
From: Mary C. Gormley 
To: Parents/Guardians and Staff 
Re: Superintendent’s Weekly Update 
Date: March 12, 2020 

As a district, we continue to closely monitor the spread of the Coronavirus 
COVID-19 and the Milton Public Schools’ response to it. We understand 
that it is difficult not to feel shaken by the rapidly changing coronavirus 
situation.  

Today, Thursday, March 12th the MPS District Planning and Response 
Team met throughout the day to determine next steps (as we have daily for 
the past week) and met with all district leaders after the school day to 
collaborate on next steps for the district. 

The Superintendent’s Office participated in a conference call  with officials 
from the Governor’s Office and the MA Department of Health. Our Director 
of Nursing, Kim Coughlin, is in direct contact with Milton Health Director 
Caroline Kinsella. 

Tomorrow, we will participate in a call with the Department of Elementary 
and Secondary Education. 

At this time, the Milton Public Schools remain open. 

As of tomorrow, Friday, March 13, 2020, here are the deliberate, proactive 
steps we are taking to slow the spread of Coronavirus COVID 19 in our 
district and community. 

We have continued to increase the frequency of our cleaning of “high 
touch” areas in our schools – cafe tables, door knobs, faucets, devices, desks 
and more. See the March 10th district communication  for more details on 
our cleaning plans. 

We continue to model and encourage best health practices; hand washing, 
cough etiquette,  social distancing practices, curriculum changes when 
warranted and more. See the March 10th district communication for more 
details on best practices. 



We have cancelled all MPS events and outside rental events that would 
bring unfamiliar adults and students  into our buildings through the 
updated date of March 30th. We will update this date as needed, as 
events continue to unfold. 

Our in-school community is together every day and we are working to stay 
healthy as a community. We have cancelled all in-school events and 
activities that would bring additional people into our school, though March 
30th. In addition, our students and staff are not leaving the grounds of the 
school for any reason. 

We are informing ALL volunteers that given the current situation, we are 
no longer having volunteers in schools (includes ALL parent volunteers, 
outside volunteers, etc.) This includes all student teachers and interns. 
The only exceptions to parent visitors  are IEP and 504 meetings. Other 
parent meetings/business should be conducted via phone or video 
conference. 

Parent-Teacher Conferences for March 19th have been canceled. In order to 
ensure the best use of time to allow staff to prepare for potential remote 
learning, we will not be holding phone conferences. Please reach out to your 
teacher with questions and concerns about your student. 

Under the leadership of Educational Technology Director, AJ Melanson, we 
are exploring options for remote learning if needed. Districts across the 
Commonwealth are awaiting guidance from the Department of Elementary 
and Secondary Education (DESE). 

We have developed a plan, if needed,  for supporting our food insecure 
students and you can read it under Food Services below. 
Our Director of Pupil Personnel Services is exploring all options for our 
Special Education students. 

The MIAA has delayed the start of spring tryouts until March 30th. 

All Milton Public Schools resources and information can be found on our 
Coronavirus COVID 19 page here.  

We recommend that you follow the Town of Milton webpage here for 
Milton specific information. We also suggest that you follow both the MA 

https://www.miltonps.org/about/coronavirus-information
https://www.miltonps.org/about/coronavirus-information
https://www.townofmilton.org/health-department/infectious-diseases/pages/2019-novel-corona-virus-2019-ncov
https://www.townofmilton.org/health-department/infectious-diseases/pages/2019-novel-corona-virus-2019-ncov
https://www.mass.gov/resource/information-on-the-outbreak-of-coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19


Department of Health and the Center for Disease Control websites for 
updated accurate information on this rapidly changing situation. 
We know this situation can be stressful for students as well. We share the 
following resources in the hopes that you will find them valuable resources 
as you discuss the Coronavirus with your children. How to Talk to Children 
about the Coronavirus; Talking to Teen/Tweens about Coronavirus; A 
Comic created from NPR based on interviews with experts; The NASP 
released a resource for parents you may find helpful.  

Please direct any school related questions you may have to Superintendent 
Mary Gormley at mgormley@miltonps.org  and MPS Director of Nursing, 
Kim Coughlin at kacoughlin@miltonps.org. No question is too small. 

We will continue to update the MPS community every Monday or more 
frequently, as this situation continues to evolve. We thank you for your 
continued partnership as we navigate this community challenge together.
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