
Following are questions submitted by parents/guardians during the February 23, 2015 Grade 
One Information Night Presentation: 
 
Are the math and science French Immersion classes taught by math and science trained 
teachers?   
All elementary teachers receive professional development in math and science.  All English and 
French teachers are elementary certified. 
 
Is the lottery process published?  If not, can it be?                                                                                                               
The lottery process is spelled out in the School Committee Policies available on the Milton Public 
Schools website.  The lottery itself is conducted by assigning random numbers on an Excel 
spreadsheet. 
 
Could the lottery be observed by the public?  PTO Representatives?  School Committee 
Representative?   
The PTO Presidents will be invited to observe. 
 
Has there been any discussion about making an immersion program in other languages that may 
be more useful, i.e. Spanish, Arabic, Mandarin?   
French was decided upon at the outset of the program.  To change languages now would involve 
laying off the French staff and trying to hire new staff.  We would also have to buy an entirely new 
curriculum.  It would be cost prohibitive. 
 
Is there a way for a French Immersion student to get supplemental STEM classes?   
There are STEM clubs at some of the elementary schools. 
 
In the French Immersion program (especially grades 1 and 2), if it is not working for the child 
(child is not happy or learning the material), how is that handled?  Can the child switch to the 
English program?  What is the timeline?   
Any such request would be handled by the child’s teacher, principal and the Director of World 
Languages.  Such a move would require an academic justification, not just a preference. 
 
Is it okay to speak to Kindergarten teachers about program choice?  
 Yes. We encourage parents to speak to kindergarten teachers as well as IEP teams if applicable. 
 
What if 48 students chose English at Collicot? Would that force 3 English classrooms or would 
they increase the numbers of students in each English class to 24?   
The answer to this scenario would be determined in the context of parent choice at the school-
based and district-wide levels.  
 
What is being communicated to the children about the choice and what is the timing around it?  
Are they talking about or trying pieces of the program during class?  My child doesn't know 
anything about the French program.   
We are not communicating with children about this.  It is a parental decision. 
 
If you elect French and get a seat in your home school, what happens if you change your mind?  
Do you lose your English spot in your home school?   
Please see Slide #52 in the Grade One Information Night Presentation. 
 



Do you have statistics of French vs. non-French students’ college acceptance rate/type of college 
accepted to?   
We do not analyze this college acceptance data, but we do have student AP (Advanced Placement) 
data. 100% of Milton High School students who took the Spanish and French AP exams in 2014 
passed and were eligible for college credit.  
 
Is French Immersion appropriate for children struggling with reading/writing in English?   
Please see Slides #40-45 in the Grade One Information Night Presentation. 
 
To what level is Spanish offered in High School?  Enter at Spanish 3, top out at???   
Please see slide #32.  
 
What percentage of 1st graders in French Immersion gets outside tutoring?  What percentage of 
STEM students gets outside tutoring?  
 We do not have access to data relative to parent choices outside of school.  
 
Is the lottery "blind" or is it broken down "boy" and "girl" to balance classes?   
It is gender-blind.  Principals attempt to gender balance classrooms when students are assigned to 
particular teachers. 
 
Have you noticed a trend with boys in the English Innovation Pathways program?   
While the data may vary from year to year, over the last three years, we have noted that male 
participation is approximately 60% and female participation is approximately 40%.  
 
Have teachers been trained to teach STEM?  
 Yes.  The Advancement budgets of the past two years have contained significant funds for 
Professional Development in STEM. 
 
Are classroom populations mixed?   
Different elementary schools mix the English and French students in different ways.  All mix at 
recess and field trips, but others use lunch, Library, Gym, etc. 
 
Where will auxiliary classes be?   
The district no longer has auxiliary classes. 
 
What is the school doing to build community (Collicot parents)?   Are learning circles, 
assemblies, lunch rooms, general science, Site Council recommendations, gym and music, 
reading about differences, math lessons, field trips consistent?  
These vary from school to school.  It is best to contact your principal for specifics at your school. 
 
Are three French classes possible at Collicot?  
At this time, we would not be able to predict numbers.   
 
Will I lose my seat if I switch from French in June?  
 Please see Slide #52 in the Grade One Information Night Presentation. There may not be a seat 
available in the home school, though we do try to keep children in their home school if possible.  


