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Summer reading at the elementary level is important for everyone! It helps foster a lifelong love of 

reading and helps students maintain the gains in reading comprehension they have made during the school 

year. We know from research that sometimes students do not spend a lot of time in the summer reading 

because they are busy with other activities. Lack of reading can contribute to “summer reading slide.” 

Children who have limited access to books experience a slide in their literacy skills over the summer. 

Numerous studies indicate that an achievement gap in reading develops and widens during summer 

vacation. Access to books and voluntary reading each play a critical role in promoting reading 

achievement outside of school, especially during the summer months. 

 

Our approach to summer reading at the elementary level in both French and English is to ask that students 

READ EVERY DAY in any language. This year across the district we have done a lot of work in 

classrooms to help students learn how to choose “just right” books. We ask that you as parents support 

your children in choosing “just right books” throughout the summer that will promote the enjoyment of 

reading. This means reading independently, reading with a grown-up or sibling, listening to books or any 

combination of these. What we know is that the more children read and keep their eyes on print over the 

summer the less apt they are to lose the ground they have gained over the course of the school year. 

 

In addition, students do not need to complete any kind of written assignment about their books during the 

summer months. Instead, we are asking that students be prepared to discuss, illustrate, or write about one 

of the books they read during the first weeks of school. This represents a more authentic response to 

reading.  

 

In terms of tracking reading progress, we are asking each family to fill in the attached Summer Reading 

Challenge registration from the Milton Public Library and return it to their classroom teacher by 

June 5.  Students will then register for the Library’s Summer Reading Challenge here at school. This will 

allow each child to have an online record of their summer reading that can be printed and brought to 

school at the end of the summer and be eligible for all of the great things that the Milton Public Library 

has to offer during the summer months.  
*Please note that the MPL has a beautiful collection of leveled French books as well as technology and media resources in 

the French language. 

 

Thank you in advance for your help and support in what we hope will be an exciting summer reading 

experience for your children. 

 

Happy Reading! 

 

Amy Gale, Meredith Kempf  & Stephanie Nephew 

Elementary Curriculum Coordinators 

 


