will not be speaking at
the rally, we do encourage people to read our latest Strategic Plan, which can be
found on the Milton Public Schools' website under the School Committee section.

The Milton School Committee looks forward to a continued dialogue and will
always welcome any resident to attend our committee meetings and speak to us
during the Citizens' Speak portion of the meetings, a part of our proceedings that
we take seriously and contributes to the democratic process of the voters who
elected all of us. We can also be reached by email schoolcommitee@miltonps.org.

Thank you.

Sheila Egan Varela
Chair, Milton School Committee
svarela@miltonps.org
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